
INFANTS' HOME, ASHFIELD, 
ACT. 

Act No. 13, 1924. 
An Act to incorpora te t h e member s of a society 

wh ich conduc t s t h e In fan t s ' H o m e , Ashfield : 
t o p r o m o t e t h e objects of t h e said soc ie ty ; 
and for purposes connec ted t h e r e w i t h . 
[Assented to , 13 th October , 1921.] 

BE it enacted b y the K i n g ' s Most Excellent Majesty, 
b y and with the advice and consent of the Legis

lative Council and Legislat ive Assembly of New South 
Wales in Pa r l i amen t assembled, and b y the au thor i ty of 
the same, as follows:— 

1 . This Ac t may be cited as the " I n f a n t s ' H o m e , 
Ashfield, Act , 1921. '" 

2 . (1) I n this Act , unless the con tex t or subject-
m a t t e r o therwise r equ i r e s— 

" Body corporate " means the body corporate con
s t i tu ted by this Act. 

" D u l y verified " means sealed wi th t h e seal of t he 
body corporate and certified as correct by a 
m e m b e r of its govern ing body. 

" Members " inc ludes— 
(i) all persons who a t t h e date of t h e pass ing 

of th is Ac t are ent i t led according to t h e 
cons t i tu t ion and rules of t h e society to vote 
a t general mee t ings of subscribers and life 
governors of t h e society ; 

(ii) all persons who are for the t ime being 
ent i t led according to t h e ru les for t he t i m e 
be ing in exis tence of the body corporate to 
vote at general mee t ings of subscribers and 
life governors of t h e body corporate or 
who are otherwise according to such rules 
m e m b e r s of the body corporate . 

" Regis tered " 



" Regis tered " means registered in the office of t he 
Regis t ra r -Genera l . 

' ' Society " means t he society which conducts the 
In fan t s ' H o m e , Ashfield. 

3 . (1) The member s shall , by the n a m e of " T h e 
I n f a n t s ' H o m e , A s f i e l d , " be a body corporate with 
pe rpe tua l succession and a common seal, and under tha t 
n a m e may sue and be sued, proceed and be proceeded 
aga ins t in all cour ts . 

(2) (a) The land comprised in certificate of title 
da ted t he seventh day of J a n u a r y , one thousand nine 
hundred and twen ty - two , registered vo lume three 
t housand two hundred and s ix ty-n ine , folio two 
hund red and fourteen, is hereby vested in the body 
corporate , and it shall be ent i t led to become the 
registered propr ie tors thereof for an es ta te in fee-simple. 

(b) The said land shall be held by the body 
corporate freed and discharged from any t rus ts affecting 
t h e same, but upon a char i table t rus t for the objects of 
t h e body corporate as specified in section five of this 
A c t . If, however, it becomes impract icable to give 
effect to the said objects, the land or the inves tments for 
the t ime being represent ing the same shall be held upon 
trust for such char i table objects and subject to such 
powers of sale and disposition as 11 is Majes ty ' s At to rney-
Genera l of and for the State of New South Wales may 
by deed appoint . 

(e) If the said land is a l ienated by the body 
corporate , t he t rus t s by this section, provided for shall 
a t t a ch to whatever is received by the body corporate by 
way of consideration or in exchange upon the a l ienat ion. 

(3) All o ther real and personal estate which at 
the da te of the passing of this Ac t is vested in and held 
by any person in t r u s t for or on behalf of the society or 
t he In fan t s ' Home , Ashfield, is hereby t ransferred to 
and vested in the body corporate subject to any t rus t s 
affecting the same. 

(4) The body corporate m a y — 
(a) take , purchase , hold, and enjoy not only such 

lands, buildings, and heredi taments as may 
from t ime to t ime he required for the purposes 
of the Infants ' Home. Ashfield, but also any 
other lands and hered i taments whatsoever or 
wheresoever s i t u a t e ; and (b) 



(b) l ake , purchase , and receive, hold, and enjoy 
any chat te l s and personal p roper ty ; and 

(c) upon such t e rms and condit ions as to i t m a y 
seem fit sell, g ran t , convey, demise, or other
wise dispose of e i ther absolute ly or by way of 
m o r t g a g e or otherwise howsoever any of t h e 
p roper ty real or personal be longing to t he 
body corporate , inc lud ing the whole or any par t 
of or in te res t in t he l and referred to in sub-
section two of this section. 

4 . (1) The officers and m e m b e r s of t he govern ing 
body of t he society in office a t t he da te of t he passing 
of th i s A c t shall , subject to t h e provisions of t he rules 
of t h e body corporate , and un t i l the i r successors are 
elected, be t he officers and m e m b e r s of t he governing-
body of the body corporate . 

(2) I t shall be t h e d u t y of t h e secretary for t he 
t ime be ing of t h e body corporate to cause a memoria l , 
du ly verified, se t t ing o u t the names and addresses of the 
officers and members of t he govern ing body of t he body 
corporate , toge ther wi th par t i cu la rs of t he offices which 
they respect ively hold, to be registered wi th in one 
m o n t h after the da te of t h e passing of th is A c t or 
wi thin such fur ther t ime as t h e Governor may appoint . 

(3) W h e n e v e r a n y change is made or occurs in 
t he govern ing body, whe the r by new appo in tment , 
r e t i rement , removal , dea th , or otherwise, i t shal l 
become the d u t y of t he secre tary for t h e t i m e be ing 
of t he body corporate to cause a memor ia l , du ly verified, 
se t t ing out par t icu la rs of t he change to be registered 
w i th in fifteen days after t he change has been made or 
occurs. 

5 . ( 1 ) The objects of the body corporate shal l b e — 
(a) to assist unmar r i ed mo the r s w i th the i r first 

i n f a n t ; a n d 
(b) to assist infants of t ende r years , w h e t h e r 

l eg i t imate or i l legi t imate , r equ i r ing proper 
care and a t t en t ion in cases where e i ther pa ren t 
of t h e in fan t is an i n m a t e of a men ta l or 
publ ic hospi ta l or is in receipt of an inval id 
pension, or where t he mothe r of t he in fan t— 

(i) is a widow ; or 
(ii) has been deser ted by her h u s b a n d ; or 

(iii) 



(iii) has deser ted he r husband ; or 
(iv) is dead ; or 
(v) is des t i tu te ; 

(c) to assist foundl ings ; 
(d) to do and perform any char i tab le work t end ing 

to the comfort and welfare of ch i ld ren or 
female adul t s . 

(2) The body corporate may for the purpose of 
ca r ry ing out its objects establ ish, conduct , and carry on 
homes for the reception of ch i ldren , and in par t icu la r 
m a y car ry on, conduct , and control t h e h o m e conduc ted 
by t h e society. 

( 3 ) The body corpora te shal l give first considera
t ion to t he case of an u n m a r r i e d m o t h e r wi th her first 
infant who, excep t in cases of emergency , shal l be 
admi t t ed to the home toge ther wi th the infant and 
provided wi th a t empora ry home there in . 

( 4 ) The body corporate may where it t h inks fit 
receive a marr ied or unmar r i ed mo the r in to t h e home 
wi th he r in fan t . 

6 . (1) The cons t i tu t ion and ru les of t he society as 
exis t ing a t the da te of t he pass ing of th is Ac t shall , 
subject to t he provisions of th i s Ac t , he the cons t i tu t ion 
and rules of the; body corpora te un t i l the same shal l be 
a l tered in accordance wi th t he provisions of this Ac t . 

(2) The objects of t h e body corporate as set out 
in section five of th is A c t may no t be a l tered, b u t t he 
body corporate may from time; to t ime a l ter or repeal 
all or any of i ts rules a n d m a y m a k e new rules , and in 
pa r t i cu la r and wi thou t res t r ic t ing t he general i ty of th is 
provision m a y m a k e r u l e s — 

(a) for r egu l a t i ng t he t imes and modes of cal l ing 
meet ings , for fixing the q u o r u m of mee t ings , 
and for r egu la t ing t he t ransac t ion of business 
at meet ings ; 

(b) for t he exercise by t h e body corporate of all 
or any of i ts powers ; 

(c) for the appl ica t ion or i nves tmen t of i t s f u n d s ; 
(d) for t he appo in tment , by election or o therwise, 

of officers to m a n a g e all or any of t he affairs 
of t he body corporate and for the r e t i r ement 
or r emova l of such officers; 

(e) 



(e) for t he admission or qualification of persons 
as member s of t he body corporate ; 

(f) for fixing the votes of t he members of the 
body corporate; 

(g) for t he appo in tmen t of staff and servants ; 
(h) genera l ly for t h e suppor t , m a n a g e m e n t , a n d 

gove rnmen t of the body corporate and of al l 
officers, servants , inmates , a n d o ther persons 
ob ta in ing or receiving suppor t , relief, or 
ass is tance from t h e body corporate : 

Provided always t h a t no ru le shall be in any way 
r e p u g n a n t to or inconsis tent wi th t he provisions of th i s 
Ac t . 

(3) A n y five member s of t he body corporate may , 
b y not ice given by adver t i sement publ ished in a t least 
t w o Sydney daily newspapers not less t h a n seven days 
before t he da te of the meeting; and s ta t ing t he purpose 
of the meet ing , summon a mee t ing of members for t he 
purpose of a l te r ing rules or m a k i n g new rules as t h e 
case m a y be, and any a l tera t ions or new rules made by 
a major i ty of the member s present and vot ing a t such 
m e e t i n g shall be effectual. 

( 4 ) A copy of the rules of the body corporate 
duly verified shall be registered wi th in one ca lendar 
m o n t h after t he passing of this Act . 

(5) W h e n e v e r any ru le is a l tered or any new rule 
is made a copy of t he a l tera t ion or new rule duly verified 
shall be registered wi th in fifteen days after t he a l te ra t ion 
or new rule is made . 

(6) A n y memoria l , copy of rules or o the r document 
by th is Act r equ i red to be registered may , if duly 
verified, he registered in t he office of t he Regis t ra r -
Genera l in t he m a n n e r prescr ibed by regula t ions made 
unde r t h e Conveyancing Ac t , 1919. 

( 7 ) The rules of the body corporate may be proved 
b y the product ion of the copies which have been 
registered, or a copy thereof certified by the Regis t rar -
Genera l or a depu ty regis t ra r -genera l . 

7 . Cont rac t s on behalf of the body corporate may be 
made as follows, tha t is to say— 

(a) any contract which if made between pr iva te per
sons would be by law required to be in wr i t ing 
and under seal may be made on behalf of t h e 

body 



body corporate in wr i t i ng unde r t h e c o m m o n 
seal of the body corporate , and such con t rac t 
may be in t he same m a n n e r varied or d ischarged; 

(b) any con t rac t wh ich if made between pr iva te 
persons would be by law required to be in 
wr i t ing and signed by the par ty to be charged 
therewi th may be m a d e on behalf of t he body 
corporate in wr i t ing signed by any person 
ac t ing unde r the express or implied au thor i ty 
of the body corporate , and such con t rac t m a y 
in the same m a n n e r be varied or d i s c h a r g e d ; 

(e) any cont rac t which if made; be tween pr iva te 
persons would by law be valid a l t hough made 
by parol only and not reduced in to wr i t ing 
may be made by parol on behalf of the body 
corporate by any person ac t ing unde r t he 
express or implied au thor i ty of the body 
corporate , and such con t rac t may in t he same 
m a n n e r be varied or discharged. 

And all contracts made according to the provisions 
here in conta ined shall be effectual in law and shal l be 
b ind ing upon the body corporate and its successors and 
all o ther parties there to , the i r heirs , executors , or 
admin is t ra to rs as t he ease m a y be . 

S. Minis ters of religion shall, subject and according 
to the rules of the body corporate and to any by-laws 
made by the governing body of t he body corporate , have 
free admi t t ance to inmates of the home conducted by 
t h e body corporate for t he purpose of admin i s te r ing 
rel igious ins t ruc t ion and consolation to such inmates as 
a re of t h a t minis te r ' s own denominat ion, b u t in no case 
shal l any minis ter of religion of any denomina t ion be 
capable of being elected or appointed as a member of the 
governing body of t he body corporate. 

9 . (1) No i r regular i ty , informali ty, or i l legali ty in 
t h e election or a p p o i n t m e n t of any m e m b e r of t he 
govern ing body or officer of t h e body corporate or failure 
by the secretary for the t ime be ing to comply wi th 
t h e r equ i r emen t s of section four of th is A c t shall be 
t aken or construed to render illegal or invalid any act , 
deed, mat te r , or th ing done or executed or suffered to be 
done or executed by such m e m b e r or officer in pur suance 
of such election or appo in tmen t . 

(2) 



(2) Any such election or appointment may, in 
suck way as may be provided for in the rules for the 
time being, be determined to be good or bad, and if bad 
the vacancy supplied in such way as may be provided 
for in such rules. 

(3) The provisions of the said rules for the time 
being, as to the validity of any such election or appoint
ment and the acts, deeds, and things done by any 
member or officer in pursuance of any such election or 
appointment, shall have the force and effect of law. 


