
An Act to confirm the Union in New South 
Wales of t he Wes leyan Methodis t Church in 
New South Wales , t he Pr imi t ive Methodis t 
Church in New South Wales , and the Uni ted 
Methodis t F ree Churches in New South Wales 
under t he name of the Methodis t Church of 
Australasia ; to deal wi th the real and per­
sonal proper ty in New South Wales of t he 
said un i t i ng churches ; to g ive certain powers 
to the New South Wales Conference of t he 
said t he Methodis t Church of Aus t ra las ia ; 
to amend the W e s e y a n Methodis t Church 
P rope r ty Trus t Act, 1889, the Pr imi t ive 
Methodis t Church Temporal i t ies Act, 1879, 
and the Pr imi t ive Methodis t Church Proper ty 
Act, 1897 ; and for o ther purposes connected 
wi th or incidental to the above objects. [28th 
October, 1902.] 

WH E R E A S t h e Genera l Conference of the Aus t ra las ian Wes l eyan 
Me thod i s t Church , held a t Adelaide, in t he t h e n Prov ince of 

South Aus t ra l i a , in t he year one thousand e igh t h u n d r e d a n d n ine ty-
four, empowered a n d author ised each A n n u a l Conference of t he said 
C h u r c h to ca r ry in to effect w i th in i ts own hounds un ion w i t h any ' 
or all of the o ther Methodis t Churches wi thin i ts bounds , on t h e 
cons t i tu t iona l basis defined by the said Genera l Conference, and set 
for th in t he p r in ted m i n u t e s of such Genera l Conference of t h e year 
one thousand e igh t hundred and ninety-four , h u t subject to a 
provision t h a t u n t i l Methodis t Un ion had become general t h r o u g h o u t 
Aus t ra las ia t he n a m e of t h e un i t i ng chu rches should, w h e n un i ted , be 
"The Aus t ra las ian Wes leyan Methodis t C h u r c h , " a n d t h a t thereaf te r 
t h e un i t ed c h u r c h should be denomina ted " The Methodis t C h u r c h of 
Aus t r a l a s i a " : A n d whereas wi th t he consent of t h e N e w South Wales 
Conference (being an A n n u a l Conference of t h e Aus t ra las ian W e s l e y a n 
Method i s t Church , embrac ing w i th in i ts jur i sd ic t ion t he S ta te of N e w 
South Wales , and which said A n n u a l Conference is du ly cons t i tu ted 
by , and forms an in tegra l pa r t of, t h e said Genera l Conference) a n 
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ag reemen t was du ly m a d e be tween the following churches , denomi­
na t ions , or rel igious communi t ies in N e w South W a l e s , t h a t is to say, 
t h e Wes l eyan Method i s t C h u r c h in N e w South Wales (being t h a t p a r t 
of t h e Aus t ra las ian W e s l e y a n Methodis t C h u r c h which is in N e w 
Sou th Wales ) , t h e P r imi t i ve Methodis t Church in N e w South W a l e s , 
a n d t h e U n i t e d Methodis t F r e e Churches in N e w Sou th Wales , 
here inaf ter called t he " u n i t i n g chu rches , " to en te r in to a n organic 
un ion as one chu rch u n d e r t he n a m e of t h e " Aus t ra las ian Wes leyan 
Methodis t C h u r c h " as a n d from the first day of J a n u a r y , one 
thousand n ine h u n d r e d and two , on t h e said const i tu t ional basis, a n d 
in t e rms of a p lan of un ion agreed to by t h e respect ive A n n u a l 
Conferences or Assemblies cons t i tu t ing t h e governing bodies of t h e 
u n i t i n g churches , which said p lan of un ion is fully set for th in t h e 
p r in t ed m i n u t e s of t he New South W a l e s Conference of the Aus t ra las ian 
Wes l eyan Methodis t Church , held a t Sydney, in t he S ta te of N e w 
South Wales , i n t h e year one thousand n ine hund red and one, i t be ing 
agreed t h a t when Method i s t U n ion had become general t h roughou t 
Aus t ra las ia t he un i ted c h u r c h should be denomina ted " The Methodis t 
Church of Aus t ra las ia" : A n d whereas Method i s t Un ion became 
general t h r o u g h o u t Aust ra las ia on t h e first day of J a n u a r y , one 
thousand n ine h u n d r e d a n d two : A n d whereas p u r s u a n t to such 
a g r e e m e n t t h e u n i t i n g churches did, on the first day of J a n u a r y , one 
thousand n i n e h u n d r e d and two, en te r in to a n organic un ion as one 
c h u r c h unde r t h e n a m e of " The Method i s t Church of Aus t ra las ia " 
on t h e said const i tu t ional basis, and in t e rms of t h e said p l an of un ion : 
A n d whereas t h e chu rch n a m e d in t h e said const i tu t ional basis is 
t h r o u g h o u t such basis called " The Aus t ra las ian Methodis t C h u r c h , " 
a n d the miss ionary society named the re in is called " The Aus t ra las ian 
Methodis t Missionary Society." : A n d whereas t he N e w South 
Wales Conference of t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of Australasia , held a t 
Sydney in t h e m o n t h s of F e b r u a r y and March , one t housand n ine 
h u n d r e d a n d two, a n d which Conference included minis ter ia l 
a n d lay representa t ives of all t h e u n i t i n g churches , m a d e and 
passed cer ta in appoin tments , resolutions, and orders : A n d whereas 
t h e Genera l Conference of t h e Aus t ra las ian Wes leyan Methodis t 
C h u r c h empowered each A n n u a l Conference of t he said church to 
ob ta in such legal enac tmen t s as m i g h t be necessary to give effect 
to such un ion , and also to frame for itself regula t ions deal ing wi th 
t h e t e r m d u r i n g which a minis te r m a y be appoin ted to t h e same 
circuit , church , or chapel subject to cer ta in condit ions fixed by such 
Genera l Conference, and wi th o ther m a t t e r s : And whereas g ran t s have 
from t ime to t i m e been made b y t h e Crown to t rus tees of cer ta in lands 
in t he Sta te of New South W a l e s for t he erection the reon respect ively of 
churches , chapels , schoolhouses, minis te rs ' residences or for o ther pu r ­
poses for or in connect ion wi th t h e u n i t i n g churches severally, or some 
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of t h e m : A n d whereas by reason of t h e said un ion of t h e u n i t i n g 
churches , and for o ther reasons, some of such lands are unsu i tab le for 
t he purposes for which they were respect ively granted, and in respect 
of other of such lands it is or m a y be undes i rable to carry ou t t he 
specific t rus ts upon which they were granted, and it is expedient t ha t 
such lands should be held u p o n the t r u s t s and wi th t he powers , 
au thor i t ies , and discretions and subject to t h e provisions of the model 
deed referred to in section three hereof : A n d whereas i t is necessary 
and desirable to obta in legislative au tho r i t y to confirm the un ion of t h e 
said u n i t i n g churches and to declare t he t rus t s u p o n which al l real and 
personal p roper ty in N e w Sou th W a l e s now or hereaf ter held in t rus t for 
or in anywise be longing to t he said u n i t i n g churches , namely , t he Wes­
leyan Method i s t Church in N e w South Wales , t he P r imi t ive Methodis t 
Church in N e w South Wales , and the U n i t e d Methodis t Free Churches 
in N e w Sou th Wales , or any of t h e m , shall hencefor th be held, 
and also to give to t he N e w Sou th Wales Conference of t h e 
Method i s t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia power to m a k e appo in tments of 
minis ters or preachers on t r ia l to t he same circui t , church or churches , 
chapel or chapels , or premises year by year successively for five years 
or for such grea te r or lesser n u m b e r of years as m a y from t ime to 
t ime be author ised by the Genera l Conference of t he Method i s t 
Church of Austra las ia , and to a m e n d t h e provisions of t h e said model 
deed, and o ther p o w e r s : A n d whereas it is also necessary to a m e n d 
the Wes leyan Methodis t C h u r c h P rope r ty Trus t Act , ' 1889, t he 
P r imi t i ve Methodis t Church Temporal i t ies Act , 1879, and the Pr imi t ive 
Me thod i s t C h u r c h P rope r ty Act , 1897, and to provide for other 
ma t t e r s appe r t a in ing to t h e said u n i t i n g churches or one or more of 
t h e m : Be i t therefore enacted by t h e K i n g ' s Most Exce l l en t Majesty , 
by and wi th the advice and consent of t h e Legis la t ive Counci l a n d 
Legis la t ive Assembly of New South W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, 
and by t h e au tho r i t y of t he same, as follows :— 

1. This A c t m a y be cited as t h e " M e t h o d i s t U n ion Act , 1 9 0 2 . " 
2. E x c e p t so far as is inconsistent he rewi th th i s A c t shal l be 

incorporated and read wi th t h e Wes leyan Methodis t Church P r o p e r t y 
Trus t Act , 1889, and the said las t -ment ioned Act . and this Ac t m a y be 
cited as t he Method i s t Church Proper ty Acts , 1889-1902. 

3. I n this Act , unless t he contex t or subjec t -mat te r otherwise 
indicates or r equ i res ,— 

" Cons t i tu t iona l basis " means t h e const i tu t ional basis defined by 
the Genera l Conference of the Aus t ra las ian W e s l e y a n 
Method i s t Church , held a t Adelaide, in t he t h e n Prov ince of 
South Aus t ra l ia , in the year one thousand e ight h u n d r e d and 
ninety-four , as set forth in the pr in ted minu te s of such 
Conference. 
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" Mode l deed " means t he " W e s l e y a n Methodis t Model Deed of 
N e w Sou th Wales , 1 8 8 8 , " . referred to in t h e P r inc ipa l Ac t , 
a n d a n y du ly author ised a l te ra t ion or modification thereof. 

" P l a n of u n i o n " means t he p lan of u n i o n agreed to b y t h e 
respect ive A n n u a l Conferences or Assemblies c o n s t i t u t i n g 
t he govern ing bodies of t he u n i t i n g churches as set for th in 
the p r in ted m i n u t e s of t h e N e w South W a l e s Conference of 
t h e Aus t ra las ian W e s l e y a n Methodis t Church , held a t Sydney, 
in t he S ta te of N e w Sou th Wales , in t he year one t h o u s a n d 
n ine h u n d r e d a n d one. 

" P r imi t ive Methodis t s " means t h e m e m b e r s of t h e re l igious 
c o m m u n i t y commonly k n o w n by t h a t name , a n d inc ludes 
t h e people in N e w South W a l e s connected in rel igious 
fellowship and c h u r c h governmen t , a n d called by t h a t n a m e , 
and , a t t he t ime of t he pass ing of th i s Act , fo rming p a r t of 
t h e connect ion established in Grea t Br i t a in , and k n o w n as 
t h e P r i m i t i v e Method i s t Connec t ion . 

" P r imi t ive Method i s t C h u r c h , " means t h e c h u r c h , connect ion, 
society, religious denominat ion , or c o m m u n i t y of t h e P r imi t ive 
Method i s t s in New Sou th Wales . 

" P r i n c i p a l A c t " means t h e Wes leyan Method i s t C h u r c h P r o p e r t y 
T rus t Ac t , 1889. 

" U n i t i n g Churches " means t h e Wes leyan Methodis t C h u r c h , t h e 
P r imi t ive Methodis t Church , a n d t h e Uni t ed Me thod i s t 
F r e e Churches . 

" U n i t e d F r e e Methodis t s " means the member s of t h e c o m m u n i t y 
commonly k n o w n by t h a t name , a n d includes t h e people in 
N e w South W a l e s connected in rel igious fellowship, a n d 
called by t h a t name , and, a t t h e t ime of t he pass ing of th i s 
Ac t , fo rming p a r t of t he connect ion or religious c o m m u n i t y 
establ ished in Grea t Br i t a in unde r t h e n a m e of t h e Un i t ed 
Method i s t F r e e Churches , upon t h e un ion or a m a l g a m a t i o n 
of t h e W e s l e y a n Methodis t Associat ion wi th t h e W e s l e y a n 
Method i s t Reformers . 

" U n i t e d Methodis t F r e e C h u r c h e s " means t h e chu rches 
societies, connect ion, rel igious denomina t ion or c o m m u n i t y 
of t he U n i t e d F r e e Methodis t s in N e w South W a l e s . 

" Wes l eyan Method i s t C h u r c h " means t he Aus t ra las ian W e s l e y a n 
Method i s t C h u r c h in N e w Sou th W a l e s . 

4 . The U n i o n of t h e Wes l eyan Me thod i s t Chu rch , a n d t h e 
P r imi t ive Methodis t Church , and t h e Un i t ed Methodis t F ree Churches , 
on t h e cons t i tu t iona l basis a n d p lan of union, on t he first day of 
J a n u a r y , one thousand n ine h u n d r e d and two, is hereby confirmed. 

5 . (1) The church formed by such union shal l be denomina ted 
" The Methodis t C h u r c h of Aus t ra las ia . " 
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(2) The cons t i tu t iona l basis shall be read and construed as if 
t h e words " T h e Methodis t C h u r c h of A u s t r a l a s i a " were inserted in 
p lace of t he words " The Aus t ra las ian Methodis t C h u r c h " wherever 
such w o r d s o c c u r ; and as if t he words " T h e Methodis t Miss ionary 
Society of A u s t r a l a s i a " were inserted i n place of t h e words " T h e 
Aus t ra las ian Method i s t Missionary S o c i e t y " wherever such words 
occur. 

(3) The Methodis t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia shall for all 
purposes be deemed to be t h e Wes leyan Method i s t C h u r c h wi th in t h e 
mean ing of t he Pr inc ipa l Act , and t h e A n n u a l Conference of t h e 
Method i s t C h u r c h of Austra las ia i n New South Wales shal l b e deemed 
to b e t h e New South W a l e s a n d Queens land Conference wi th in the 
m e a n i n g of t he said Ac t . 

(4) The model deed shall , after t h e passing of this Act , be 
k n o w n , referred to , and cited as " The Methodis t Model Deed of New 
Sou th W a l e s . " 

(5) T h e Wes leyan Methodis t C h u r c h Reg i s t e r of Trus tees 
for New South Wales , referred t o i n section six of t he Pr inc ipa l Ac t , 
shall , after t h e pass ing of th i s Act , be called and inscr ibed a s " The 
Methodis t C h u r c h Regis ter of Trus tees for New South W a l e s . " 

6 . The New South Wales Conference of t h e Methodis t Church 
of Aust ra las ia , held i n Sydney i n t he m o n t h s of P e b r u a r y and M a r c h , 
one thousand n ine h u n d r e d and two, and a l l elections, appo in tmen t s , 
resolut ions, and orders, held, made , and passed by such conference, are 
he reby confirmed a n d declared to b e valid for all purposes . 

7 . A l l lands, t enemen t s , a n d he red i t ament s of whatsoever 
tenure , i nc lud ing chat te ls real, s i tua te i n New South Wales , toge ther 
wi th all r igh ts , easements , and appur t enances re la t ing there to , which , 
a t t h e t ime of t h e pass ing of th i s Ac t , are held upon t h e t rus t s of t h e 
model d e e d o r of a n y deed there in referred to, or are otherwise held 
o n behalf of or in t ru s t for t he W e s l e y a n Method i s t C h u r c h shal l 
from a n d after t he pass ing of th is A c t be held for t h e Methodis t 
C h u r c h of Aus t ra las ia upon t h e t ru s t s , a n d wi th t he p o w e r s , au thor i t ies 
and discret ions, a n d subjec t t o t h e t e rms , provisions, and condit ions 
of the model deed , b u t subjec t and w i t h o u t pre judice t o a n y 
reservat ion, mor tgage , charge , encumbrance , l ien, or lease affecting 
t h e same respectively, a n d subject a n d w i t h o u t pre judice to a n y 
resu l t ing t r u s t o r a n y t r u s t of a n y such lands , t e n e m e n t s , a n d 
he red i t amen t s , i n favour of t he donor o r a n y person o r corporat ion 
o ther t h a n t h e W e s l e y a n Methodis t Church , and upon a n d subject to 
no o ther t rus t s o r provisions w h a t s o e v e r . 

8 . Al l lands, t enemen t s , a n d he red i t amen t s of whatsoever 
t e n u r e , i nc lud ing cha t te l s real, s i tuate i n N e w South Wales , toge ther 
w i t h a l l r igh ts , easements , a n d a p p u r t e n a n c e s re la t ing there to , wh ich , 
a t t he t ime of the pass ing of this Act , are held upon t he t rus t s of, a n d 
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w i t h t h e powers conferred by, a n d subject to t he provisions of t h e 
P r imi t ive Method i s t C h u r c h Temporal i t ies Act , 1879, and the Pr imi t ive 
Method i s t C h u r c h P r o p e r t y A c t of 1897, or upon a n y other t ru s t s for 
t h e chu rch or people or rel igious c o m m u n i t y or denomina t ion called or 
k n o w n as t h e " P r imi t i ve Methodis t C h u r c h , " or t he " Pr imi t ive 
Methodis t s " or t h e " P r imi t i ve Methodis t Connec t ion ," or u p o n t ru s t 
for a n y P r imi t i ve Methodis t Society, a n d also all lands, t e n e m e n t s , 
a n d he red i t ament s of whatsoever t enure , i nc lud ing chat te ls real , s i tua te 
i n N e w Sou th Wales , toge ther wi th all r igh ts , easements , a n d 
appu r t enances re la t ing there to , which , a t t h e t ime of t h e pass ing of 
th i s Act , are held u p o n t ru s t for t h e chu rch or people or rel igious 
c o m m u n i t y or denomina t ion called or k n o w n as t h e " U n i t e d F r e e 
M e t h o d i s t s " or t he " U n i t e d Methodis t F r e e Churches , " or u p o n t ru s t 
for any U n i t e d Methodis t F r e e C h u r c h Society, shall , from a n d after 
t h e pass ing of th is Act , be held for t he Methodis t Church of Aus t ra las ia 
u p o n t h e t rus t s , and wi th t h e powers , author i t ies a n d discretions, a n d 
subject t o t h e t e rms , provisions a n d condi t ions of t he model deed, b u t 
subject a n d w i t h o u t pre judice to a n y reservat ion, mor tgage , charge , 
e n c u m b r a n c e , l ien or lease affecting t h e same respectively, and subject 
and wi thou t pre judice to a n y resu l t ing t r u s t or any t rus t of a n y such 
lands , t enemen t s , and he red i t amen t s in favour of t h e donor or a n y 
person or corporat ion o ther t h a n the P r imi t ive Methodis t C h u r c h or 
U n i t e d Method i s t F r e e Churches , or e i ther of them, a n d upon a n d 
subject to no o ther t rus t s or provisions whatsoever . 

9 . A l l personal p roper ty , a n d all lands, t enements , a n d 
he red i t amen t s of whatsoever t enu re , i nc lud ing chat te ls real, s i tua te 
in N e w South Wales , toge ther w i t h all r igh ts , easements , and 
appur t enances re la t ing there to , which , a t t h e t ime of t he passing of th is 
Ac t , a re held upon t r u s t for t h e W e s l e y a n Methodis t Church for 
college purposes or collegiate school purposes or for t he purposes of a 
theological ins t i tu t ion shall , f rom a n d after t h e passing of th is Act , be 
held u p o n t ru s t for t he Methodis t Church of Aust ra las ia , and under 
t h e direct ion and control of t he New Sou th W a l e s Conference thereof, 
b u t otherwise subject to t h e t rus t s which prior to t he passing of th is 
A c t h a d been declared a n d existed concern ing t h e same. 

1 0 . Al l lands heretofore g ran ted or dedicated by the Crown upon 
t r u s t for t h e erect ion the reon respect ively of churches , chapels, school 
houses or minis ters ' residences, or for o ther purposes for or in connect ion 
w i t h the u n i t i n g churches , or a n y of t h e m , and which are now held 
u p o n t h e said t rus t s , shall, from and after t he pass ing of this Ac t , be 
deemed to have been gran ted , and shall be held for t h e Method i s t 
C h u r c h of Austra las ia , upon the t rus ts , and wi th t h e powers, au thor i t ies , 
and discretions, and subjec t to t h e te rms , provisions, a n d condit ions of 
t he model deed, a n d u p o n and subjec t to no o ther t r u s t s or provisions 
whatsoever . 

1 1 . 



1 1 . (1) Al l lands heretofore granted , reserved, dedicated, or now 
held upon t rus t , as cemeteries or bur ia l grounds for t he bur ia l of t he dead 
of t h e Wes leyan Methodis t Church , t h e Pr imi t ive Methodis t Church , or 
t h e U n i t e d Method i s t Free Churches shall , from a n d after t h e passing 
of th is Act , be deemed to have been granted , reserved or dedicated, a n d 
shal l be held in t r u s t for t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia for t he 
bur ia l the re in of t h e dead of such las t -ment ioned church , subject , 
nevertheless , in all o ther respects to t h e t rus t s , and wi th t h e powers 
declared and exis t ing concern ing the same. 

(2) The Governor may , in respect of any such lands as to 
which he has now no power of a p p o i n t m e n t of t rus tees , and no twi th ­
s tand ing and in place of any o ther power of appo in tmen t of t rus tees of 
such lands , upon the request in wr i t i ng of t h e Pres ident of t h e New South 
W a l e s Conference of t he Methodis t C h u r c h of Austra las ia , from t ime 
to t ime , by notification in t h e Gazet te , appoin t t rus tees of such lands. 

(3) The Governor m a y m a k e rules and regula t ions for t he 
m a n a g e m e n t and control of any such lands, and may impose a pena l ty not 
exceeding twen ty pounds for t h e breach of any such ru l e or regula t ion. 

(4) Such rules and regula t ions shall upon notification in 
t h e Gazet te have t he force of law. 

(5) Al l penal t ies imposed by any such ru le or regula t ion m a y 
be recovered in t he same manne r as if they had been imposed by th is Act . 

1 2 . W h e n e v e r by any will , deed, or other i n s t r u m e n t any 
p rope r ty real or personal has been or shall be devised, bequeathed , 
given, g ran ted , released, conveyed, or appointed, or has been, or shall 
be declared or directed to be held upon t rus t , to or for t h e benefit of t he 
W e s l e y a n Methodis t C h u r c h or t h e P r imi t ive Methodis t C h u r c h or t h e 
U n i t e d Me thod i s t Free Churches , or in tended so to be, or to or for t he 
benefit of a n y church , chapel , school, fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or 
auxi l iary in connect ion wi th any of t he said churches , or in tended so 
to be, or shall be or become receivable by or payable to a n y such 
chu rch , fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or auxi l iary, or receivable by or 
payable to any officer thereof, and whenever by any will, deed, or o ther 
i n s t r u m e n t a n y power, au thor i ty , discretion, or power to consent, is 
given to or becomes exercisable by or is requi red from t h e Wes leyan 
Methodis t Church , the Pr imi t ive Methodis t Church , or t h e U n i t e d 
Methodis t Free Churches , or a n y of t h e m , or of any Conference, 
Assembly, dis tr ict commit tee , district mee t ing , or distr ict synod of 
a n y of t h e said churches , or of t he president, cha i rman , secretary, 
or other officer thereof respectively, or of any minis te r thereof in 
his official capacity, every such will, deed or other i n s t rumen t , a n d 
every devise, bequest , legacy, t e s t amen ta ry disposition, gift, grant , 
conveyance, t ransfer , ass ignment , appo in tmen t , declarat ion of t rus t , 
power, au thor i ty , discretion, and consent the re in contained or referred 
to , or in tended so to be, shall be read and construed and operate 
and t ake effect as if t he Methodis t Church of Aust ra las ia had been 
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named and referred to t he re in in place of t he u n i t i n g church named 
or referred to, or in tended so to he, a n d as if the N e w South W a l e s 
Conference of t h e Method i s t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia h a d been n a m e d 
a n d referred to the re in in place of t h e Conference or Assembly of 
t h e u n i t i n g c h u r c h n a m e d or referred to , or in tended so to be, a n d 
as if t h e dis t r ic t mee t ing or district synod or corresponding c h u r c h , 
court , or commit tee of t h e Method i s t Church of Aust ra las ia had been 
n a m e d a n d referred to the re in in place of t he dis t r ic t commit tee , 
dis tr ict mee t ing , or dis t r ic t synod n a m e d or referred to, or in t ended 
so to be, a n d as if t h e pres ident or secretary of t h e N e w South W a l e s 
Conference of t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of Aus t ra las ia had been n a m e d 
a n d referred to in place of the pres ident or secre tary n a m e d or referred 
to , or in tended so to be, a n d as if t he cha i rman , minis ter , officer, church , 
chapel , school, fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or aux i l i a ry of t h e un i t i ng 
c h u r c h named or referred to, or in tended so to be, h a d been n a m e d a n d 
referred to as a cha i rman , minis ter , officer, church , chapel , school, 
fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or aux i l i a ry of t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of 
Aust ra las ia , and t h e s igna ture of the president for t h e t ime being of t h e 
N e w Sou th W a l e s Conference of t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of Aus t ra las ia 
signifying t h e exercise of such power, au thor i ty , or discretion, Or t h e 
g iv ing of such consent shall be evidence of t h e exercise of such power, 
au thor i ty , or discretion, and of t he giving of such consent respectively, 
and the receipt of t h e said president , or of a n y person or persons du ly 
appo in ted by h i m from t i m e to t ime in t h a t behalf, for any such beques t 
or gift shal l be a sufficient discharge to t h e person or persons l iable to 
pay , deliver, or t ransfer a n y money or personal p rope r ty unde r such 
will, deed or o ther i n s t rumen t , and all proper ty , rea l or personal, so 
devised, bequea thed , given, granted , released, conveyed, or appointed , 
or declared or directed to be held u p o n t r u s t shall, subject to t he 
provisions of this Act , a n d to t h e t r u s t s of such will, deed or o ther 
i n s t rumen t , and subjec t to a n y directions to t h e con t ra ry t he re in 
contained so far as t h e same are capable of t a k i n g effect, be u n d e r t he 
direct ion and control of t h e N e w South Wales Conference of t h e 
Method i s t Church of Aust ra las ia . 

1 3 . A l l personal p roper ty which a t t h e t ime of t h e pass ing of 
th i s Act is held in t rus t for t h e u n i t i n g churches , or any of t h e m , or 
for any fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or aux i l i a ry thereof, shall from and 
after t h e pass ing of th is A c t be held u p o n t ru s t for t h e Method i s t 
C h u r c h of Aus t ra las ia or for t h e cor responding fund, ins t i tu t ion , 
society, or auxi l ia ry thereof, as t h e case m a y be : 

Provided t h a t if by reason of t h e un ion of t he u n i t i n g churches 
t he par t icu lar t r u s t upon which any personal p roper ty is held fails, 
such personal p roper ty shall be held upon such t rus t s and for such 
purposes as shall from t ime to t i m e be declared or directed by t h e N e w 
South W a l e s Conference of t h e Methodis t Church of Aust ra las ia . 

1 4 . 



1 4 . (1) All personal proper ty s i tuate in N e w Sou th W a l e s to 
which the u n i t i n g churches , or a n y of t hem, or any fund, ins t i tu t ion , 
society, or auxi l iary of the u n i t i n g churches , or any of them, is ent i t led, 
and all personal proper ty to which the Methodis t C h u r c h of Austra las ia , 
t h e N e w South W a l e s Conference of such church , or a n y fund, 
ins t i tu t ion , society, or aux i l i a ry of such church , is or m a y hereafter 
from t ime to t ime become ent i t led, o ther t h a n personal proper ty which 
is or may hereafter be vested in t rus tees upon t rus t for a n y such 
church , conference, fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or auxi l iary , is hereby 
vested or shal l vest, as t he case m a y be, in the pres ident for t h e t ime 
being of the New South Wales Conference of t he Methodis t Church 
of Aus t ra las ia and his successors in office, and shall be held by h im or 
by his said successors in t rus t for t h e Method i s t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia , 
upon such t rus t s and for such purposes as shall f rom t ime to t ime be 
declared or directed by t h e N e w South W a l e s Conference of the said 
c h u r c h . 

(2) (a) W h e n e v e r by a n y will, deed, or o ther i n s t rumen t , 
or by any gift or o ther disposition of proper ty made before b u t no t 
t a k i n g effect u n t i l af ter t he pass ing of th i s Act , or b y a n y will , deed, 
or other i n s t rumen t , or by any gift or o ther disposition of p roper ty 
m a d e after t h e pass ing of this Act , any real or personal proper ty has 
been or is devised, bequeathed , or given to or for t he benefit of t he 
u n i t i n g churches , or any of them, general ly, or to or for t he benefit of 
t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of Aust ra las ia in N e w Sou th W a l e s general ly , 
or to or for t he benefit of any fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or aux i l i a ry of 
any such c h u r c h or churches genera l ly (other t h a n real or personal 
p roper ty devised, bequea thed , or given to t rus tees u p o n t rus t for any 
such chu rch or churches , or for a n y such fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, or 
aux i l i a ry) , such real and personal proper ty shal l vest in t h e president 
for t h e t i m e be ing of t he N e w South W a l e s Conference of the 
Methodis t Church of Austra las ia and his successors in office. 

(b) The said pres ident a n d his said successors shall 
hold such real and personal p roper ty u p o n the t rus ts , if any , declared 
in respect thereof, and, if no such t rus t s have been declared, shall hold 
and deal w i th such real and personal proper ty and the proceeds thereof 
in t r u s t for t h e Methodis t Church of Austra las ia for such purposes and 
in such m a n n e r as t h e N e w South Wales Conference of t h e said church 
from t ime to t ime directs, and shall , if so directed by the said Conference, 
convey, t ransfer , or deliver any such real or personal proper ty to such 
persons, a n d upon such t rus t s , as the said Conference d i rec t s ; and the 
said pres ident and his said successors, and any persons to w h o m a n y 
such real or personal p roper ty is so conveyed, t ransferred, or delivered, 
m a y , subject to a n d in conformity wi th any such direction, sell, lease, 
mor tgage , or otherwise deal with any such real or personal proper ty . 
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1 5 . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a n y t h i n g conta ined he re in or in t he 
P r inc ipa l A c t or in t h e mode l deed or t h e deed poll referred to therein , 
h u t subjec t to t h e cons t i tu t iona l basis and p lan of union , t he N e w 
South Wales Conference of t h e Methodis t Church of Aus t ra las ia m a y 
from t i m e to t i m e , — 

(1) A p p o i n t a n y minis ter , be ing a m e m b e r of such conference, or 
any preacher on tr ial , to t he same circui t , c h u r c h or churches , 
chapel or chapels , or premises, year by year successively for a 
period no t exceeding in t he whole five years or for such longer 
or shor ter period as m a y from t ime to t ime be au thor i sed 
by t h e Genera l Conference of t h e Methodis t C h u r c h of 
A u s t r a l a s i a : Provided t h a t any such yearly a p p o i n t m e n t 
for more t h a n th ree successive years shal l be m a d e only in 
accordance wi th such condit ions as such General Conference 
has de te rmined or m a y hereaf ter f rom t ime to t ime de te rmine . 

(2) W i t h t he approval of such Genera l Conference, m a k e such 
rules and regula t ions for t he a p p o i n t m e n t of its minis te rs a n d 
preachers on t r ia l and t h e election of i ts officers as i t t h i n k s 
fit, and from t ime to t ime repeal , a l ter , or va ry such rules a n d 
regula t ions . 

(3) W i t h t h e approval of such Genera l Conference, b u t subject 
to t h e res t r ic t ion as to doctr ines conta ined in t h e const i tu t ional 
basis, m a k e any o ther a l tera t ions or modifications of t h e 
provisions of t h e model deed or a n y Schedule the re to : 

Provided t h a t whenever t he model deed is a l tered or modified 
by t h e said N e w South Wales Conference, a copy thereof showing such 
a l tera t ions or modifications, a n d certified by and u n d e r t h e h a n d of t he 
pres ident for t h e t ime b e i n g of such Conference, shall fo r thwi th , after 
such a l te ra t ion or modification, be deposited in t h e office of t h e 
Reg is t ra r -Genera l of N e w South W a l e s . 

1 6 . N o t h i n g in this A c t shall l imit , res t r ic t , t ake away, or a l te r a n y 
r i gh t s or powers which any t rus tee of rea l or personal p roper ty by th is 
A c t directed to be he ld in t r u s t for t he Method i s t Church of Aus t ra las ia 
or a n y fund, ins t i tu t ion, society or aux i l i a ry thereof h a d or possessed 
pr ior t o t he pass ing of th i s Act , to sell, or mor tgage , or be indemnified 
o u t of such p roper ty in order to l iqu ida te any debts or oblgat ions 
properly incur red by or res t ing upon h i m in respect of such proper ty . 

1 7 . (1) The N e w South Wales Conference of t he Methodis t 
Church of Aust ra las ia and t h e president for t h e t ime being thereof shall 
have and possess a n d a r e h e r e b y invested wi th t he l ike p o w e r s to 
consent and to approve of all ma t t e r s a n d th ings which , a t t h e t ime of 
t h e pass ing of this Act , were had o r p o s s e s s e d b y the N e w South 
W a l e s Conference of t he Aust ra las ian Wes leyan Methodis t Church 
a n d the pres ident thereof respect ively. 

(2) W h e n e v e r any act, mat te r , or t h i n g is required to be done, 
testified to, or certified by t h e pres ident of t he Conference or Assembly 
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of a n y of t he u n i t i n g churches , such act , ma t te r , or t i l ing m a y be done, 
testified to, or certified by the pres ident for the t ime be ing of t he N e w 
Sou th W a l e s Conference of t he Methodis t C h u r c h of Austra las ia . 

1 8 . (1) E v e r y en t ry and inser t ion in t h e W e s l e y a n Method i s t 
Church Regis te r of Trustees for N e w South W a l e s referred to in section 
six of t h e Pr incipal Ac t , made before t h e passing of th is A c t in respect 
of persons nomina ted and appointed u n d e r t h e model deed to be 
t rus tees for t h e purpose of increasing t he n u m b e r of t rus tees , shall be 
as valid and effectual, for all purposes whatsoever , as if such en t ry a n d 
insert ion h a d been expressly author ised by the said section, and not­
wi ths t and ing t h a t such persons were no t so nomina ted and appoin ted 
b y reason of any vacancy in a n y t rus t , and t h e provisions of section 
e ight of t he said A c t shal l have and be deemed to have had the same 
effect as if such persons had been nominated and appointed to be new 
t rus tees in t h e place of some o ther t rus tee or t rus tees . 

(2) (a) After t h e pass ing of th i s A c t t he entr ies and 
insert ions prescribed by section six of t h e Pr inc ipa l A c t in respect of 
t he t rus tees in t h e said section referred to shal l be m a d e not only in 
respect of such t rus tees b u t also in respect of all persons nomina ted 
and appoin ted unde r t he model deed to be t rus tees for t h e purpose of 
increas ing t h e n u m b e r of t rus tees , provided t h a t in place of an inser t ion 
as to how t h e vacancy in t he t rus t occurred t h e words " addi t ional 
t r u s t ee " shall be i n s e r t e d ; 

(b) t he provisions of section e ight of t he said A c t shal l 
have t h e same effect as if such persons so nomina ted and appointed for 
t h e purpose of increas ing t he n u m b e r of t rus tees had been nomina ted 
and appoin ted to be new t rus tees in t h e p lace of some other t rus tee or 
t rus tees . 

1 9 . J ud i c i a l not ice shall be t a k e n of t he s ignatures of t h e 
pres ident and secretary for t he t ime being of t h e Genera l Conference 
of t h e Method i s t Church of Aust ra las ia and of t h e pres ident and 
secre tary for t h e t ime being of t he N e w South Wales Conference of 
t h e said church . 

2 0 . The pres ident for t he t ime being of t h e N e w Sou th Wales 
Conference of t he Methodis t C h u r c h of Australasia m a y sue a n d be 
sued in all act ions and proceedings whe the r a t law or in equi ty as 
n o m i n a l plaintiff or defendant , as t h e case m a y be, for t h e purpose of— 

(a) ascer ta in ing or de t e rmin ing t h e t rus ts upon which a n y real or 
personal p roper ty hereinbefore ment ioned or referred to arc 
or shal l be he ld ; 

(b) ascer ta in ing or de te rmin ing w h e t h e r any real or personal 
p roper ty is subject to any t r u s t in favour of any chu rch , 
denominat ion, rel igious c o m m u n i t y , fund, ins t i tu t ion , society, 
or auxi l ia ry referred to in th is Act. 
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