
WESTERN LANDS (AMENDMENT) 
ACT. 

Act No. 19, 1937. 

An Act to amend the Western Lands Act of 190 L, 
• and the Wild Dog Destruction Act, 1921, 

and certain other Acts in certain respects; 
to validate certain matters; and for pur­
poses connected therewith. [Assented to, 
8th December, 1937.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 

1 . (1) This Act may be cited as the "Western Lands 
(Amendment) Act, 1937." 

(2) 



(2) The Wes t e rn Lands Act of 1901, as amended 
b y subsequent Acts , is in this Act re fer red to as the 
P r inc ipa l Act. 

2 . The P r inc ipa l Act is amended— 
(a) by omit t ing from section twelve the words " h i m 

or t h e m " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words " t h e Minister , the Commissioner or a 
c h a i r m a n ' ' ; 

(b) (i) by omit t ing from section 17A the word 
" G o v e r n o r " wherever occurr ing and by 
inser t ing in lieu thereof the word " M i n i s ­
t e r " ; 

(ii) by omit t ing from the same section the word 
" e i g h t y " and by inser t ing in lieu thereof 
the words ' ' two hundred " ; 

(c) by omit t ing the proviso to section eighteen and 
by inser t ing in lieu thereof the following 
w o r d s : — 

Whenever in pursuance of the provis ions of 
this Act any holding or any r ight , t i t le or in te res t 
to or in any land, becomes liable to be forfeited, 
such forfei ture may be declared by the Minis ter 
by notification in the Gazette. 

Whenever in any ins t rument of lease in force 
a t the commencement of the W e s t e r n Lands 
(Amendment) Act, 1937, or issued af ter such 

. commencement, it is provided tha t any lease 
may be cancelled or cancelled and forfeited or 
declared to have lapsed, such cancellation or 
cancellation and forfei ture or laps ing may be 
declared by the Minis ter by notification in the 
Gazette . 

No forfei ture, cancellation or laps ing shall 
opera te to extinguish any debt to the Crown. 

The Minister may, on the recommendat ion of 
the Commissioner, waive or reverse, whether 
provisional ly or otherwise, and on such con­
dit ions as he may think fit, any such forfei ture , 
cancellation, or lapsing. Any reversa l shall be 
notified in the Gazette. 

c (d) 



(d) by omit t ing from section 18c the words " a n d 
such de terminat ion shall in all cases be final and 
conc lus ive" and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words " T h e provis ions of subsection six of sec­
t ion nine of this Act shall extend to appeals and 
references to the Land and Valua t ion Cour t in 
respect of any such de terminat ion and to the 
r e t u r n of any such de te rmina t ion to the local 
land b o a r d . " 

(e) (i) by omit t ing from subsection two of section 
18G the words " t h e Minis ter shall not give 
such consent unless the appl icat ion for his 
consent is accompanied b y " and by inser t ­
ing in lieu thereof the words " n o t r ans fe r 
(except a t r ans fe r by way of d ischarge of 
m o r t g a g e ) , conveyance, ass ignment or mort ­
gage of, or other such deal ing with, a lease 
appl ied for af ter the commencement of the 
Wes t e rn Lands (Amendment ) Act, 1934, 
or of any por t ion thereof, shall be effected 
unless or u n t i l " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing in the same subsection af ter tho 
words " s u c h v a l u e " the words " i s lodged 
with the Commiss ione r " ; 

(Ml) by omit t ing f rom the same subsection the 
words " app l i ca t i on for such consent may 
be deal t with without recourse to this sub­
sec t ion" and by inser t ing in lieu thereof 
the words " t r a n s f e r , conveyance, assign­
ment , mor tgage or o ther deal ing may be 
effected wi thout lodgment of such certifi­
c a t e " ; 

(iv) by inse r t ing in subsection five of the same 
section af te r the word " A c t " where firstly 
occurr ing the words "Or of any holding into 
which any such lease has been, or m a y be, 
c o n v e r t e d " ; 

(v) by inse r t ing in the same subsection af ter 
the word " g r a n t e d " the words " o r con­
firmed as the case may b e " ; 

(f) 



(f) (i) by omit t ing from subsection two of section 
28B the words " a n d to holdings c o n v e r t e d " ; 

(ii) by inser t ing a t the end of subsection four 
of the same section the following words :— 

The rent of a homestead f a rm into which 
any por t ion of a lease under the Wes te rn 
Lands Acts has been converted shall be two 
and one half pe r centum of the capi tal value 
as determined by the local land board . 

The ren t of any such condit ional lease or 
homestead f a rm shall be payable annual ly 
in advance on the recur r ing date of the com­
mencement of t i t le there to . 

The provision contained in subsection two 
of section 19c allowing the holder of a lease 
in lieu of pay ing ren t to expend a sum not 
less than the ren t in effecting on the land 
improvements of a pe rmanen t , fixed and 
substant ia l charac te r shall not be applicable 
to a homestead f a rm into which any por t ion 
of the lease has been converted in any case 
where the lease h a d been in existence for 
five years , and where the lease had been in 
existence for less than five yea r s the provi­
sion hereinbefore re fe r red to shall cease to 
be applicable to the homestead f a rm upon 
the expira t ion of five years af ter the com­
mencement of the lease. 

(iii) by omit t ing subsection seven of the same 
section and by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
following subsect ions:— 

(7) Sections eighteen, forty-eight, fifty-
three , fifty-four, fifty-five, fifty-six, one hun­
dred and seventy-five, 175A, one hundred and 
seventy-six, 176A, one hundred and seventy-
eight, one hundred and eighty-two, one hun­
dred and ninety-one, one hundred and 
ninety-five, one hundred and ninety-eight, 
one hundred and ninety-nine, two hundred 
and one, two hundred and five, two hundred 

and 



and eight, two hundred and nine, . two hun­
dred and thir ty-one, two hundred and th i r ty-
four, two hundred and thirty-five, 235A, two 
hundred and for ty , two hundred and fifty-
seven, two hundred and fifty-eight, two hun­
dred and sixty-one, two hundred and 
seventy, two hundred and seventy-two and 
two hundred and seventy-eight, toge ther 
with subsection two of section one hundred 
and eighty-three, p a r a g r a p h s ( a ) , (c) and 
(d) of subsection three of section one hun­
dred and eighty-three and subsection two of 
section two hundred and fifty-nine of the 
Crown L a n d s Consolidation Act, 1913, a s 
amended by subsequent Acts , shall mu ta t i s 
mutand i s app ly to condit ional purchases 
into which W e s t e r n L a n d s leases have been 
converted under this section. 

(8) Sections eighteen, forty-eight , fifty-
four, fifty-seven, one hundred and seventy-
five, 175A, one hundred and seventy-six, 176A, 
one hundred and seventy-eight, one hundred 
and eighty-two, one hundred and ninety-
one, 194B, one hundred and ninety-eight , 
one hundred and ninety-nine, two hundred 
and one, two hundred and four, two hundred 
and five, two hundred and eight, two hun­
dred and nine, two hundred and th i r ty-one, 
235A, two hundred and forty, two hundred 
and fifty-seven, two hundred and fifty-eight, 
two hundred and seventy, two hund red and 
seventy-two and two hundred and seventy-
eight, toge ther with subsection two of sec­
t ion one hundred and eighty-three, p a r a ­
g r a p h s (a) and (c) of subsection three of 
section one hundred and eighty-three, and 
p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection one of section 
two hundred and twenty-six of the Crown 
L a n d s Consolidation Act, 1913, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , shall mu ta t i s mu tand i s 
app ly to condit ional leases into which 
W e s t e r n L a n d s leases have been converted 
unde r this section. 

(9) 



(9) Sections eighteen, forty-eight, one 
hundred a n d twenty-three, one hundred and 
seventy-five, 175A, one hundred and seventy-
six, 176A, one hundred and seventy-eight, 
one hundred and eighty-two, 194B, one hun­
dred, and ninety-nine, two hundred and one, 
twoJ iundred a n d four, two hundred and five, 
two J hundred and eight, two hundred and 
nine, two hundred and thir ty-one, 235A, two 
hundred and forty, two hundred and fifty-
seven, two hundred and fifty-eight, two hun­
dred and.seventy, two hundred and seventy-
two and two hundred and seventy-eight, 
together with subsections one and two of 
section one hundred and eighty-three, 
p a r a g r a p h s (a) and (c) of subsection three 
of section one hundred and eighty-three and 
subsections one and two of section two hun­
dred and sixty-nine of the Crown L a n d s 
Consolidation Act, 1913, as amended by 
subsequent Acts , shall muta t i s mutand i s 
apply to homestead fa rms into which West­
ern Lands leases have been converted u n d e r 
this section, whether such conversion was 
effected before or af ter the commencement 
of the W e s t e r n Lands (Amendment ) Act , 
1937. 

(10) A reference in any of the provisions 
of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, 
as amended by subsequent Acts , enumerated 
in subsection seven, subsection eight or 
subsection nine of this section to the Under 
Sec re ta ry for Lands , the Depa r tmen t of 
L a n d s or the Lands Depar tmen t , shall be 
read and construed as a reference to the 
Commissioner appointed under this Act and 
the Wes t e rn Lands Office respectively. 

(g) by inser t ing next af ter section 35L the following 
new sect ion:— 

35M. (1) A sur render unde r any of the pro­
visions of this Act may be effected by a t rus tee 
in respect of land which he holds as a t rus tee as 
if a power to t ha t effect were contained in the 

will 



will or o ther ins t rument c rea t ing the t rus t , o r by 
an executor or a n admin i s t r a to r in respect of 
land held by h im as executor or admin i s t r a to r as 
the case m a y b e : 

P rov ided tha t any land assured to any trustee^ 
executor, or admin i s t r a to r upon conversion or 
subdivision or by way of exchange o r lease under 
th is Act shall be held by him, subject to the same 
t rus t s as the land su r rendered by him. 

(2) E v e r y su r r ende r made by a t rus tee , 
executor or admin i s t r a to r before the commence­
ment of the W e s t e r n Lands (Amendment ) Act, 
1937, shall be as val id as if subsection one of 
this section had been in operat ion when the 
su r r ende r was made. 

(h) by inser t ing in section thi r ty-s ix af ter the words 
" t e n p o u n d s " the words "Without pre judice to 
the genera l i ty of the foregoing power the 
Governor m a y make regula t ions app ly ing any of 
the provis ions of this Act or the Crown L a n d s 
Acts to holdings into which leases may be con­
ver ted unde r th is Act . W h e r e v e r in any provi ­
sion so applied, reference is made to the U n d e r 
Sec re ta ry for Lands , the D e p a r t m e n t of L a n d s 
or the L a n d s Depar tmen t , such reference shall , 
for the purpose of the appl icat ion of such provi ­
sion, be read and const rued as a reference to the 
Commissioner appoin ted under this Act and the 
W e s t e r n Lands Office r e spec t i ve ly" ; 

( i) by omit t ing from section th i r ty-seven the words 
" a p p l y as prescr ibed to su r r ende r such lease to 
the G o v e r n o r " and by inse r t ing in lieu thereof 
the words " w i t h the consent of the Minister , 
su r r ende r such lease by an ins t rumen t in the 
prescr ibed form. The Minis ter may accept such 
su r r ende r on behalf of H i s M a j e s t y . " 

3 . (1) The Wi ld Dog Des t ruc t ion Act, 1921, a s 
amended by subsequent Acts , is hereby amended by in­
ser t ing a t the end of section th i r t een the following 
w o r d s : — 

A rate-book m a y be const i tuted by a ser ies of ca rds 
in a form approved by the Audi tor -Genera l . 

(2) 



(2) Subsection one of this section shall be deemed 
to have commenced on the first day of January, one thou­
sand nine hundred and twenty-two. 


