
CROWN LANDS (AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 30, 1957. 

An Act to provide for the funding or variation of 
amounts owing by settlers in certain cases 
and for a minimum rental and fee in respect 
of certain tenures, permits and licences; to 
remove the limitation on the value to be 
paid for improvements on Crown land; to 
provide for the periodic redetermination of 
the rental of leases in perpetuity on Lord 
Howe Island upon transfer to a person other 
than an Islander; to validate certain matters; 
for these and other purposes to amend the 
Crown Lands (Amendment) Act, 1932, the 
War Service Land Settlement Act, 1941, the 
Closer Settlement Acts, the Crown Lands 
Consolidation Act, 1913, the Prickly-pear Act, 
1924-1944, the Forestry Act, 1916-1951, the 
Lord Howe Island Act, 1953, the Trustees 
of Public Reserves Enabling Act, 1924, and 
certain other Acts; and for purposes 
connected therewith. [Assented to, 4th May, 
1957.] 

BE it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Par l iament assembled, and by the author i ty of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. This Act may be cited as the " C r o w n Lands 
(Amendment ) Act, 1957" . 

2. 



2. (1) The Crown Lands (Amendment ) Act, 1932, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , is amended by omit t ing 
from section five the words and figures " o r the Prickly-
p e a r Acts , 1924-1930" and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words and figures " t h e Pr ickly-pear Act, 1924, or the 
W a r Service Land Set t lement Act, 1 9 4 1 " ; 

(2) The W a r Service L a n d Set t lement Act, 1941, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , is amended by inser t ing at 
the end of subsection four of section 8c the following 
new p a r a g r a p h : — 

The Minister shall have power and shall be deemed 
always to have had power ei ther general ly or in any 
par t i cu la r case or class of cases to v a r y as he may 
think fit the manner , ins ta lments and t imes of pay­
ment appoin ted by him under this subsection. 

(3) The Closer Set t lement Amendment (Conver­
sion) Act, 1943, as amended by subsequent Acts , is 
amended by inser t ing a t the end of section th i r teen the 
following new subsection:— 

(2) Section five of the Crown Lands (Amendment) 
Act, 1932, as amended by subsequent Acts , shall 
muta t i s mutandis app ly to the whole or p a r t of any 
amount due to the Crown in respect of a sett lement 
purchase lease, g r o u p purchase lease, or closer 
set t lement lease unde r this Act. 

3. (1) The Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(a) by inser t ing in section fifty-two af ter the 
words " loca l land b o a r d " the words and paren­
theses " P r o v i d e d tha t the ren t (whether pro­
visional or otherwise) shall not be less than two 
pounds per a n n u m " . 

(b) (i) by omit t ing from p a r a g r a p h one of section 
seventy the words "Colon ia l T r e a s u r e r " 
and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the words 
" U n d e r S e c r e t a r y " ; (ii) 



(ii) by inser t ing nex t a f te r p a r a g r a p h two of 
the same section the following new p a r a ­
g r a p h : 

(2A) The annua l license fee shall not in 
any case be less than two pounds . 

(c) (i) by inse r t ing in p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection 
one of section seventy-one af ter the words 
" u p s e t r e n t " the words and paren theses 
" ( n o t being less t han two pounds pe r 
a n n u m ) " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing in subsection two of the same 
section af ter the word " r e n t " where firstly 
occurr ing the words and paren theses " (not 
being less t h a n two pounds p e r a n n u m ) " ; 

(d) ( i) by omit t ing from p a r a g r a p h two of section 
seventy-two the words "Co lon ia l Trea ­
s u r e r " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words " U n d e r S e c r e t a r y " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h five 
of the same section the words " P r o v i d e d 
t h a t the local land board shall no t make 
any de terminat ion t ha t would have the 
effect of reducing the r en t to less than two 
pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(e) by inser t ing a t the end of section seventy-three 
the following new p a r a g r a p h : — 

Prov ided fu r ther t ha t the ren t of any lease 
g r an t ed under this section shall not be less t han 
two pounds per annum. 

(f) by inser t ing in section seventy-four af ter the 
words " loca l land b o a r d " the words " P r o v i d e d 
t h a t the ren t shall not be less t h a n two pounds 
pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(g) (i) by inser t ing in section seventy-five af ter the 
words " u p s e t r en t t he reo f " the words and 
paren theses " ( n o t being less t h a n two 
pounds pe r a n n u m ) " ; 

(ii) 



(ii) by inser t ing in the same section af ter the 
words " loca l land b o a r d " where secondly 
occurr ing the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the 
ren t shall not be less than two pounds pe r 
a n n u m . ' ' ; 

(h) (i) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection nine 
of section 75A the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the 
ren t shall not be less than two pounds pe r 
a n n u m . " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection ten 
of the same section the words " P r o v i d e d 
tha t upon any subsequent de terminat ion the 
ren t shall not be less than two pounds per 
a n n u m . ' ' ; 

(i) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection nine of 
section 75B the words " P r o v i d e d tha t upon any 
such determinat ion the ren t shall not be less 
t han two pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(j) by inser t ing in section seventy-six after the 
words " loca l land b o a r d " where secondly 
occurr ing the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the ren t 
shall not be less than two pounds per a n n u m . " ; 

(k) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h two of 
section seventy-seven the words ' ' The ren t shall 
not be less than two pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(1) by inser t ing in section seventy-eight after the 
words " loca l land b o a r d " where secondly 
occurr ing the following new p a r a g r a p h : — 

I n no case shall the annua l ren t of a lease 
under this section be less than two pounds. 

(m) (i) by inser t ing in p a r a g r a p h one of section 
seventy-nine af ter the words " u p s e t r e n t " 
the words and pa ren theses " ( n o t being 
less than two pounds per a n n u m ) " ; 

(ii) 



(ii) by omit t ing from p a r a g r a p h four of 
the same section the words "Colon ia l 
T r e a s u r e r " and by inser t ing in lieu 
thereof the words " U n d e r S e c r e t a r y " ; 

(n) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h (c) of 
subsection one of section eighty the words 
" P r o v i d e d tha t the r en t shall not be less than 
two pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(o) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h three of 
section eighty-two the words " P r o v i d e d tha t 
the yea r ly r en t shall not in any case be less than 
two p o u n d s . " ; 

(p) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h (d) of 
section 82A the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the annua l 
r en t shall not in any case be less than two 
p o u n d s . " ; 

(q) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection three of 
section eighty-seven the words " P r o v i d e d tha t 
such ren t shall not in any case be less t han two 
pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

( r ) by omit t ing from p a r a g r a p h three of section 
eighty-eight the words , figures and le t ter 
" s u b j e c t to the provis ions of section 167A 
h e r e o f " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words , figures, and le t te rs " s u b j e c t to the 
provis ions of p a r a g r a p h (e) of subsection one 
of section ninety-one and section 167A h e r e o f " ; 

(s) by inse r t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h (e) of 
subsection one of section ninety-one the words 
" P r o v i d e d tha t the annua l ren t shall not in any 
case be less t h a n two p o u n d s . " ; 

( t ) by omit t ing from p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection 
two of section ninety- three the word, figures 
and le t ter " sec t ion 1 6 7 A " and by inser t ing in 
lieu thereof the words , figures and le t te r s 
" p a r a g r a p h (e) of section ninety-one and 
section 167A of th is A c t " ; (u) 



(u) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h three of 
section ninety-five the words " P r o v i d e d tha t 
such rent shall not in any case be less than 
two p o u n d s . " ; 

(v) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection one of 
section ninety-seven the words " P r o v i d e d tha t 
the ren t shall not be less than two pounds per 
a n n u m . ' ' ; 

(w) by inser t ing in section one hundred and one after 
the words " loca l land b o a r d " where th i rdly 
occurring the words " P r o v i d e d fur ther t ha t the 
annual ren t shall not be less than two p o u n d s . " ; 

(x) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection one of sec­
t ion one hundred and three the words " P r o v i d e d 
tha t the ren t shall not be less than two pounds 
per a n n u m . " ; 

(y) by inser t ing a t the end of section one hundred 
and seven the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the rent 
shall not be less than two pounds pe r a n n u m . ' ' ; 

(z) by inser t ing at the end of p a r a g r a p h (b) of 
subsection seven of section one hundred and nine 
the words " P r o v i d e d tha t such ren t shall not 
be less than two pounds per a n n u m . " ; 

(aa ) by inser t ing in section one hundred and twenty-
two af ter the word " f a r m " where secondly 
occurring the words " P r o v i d e d tha t such annual 
ren t shall not be less than two p o u n d s . " ; 

(ab) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection five of sec­
t ion 123A the words " P r o v i d e d tha t such rent 
shall not be less than two pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(ac) by omit t ing from section one hundred and 
twenty-seven the words "five sh i l l i ngs" and by 
inser t ing in lieu thereof the words " t w o 
p o u n d s " ; (ad) 



(ad) by omit t ing from section one hundred and 
th i r ty-four the words " o n e p o u n d " and by 
inse r t ing in lieu thereof the words " t w o 
p o u n d s " ; 

(ae) by omit t ing from section 136c the words " o n e 
p o u n d " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words " t w o p o u n d s " ; 

(af) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection four of 
section 167A the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the local 
land board shall not make any determinat ion 
t h a t would have the effect of reducing the ren t 
to less than two pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(ag) (i) by inser t ing in subsection six of section one 
hundred and eighty-three af ter the word 
" t h e r e i n " the words " P r o v i d e d tha t such 
annual r en t shall not be less than two 
p o u n d s . " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing a t the end of the same sub­
section the words " P r o v i d e d t h a t such ren t 
shall not be less than two pounds pe r 
a n n u m . ' ' ; 

(ah) by inse r t ing in p a r a g r a p h two of section one 
hundred and eighty-five af ter the words " P r o ­
vided t h a t " the words " s u c h r en t shall not be 
less than two pounds pe r a n n u m : Provided 
fur ther t h a t " ; 

(ai) by inse r t ing a t the end of subsection eight of 
section one hundred and n ine ty the words 
" P r o v i d e d tha t the ren t shall not be less than 
two pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(aj) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h (e) of sub­
section one of section one hundred and ninety-
th ree the words " P r o v i d e d tha t such rent shall 
not be less t han two pounds per a n n u m . ' ' ; 

(ak) 



(ak) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection eight of 
section 193A the words " P r o v i d e d tha t such rent 
shall not be less than two pounds per a n n u m . " ; 

(al) (i) by inser t ing in subsection one of section two 
hundred and two af ter the word " w a t e r " 
the words " P r o v i d e d t h a t the annual ren t 
payable shall not be less than two p o u n d s . " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection six of 
the same section the words " P r o v i d e d tha t 
the annual r en t payable shall not be less 
than two p o u n d s . " ; 

(iii) by inser t ing in subsection eight of the same 
section af ter the words " loca l land b o a r d " 
where firstly occurr ing the words " P r o v i d e d 
tha t the annual r en t shall not be less than 
two p o u n d s . " ; 

(iv) by omit t ing from subsection nine of the 
same section the words " d e t e r m i n e d by the 
local land b o a r d " ; 

(am) by inser t ing a t the end of section two hundred 
and fifty-eight the words " P r o v i d e d fur ther tha t 
the ren t in respect of each por t ion of a sub­
divided homestead selection, homestead farm, 
Crown-lease, condit ional lease, set t lement lease, 
suburban holding, or conditional purchase lease, 
shall not be less t han two pounds per a n n u m . " . 

(2) The Closer Set t lement Act, 1904, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , is amended by inser t ing a t the end 
of section forty-six the following new p a r a g r a p h : — 

A n y determinat ion of ren t under this section shall 
no t be less than two pounds pe r annum. 

(3) The Closer Set t lement Amendment (Conver­
sion) Act, 1943, as amended by subsequent Acts , is 
amended by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h (a) of 
subsection two of section nine the following new 
prov iso :— 

Prov ided fur ther tha t the annual ren t shall not be 
less than two pounds. 

(4) 



(4) (a) The Pr ickly-pear Act , 1924, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(i) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection (3A) of 
section fifteen the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the ren t 
of any holding shall no t be reduced under this 
section to less t han two pounds pe r a n n u m . " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing in section seventeen af ter the word 
" r e n t " where firstly occurr ing the words and 
paren theses ' ' (not being less t h a n two pounds 
pe r a n n u m ) " ; 

(iii) by omit t ing f rom section eighteen the words 
" n o m i n a l or o t h e r w i s e " and by inser t ing in lieu 
thereof the words and pa ren theses " ( n o t being 
less t han two pounds pe r a n n u m ) ' ' ; 

( iv) by inse r t ing a t the end of subsection two of 
section twenty the words " P r o v i d e d t h a t no 
such reduct ion shall have the effect of reducing 
the ren t to less t han two pounds pe r a n n u m " ; 

(v) (a ) by inser t ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h (a) of 
subsection five of section 21A the words 
" P r o v i d e d tha t the annua l ren t shall not 
be less t han two p o u n d s . " ; 

(b) by inse r t ing in p a r a g r a p h (d) of the same 
subsection af ter the word " d e t e r m i n e d " the 
words " P r o v i d e d tha t the annua l ren t shall 
not be less than two p o u n d s . " ; 

(vi) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection three of 
section 21B the words " P r o v i d e d tha t the ren t 
shall not in any case be less t han two pounds 
pe r a n n u m . " 

(b) The Pr ick ly-pear Act, 1924, as amended 
by subsequent Acts and by th is Act, m a y be cited as 
the Pr ick ly-pear Act, 1924-1957. 

(5) W h e r e in respect of any— 
(a) homestead selection (before or af ter g r a n t ) , or 

lease, or occupation license, or permiss ion to 
enclose a road or watercourse under the Crown 

Lands 



Lands Acts as defined in section five of the 
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , (other than a lease 
unde r P a r t V I of the Crown Lands Consolida­
t ion Act, 1913); or 

(b) lease or pe rmi t to occupy or permiss ion to 
enclose a road under the Closer Set t lement A c t s ; 
or 

(c) lease or permiss ion to enclose a road or water­
course under the Re tu rned Soldiers Set t lement 
Act, 1916, or unde r tha t Act, as amended by 
subsequent A c t s ; or 

(d) lease unde r the Pr ickly-pear Act, 1924, or under 
tha t Act as amended by subsequent Acts , 

subsis t ing a t the commencement of this Act, the ren t or 
license fee, as the case m a y be, is less t h a n two pounds 
p e r annum, such ren t or license fee shall be increased to 
two pounds pe r annum as f rom the expira t ion of the day 
nex t preceding the day upon which the ren t (whether 
payable year ly or half-yearly) or license fee, as the case 
may be, becomes payable next after such commencement 
and all subsequent payments of r en t and license fee shall 
be increased to two pounds if payable annual ly and to 
one pound if payable half-yearly. 

4. The Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , is fur ther amended by 
omit t ing section 25A and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
following sect ion:— 

25A. Notwi ths tanding the provis ions of any other 
Act i t shall be lawful to reserve from sale or lease 
general ly any land which before or af ter the com­
mencement of the Crown Lands (Amendment ) Act, 
1957, was or i s — 

(a) appropr i a t ed or resumed for any public 
purpose and vested in a Minis ter of the 
Crown on behalf of H e r Majesty by or under 
the au thor i ty of any S ta tu te or acquired by 
or on behalf of the Crown by gift or other­
wise ; or (b) 
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(b) app rop r i a t ed or resumed and vested in the 
W a t e r Conservat ion and I r r iga t ion Com­
mission, o r otherwise acquired by or vested 
in the said Commission, by or under the 
au thor i ty of any S ta tu te , 

and upon revocation of any such reservat ion, the 
land m a y be dealt with as if it had been acquired 
under the Closer Set t lement Acts or as Crown land 
within the meaning of this Act. 

5. (1) The Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, as 
amended by subsequent Acts , is fur ther amended— 

(a) by inser t ing in the definition of " M i n e r a l s " in 
section five af ter the word " s u b s t a n c e " the 
words and paren theses ' ' (whether of the same 
kind as the foregoing substances or n o t ) " ; 

(b) by omit t ing f rom section seventy-five the words 
" i n a reas not exceeding in any case one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty a c r e s " ; 

(c) (i) by omit t ing from subsection three of section 
75B the word " f e e " and by inser t ing in lieu 
thereof the word " d e p o s i t " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing a t the end of the same 
subsection the following new p a r a g r a p h : — 

W h e r e before the commencement of the 
Crown L a n d s (Amendment ) Act, 1957, an 
appl icat ion for a lease unde r this section 
was accompanied by the fee prescr ibed, 
such fee or any p a r t thereof m a y be 
refunded if the appl icat ion has been 
refused or wi thdrawn. 

(d) by omit t ing from section two hundred and 
th i r teen the following word and p a r a g r a p h : — 

" a n d 

(d) not in excess of the cost of making the 
i m p r o v e m e n t s " ; (2) 



(2) Any proclamat ion of the Governor published in 
the Gazette before the commencement of this Act 
declar ing any substance to be a minera l within the 
meaning of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, 
shal l be as valid and effectual as if the amendment made 
by p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection one of this section had 
been in force a t the t ime such proc lamat ion was so 
published. 

6. The W e s t e r n Lands Act of 1901, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended by omit t ing from section 
th i r ty-one the following word and p a r a g r a p h : — 

" a n d 

(d) not in excess of the cost of making the improve­
m e n t s " . 

7. (1) (a) The F o r e s t r y Act, 1916, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , is amended— 

(i) by inser t ing in subsection one of section 
twenty-five af ter the word " l i c e n s e s " where 
firstly occurr ing the words and parentheses 
" ( o t h e r than leases or licenses within a t imber 
r e s e r v e ) " ; 

(ii) by omit t ing subsection three of the same section 
and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the following 
subsection:— 

(3) Moneys payable as ren t under any such 
lease or license, o ther t h a n a lease or license 
within a t imber reserve , shall be received by the 
Commission. 

(b) The F o r e s t r y Act, 1916, as amended by 
subsequent Acts and by this Act, m a y be cited as the 
F o r e s t r y Act, 1916-1957. 

(2) Any action, m a t t e r or th ing taken or done 
before the commencement of this Act for or wi th respect 
to the adminis t ra t ion of m a t t e r s re la t ing to leases or 
licenses within a t imber reserve which would have been 
valid had the amendments made by subsection one of 
this section been in force a t the t ime such action, ma t t e r 
or th ing was taken or done, is hereby validated. 

8. 



8. (1) The Lord Howe I s l and Act, 1953, is amended 
by inser t ing a t the end of section twenty-five the 
following new subsection:— 

(4) W h e r e the lease is a lease in pe rpe tu i ty unde r 
section twenty-one of th is Act the r e n t as so 
determined shall remain in force for a per iod of 
ten yea r s . Subsequent de terminat ions shall be made 
a t in tervals of ten yea r s and each such determinat ion 
shall be made as a t the da te of expira t ion of the 
per iod of the las t preceding determinat ion and shall 
r ema in in force for a per iod of ten yea r s from tha t 
d a t e : P rov ided tha t if a t any t ime the lease is 
t r ans f e r r ed to an I s l ande r the annua l r en t shall 
r eve r t to one pound pe r acre or p a r t of an acre on 
and f rom the da te on which the annual ren t is next 
payable af ter the t ransfer . 

(2) The Lord Howe Is land Act, 1953, as amended 
by this Act, may be cited as the Lord Howe Is land Act, 
1953-1957. 

9. The Trus tees of Publ ic Reserves Enab l ing Act, 
1924, is amended by inser t ing a t the end of section eight 
the words " P r o v i d e d tha t where the public reserve is 
no t within a local government a r ea in respect of which 
valuat ion l ists have been furnished to the council thereof 
by the Valuer-General , nor within an I r r i ga t ion Area , 
the certificate of value of the land including any buildings 
or improvements erected or to be erected thereon may, 
if the Minis ter so directs , be given by the W e s t e r n 
Lands Commissioner where the public reserve is in the 
W e s t e r n Division or by a Dis t r ic t Surveyor where the 
public reserve is in the Cent ra l Division or E a s t e r n 
Division. 

I n this section— 

' 'D i s t r i c t Surveyor " , " E a s t e r n Div i s ion" , " Centra l 
D i v i s i o n " and " W e s t e r n D iv i s ion" have the 
meanings ascribed there to respect ively in the 
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, a s 
amended by subsequent Acts . 

" I r r i g a t i o n 



"Irr igat ion A r e a " means an irrigation area 
constituted under the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Act, 1910, or the Irrigation Act, 1912, or the 
Wentworth Irrigation Act, or the Hay Irrigation 
Act, 1902, or any of those Acts as amended by 
subsequent Acts. 

"Local government a r ea" means a local government. 
area within the meaning of the Local 
Government Act, 1919, as amended by 
subsequent Acts. 

"Western Lands Commissioner" means the Western 
Lands Commissioner appointed under the 
Western Lands Act of 1901, as amended by 
subsequent Acts." 


