
SPEEDWAY RACING (PUBLIC SAFETY) ACT. 

Act No. 69, 1957. 

An Act to make provision for the control of 
speedway racing, tests and trials between 
motor vehicles; to amend the Metropolitan 
Traffic Act, 1900, and the Motor Traffic 
Act, 1909, as amended by subsequent Acts, 
in certain respects; and for purposes 
connected therewith. [Assented to, 9th 
December, 1957.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows:— 

1 . (1) This Act may be cited as the "Speedway 
Eacing (Public Safety) Act, 1957". 



(2) This Act shall commence upon a day to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified b y proclamat ion 
published in the Gazette. 

2. I n this Act unless the context or subject m a t t e r 
otherwise indicates or requi res— 

" M e e t i n g for speedway r a c i n g " means meet ing a t 
which rac ing between motor vehicles is held or 
car r ied on and includes meet ing a t which events , 
not actually races , in which moto r vehicles com­
pete singly or otherwise, bu t in which speed 
is the de termining factor , .are held or conducted. 

" M o t o r veh i c l e " means any motor car, motor 
car r iage , motor cycle or other vehicle propel led 
wholly or p a r t l y by any volatile spir i t , s team, 
g a s , oil or electricity, or by a n y means other 
than human or animal power . 

" P r e s c r i b e d " means prescr ibed by this Act or the 
regulat ions . 

" S p e e d w a y " means any ground, land, park , race­
course, oval, recreat ion reserve, spor ts ground, 
or place whether enclosed or unenclosed on 
which meet ings for speedway rac ing a r e held, 
and includes any land or building used in con­
nection therewith , but does not include a public 
s t ree t wi thin the mean ing of the Motor Traffic 
Act, 1909, as amended by subsequent Acts . 

3. (1) No meet ing for speedway rac ing shall af ter 
the expi ra t ion of th ree months f rom the commencement 
of th i s Act be held on any speedway unless such speed­
way is licensed under this Act. 

(2) A license issued unde r this Act in respect of 
any speedway m a y author ise the holding of meet ings for 
speedway rac ing on such speedway a t which all types 
of motor vehicles, or such type or types of motor vehicles 
as may be specified in such license, m a y compete. 

4. 



4. Licenses under this Act m a y be issued by the 
Minis ter subject to such t e rms and conditions as may be 
specified therein. Such t e rms and conditions may include 
such of the t e rms and conditions as may be prescr ibed, 
and such other t e rms and conditions, as the Minis ter m a y 
determine . 

5. Subject to the provis ions of th is Act any such 
license shall remain in force for a per iod of one year , or 
such lesser per iod specified in the license, f rom the date 
of i ts issue, and may from t ime to t ime be renewed for a 
per iod not exceeding one year . 

6 . (1) The Minis ter may, for good cause, suspend 
for such per iod as he thinks fit, v a r y du r ing the currency 
thereof the t e rms and conditions a t tach ing to, or cancel a 
license issued under th is Act. 

(2) Wi thou t prejudice to the genera l i ty of the 
foregoing provis ions of th is Act the Minis ter m a y 
suspend for such per iod as he thinks fit, v a r y du r ing the 
currency thereof the t e rms and condit ions a t taching to, 
or cancel a license issued under th is Act, or refuse to 
issue a license unde r this Act if i t a p p e a r s to h im t h a t — 

(a) p r o p e r and adequate protect ions have not been 
taken or have ceased to be taken in or upon 
a speedway for the safety of the public or 
compet i tors r e so r t ing there to or us ing the 
speedway or being in the p rox imi ty of the 
speedway; 

(b) the length of the circumference of the speedway, 
or the width of the speedway, or t h e curve or 
curves of the speedway, or the g r ade of the 
speedway, or the surface of the speedway, is 
such as to consti tute a danger to the public 
or the compet i tors r e so r t ing there to or us ing 
the speedway or being in the proximi ty of the 
speedway; 

(c) 



(c) the speedway is general ly unsui table for the 
holding of meet ings for speedway r ac ing ; 

(d) the power, or type, or construction, or number 
of the motor vehicles competing or to compete 
a t any meet ing for speedway rac ing on the 
speedway is such as would const i tute a d a n g e r 
to the public or the compet i tors r e so r t ing 
there to or using the speedway or being in the 
p rox imi ty of the speedway; 

(e) the accommodation for the public is s i tua ted 
too close to the por t ion of the speedway upon 
which speedway rac ing or events is or a re to be 
held. 

7 . (1) If any meet ing for speedway racing is held in 
cont ravent ion of section three of this Act or the t e rms 
and conditions a t taching to a license issued under this 
Ac t the person holding, p romot ing or organis ing such 
meet ing shall be liable for a first offence to a pena l ty not 
exceeding one hundred pounds and for a second or 
subsequent offence to a pena l ty not exceeding two 
hundred pounds . 

(2) Any person taking p a r t as a competi tor a t any 
meet ing for speedway rac ing held in contravent ion of 
section th ree of this Act or the t e rms and conditions 
a t tach ing to a license issued under this Act shall be liable 
for a first offence to a pena l ty not exceeding ten pounds 
and for a second or subsequent offence to a pena l ty not 
exceeding twenty pounds . 

8 . All proceedings for offences aga ins t this Act or 
the regula t ions shall be disposed of summar i ly before 
a s t ipendiary mag i s t r a t e or two just ices in pe t ty 
sessions. 

9 . (1) The Governor m a y make regulat ions not 
inconsistent wi th this Act for or wi th respect t o — 

(a) the form and m a n n e r of apply ing for and 
gran t ing , and the fees for licenses under this 
Act and renewals thereof; 
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(b) the t r ans fe r of such l icenses; 

(e) the requi rements and conditions to be observed 
in respect of t rack construct ion, safety fences, 
fire precaut ions , ameni t ies and such other 
m a t t e r s in connection wi th speedways as the 
Governor may consider necessary for the heal th, 
safety and convenience of the public o r 
competi tors r e so r t ing to or us ing such speed­
ways or being in the proximi ty thereof; 

(d) the prohibi t ion of the holding of meet ings for 
speedway rac ing on specified days or dur ing 
specified hours on specified d a y s ; 

(e) all m a t t e r s which a r e requi red or pe rmi t t ed to 
be prescr ibed or which a r e necessary or 
convenient to be prescr ibed for ca r ry ing out or 
giving effect to this Act. 

(2) Any regula t ion under this Act may be made to 
app ly or to have opera t ion th roughout the whole or any 
p a r t of the S ta te , may be of genera l or specially l imited 
appl icat ion according to t ime, place, or c ircumstances, 
and m a y be general or res t r ic ted to any specified class 
or subject ma t t e r . 

(3) A n y such regula t ion m a y author ise any m a t t e r 
or th ing to be f rom t ime to t ime determined, appl ied or 
regu la ted by the Minis te r or by any pe r son specified 
therein, e i ther genera l ly or for any class of cases or in 
any pa r t i cu la r case. 

(4,) The regula t ions m a y prescr ibe penal t ies not 
exceeding in any case fifty pounds for any contravent ion 
or breach thereof. 

(5) The regula t ions shall— 

(a) be published in the Gaze t te ; 

(b) t ake effect f rom the da te of publication or from 
a la te r da te to be specified in the r egu la t ions ; 

(c) 



(c) be laid before both Houses of P a r l i a m e n t 
within fourteen s i t t ing days af ter publication 
if Pa r l i amen t is in session, and, if not, then 
within fourteen s i t t ing days after the commence­
ment of the next session. 

If ei ther House of Pa r l i amen t passes a resolut ion of 
which notice has been given within fifteen s i t t ing days 
af ter the regula t ions have been laid before such House 
disal lowing any regulat ion or p a r t thereof, such 
regula t ion or p a r t shall thereupon cease to have effect. 

10. (1) (a) The Metropol i tan Traffic Act, 1900, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , is amended by omit t ing 
from s u b p a r a g r a p h (iii) of p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection 
one of section 13A the words " f o r a distance exceeding 
one m i l e " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the following 
word and new s u b p a r a g r a p h : — 

" o r 

( iv) any competit ive t r ia l designed to test the skill 
of any vehicle dr iver or r ider or the rel iabil i ty 
or mechanical condition of any vehicle upon a 
public s t r ee t , " . 

(b) The Metropol i tan Traffic Act, 1900, as 
emended by subsequent Acts and by th i s Act, may be 
cited as the Metropol i tan Traffic Act, 1900-1957. 

(2) (a) The Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(i) by omit t ing subsection eight of section 4A and by 
inser t ing in lieu thereof the following sub­
section :— 

(8) The provisions of subsection one of this 
section shall not apply to the d r ive r of a motor 
vehicle which is taking p a r t in a race, an a t t empt 
to break a motor vehicle speed record, a t r ia l 
of speed or any competi t ive t r ia l as re fe r red 
to in p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection one of section 
4B of this Act in accordance with an approva l 
given and any conditions imposed by the 
Commissioner of Police pu r suan t to the said 
section 4B. (ii) 



(ii) by omit t ing from s u b p a r a g r a p h (iii) of p a r a ­
g r a p h (a) of subsection one of section 4B 
the words " f o r a distance exceeding one m i l e " 
and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the following 
word and new s u b p a r a g r a p h : — 

" o r 

(iv) any competi t ive t r ia l designed to test 
the skill of any motor vehicle d r ive r 
or the rel iabil i ty or mechanical condi­
tion of any motor vehicle upon a public 
s t r e e t , " ; 

(iii) by inser t ing in subsection two of the same 
section af ter the word " v e h i c l e " where secondly 
occurr ing the words " o r in any competit ive t r ia l 
designed to tes t the skill of any motor vehicle 
dr iver or the rel iabil i ty or mechanical condit ion 
of any motor vehicle upon a public s t r e e t " . 

(b) The Motor Traffic Act, 1909, as amended 
by subsequent Acts and by this Act, may be cited as the 
Motor Traffic Act, 1909-1957. 


