
Act No. 7, 1897. 
An Act to establish a Board of Pha rmacy ; to 

regulate the carrying on of the business of a 
Pha rmac i s t ; to provide for the examination 
and regis t rat ion of Pharmacis t s ; and for pur­
poses incidental to the above objects. [1st 
July, 1897.] 

BE it enacted by t h e Queen ' s Most Exce l l en t Majes ty , by a n d 
wi th t h e advice and consent of t h e Legislat ive Counci l and 

Legis la t ive Assembly of N e w South W a l e s in Pa r l i amen t assembled, 
and by the au tho r i t y of the same, as follows :— 

The Pharmacy Board. 

1. On the commencemen t of this A c t t h e Board of P h a r m a c y 
of N e w Sou th Wales as const i tu ted by t h e Poisons A c t of 187(5 
shal l be deemed to be dissolved, and in i ts place a Board to be 
called t h e P h a r m a c y Board of New South Wales (in th is A c t called 
t h e " Board") is he reby const i tu ted . The Board shall adminis ter 
t h e provisions of t h e said Poisons A c t in place of t he Board hereby 
dissolved, a n d shall consist of t h e P res iden t of t he Board of H e a l t h 
and such other persons as t h e Governor may , by proc lamat ion in t he 
Gazet te , appoin t from a m o n g those persons w h o m he considers eligible 
for regis t ra t ion u n d e r this Act : Provided t h a t the n u m b e r of m e m b e r s 
of t he Board shall a t no t ime be more t h a n e ight . 

On and from its const i tu t ion, t he Board shal l be a body 
corporate, h a v i n g pe rpe tua l succession and a common seal. 

2. A t the expira t ion of twelve m o n t h s from the commencemen t 
of th i s Ac t , and a t t he expi ra t ion of each successive period of twelve 
m o n t h s thereafter , two of t he member s of the Board shal l re t i re un t i l 
all t he m e m b e r s have ret ired, and the order in which they shall re t i re 
shall be de te rmined in each ins tance b y lot in t h e m a n n e r prescribed. 

A t t h e expira t ion of each of t he said periods two persons may 
be elected m e m b e r s of t he Board b y the registered pharmac is t s in t he 
m a n n e r prescribed. 

The elected m e m b e r s shall each hold office for a period of three 
years and shall then retire, a n d t h e places of t he member s so re t i r ing 
shall be filled by persons elected by the registered pharmacis t s in t he 
m a n n e r prescr ibed. 
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Any vacancy occurring among the elected members of the Board 
may be filled by the Board. The member so appointed shall retire at 
the expiration of the period for which the person whose place he fills 
was elected. 

No person shall bo elected or appointed under this section 
unless he is a registered pharmacist. 

3. The members of the Board may, at the times and in the 
manner prescribed, elect one of their own number to be the President; 
and the members present at any meeting may, in the absence of the 
President or in case no President be elected, choose one of their 
number to preside at that meeting. 

The President or member of the Board presiding at any meeting 
shall have a casting as well as an original vote. 

A quorum shall consist of three members of the Board. 
4. The Board may— 

(a) appoint a registrar and such other officers as it may from 
time to time think fit for carrying out the provisions of this 
Act and of any regulations made thereunder ; 

(b) direct any person to attend before the Board and administer 
an oath or affirmation to that person and examine him on oath 
or affirmation; 

(c) make regulations as hereinafter mentioned. 
5. The Board shall in the month of January in each year 

prepare and send to the Colonial Treasurer a report of its proceedings 
during the last preceding year, and shall also, at the request of the 
said Treasurer, made at any time, forthwith prepare and send to him 
a special report of its proceedings. A copy of every annual report 
furnished under this section shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament without delay. 

The Register of Pharmacists. 
6. The Board shall, on payment of the fees mentioned in 

Schedule I to this Act, enter in a book to be kept in the form of 
Schedule I I to this Act, and hereinafter referred to as " the regis ter" 
the names, arranged alphabetically, of all persons entitled to be 
registered as pharmacists, and their addresses and qualifications; 
and those persons, so long as their names are entered on the register, 
shall be and are herein referred to as " registered pharmacists." 

The register shall be open at all reasonable times for public 
inspection on the payment of such fees as may be prescribed. 

7. The Board may, subject to the provisions of this Act, make 
alterations and additions to the register, and for that purpose— 

(a) every registered pharmacist shall give written notice to the 
Board of any change of his address ; 

(b) 



(b) t he Reg i s t ra r -Genera l and every Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r and 
Ass is tan t Dis t r ic t Reg i s t r a r unde r t h e Act t h i r t i e th Victor ia 
n u m b e r four or any Ac t r egu l a t i ng t h e regis t ra t ion of dea ths 
shal l , on be ing informed of t h e death of any registered 
pharmac i s t , fo r thwi th send not ice of t h e same to t he 
Reg i s t r a r of t h e Board. 

8. T h e Board m a y cause to be wr i t t en and posted to any 
regis tered pharmac i s t a registered le t ter , addressed to his last k n o w n 
address, inqu i r ing whe ther he has changed his address, and if no 
answer to t h a t inqui ry be received wi th in th ree m o n t h s f rom t h e day 
i t was posted, a second le t ter of similar impor t m a y be wr i t t en and 
posted as aforesaid, and if no answer be given to t he inqu i ry in t he 
second le t te r wi th in one m o n t h from the day i t was posted, the 
Board m a y remove the n a m e of t h a t pharmacis t from the register , 
b u t shall replace t he n a m e so removed as aforesaid on t h e regis ter on 
his personal appl icat ion. 

9. The Governor m a y direct t he n a m e of any person who has 
a t any t ime before or after t he commencemen t of this A c t been con­
victed of any offence which , in the opinion of t h e Governor , renders 
t h a t person unfi t to carry on the business of a pharmacis t , to be 
removed f rom t h e regis ter . 

B u t t he Board may , w i t h t he approva l of the Governor , replace 
on t h e regis ter any n a m e so removed as aforesaid. 

10 . The Board shall, in t h e m o n t h of J a n u a r y in each year, publish 
in the Gazet te a list of t h e names of all registered pharmac is t s , corrected 
u p to t he thir ty-first day of December of the last p receding year . 

1 1 . A person is ent i t led to be registered as a pharmacis t , and 
shal l receive from the Board a certificate in the form of Schedule 
I I I to th is Act , if he is of t h e full age of twen ty -one years , a n d — 

(a) has before t he twenty-f irs t day of A u g u s t , one thousand 
e igh t hund red and seventy-six, been in business on his own 
account as a pharmac i s t keep ing open shop in t he Colony of 
N e w South W a l e s ; 

(b) has before t he day aforesaid served in t he Colony of N e w 
South W a l e s for no t less t h a n th ree m o n t h s as an apprent ice , 
dispensing assis tant , or compounder to a pha rmac i s t keep ing 
open shop, or in a dispensary in connect ion w i t h any h o s p i t a l ; 
or 

(c) has, before t h e commencemen t of th i s Ac t , for not less t h a n two 
years been in business in t h e Colony of N e w South W a l e s on 
his own account as a pharmac i s t keep ing open shop for the 
purpose of dispensing or compound ing medical prescriptions, 
and produces to t h e Board a certificate signed by two legally 
qualified medical pract i t ioners t h a t h e is a fit and proper 
person to dispense the prescript ions of legally qualified medi­
cal p rac t i t ione r s ; or (d) 



(d) has for not less t h a n th ree years, before t h e commencemen t of 
th i s A c t been in t he Colony of N e w South W a l e s an ass is tant 
or apprent ice in t h e business of pha rmac i s t keep ing open shop, 
or in a d ispensary u n d e r t h e m a n a g e m e n t of a reg is te red 
pharmacis t , or of a legal ly qualified medical prac t i t ioner in 
connect ion wi th any public hospi ta l or friendly society, or 
h a v i n g so served for no t less t h a n one year before t h e passing 
of th is Act , cont inues to serve thereafter so as to m a k e a 
to ta l period of th ree years , and produces to t he Board a 
certificate signed by two legally qualified medica l prac t i t ioners 
t h a t he is a fit a n d proper person to dispense t he prescr ip­
t ions of legally qualified medical pract i t ioners ; or 

(e) holds a certificate or d iploma of competency as a p h a r m a ­
ceut ical chemis t or chemis t a n d d ruggis t or pha rmac i s t from 
any College or Board of P h a r m a c y recognised by the B o a r d ; 
or 

( f ) holds or has he ld a certificate issued u n d e r t he Sale and Use 
of Poisons Ac t , 1876 (not be ing a certificate g ran ted u n d e r 
t h e proviso to section eleven of t h a t Act ) t h a t he is du ly 
qualified to be a dealer in poisons; or 

(g) fulfils t he following condi t ions— 
(I) has passed an examinat ion , called t he p re l iminary examin ­

at ion, before examiners appointed u n d e r th is A c t or 
acknowledged by t h e Board in his knowledge of 
a r i thmet ic and the E n g l i s h and L a t i n languages , a n d 
has afterwards served for no t less t h a n th ree years as a n 
appren t ice in t h e business of a regis tered pha rmac i s t i n 
t h e Colony of N e w South Wales , keep ing open shop for 
t h e purpose of dispensing and compound ing medica l 
p rescr ip t ions ; 

(II) has a t t ended one course of lec tures acknowledged b y 
the Board in each of the following subjects , namely :— 
chemis t ry , prac t ica l chemis t ry , b o t a n y , and mate r i a 
medica, and has also passed examina t ions in each of t h e 
said subjects at t he Univers i ty of Sydney, or some 
School or College of P h a r m a c y recognised by t h e B o a r d ; 
and 

(III) has passed a n examina t ion before examiners appoin ted 
under this A c t in t he subject of prac t ica l p h a r m a c y : 

Provided t h a t no person shall be ent i t led to be regis tered u n d e r 
subsections (a), (b), or (c) hereof after t h e m o n t h of J a n u a r y , one 
thousand e ight hund red a n d n ine ty-n ine , or u n d e r subsection (d) after 
t h e month, of J a n u a r y , one t housand n ine h u n d r e d a n d three . 

12 . 



12. I t shall he t h e du ty of a registered pharmac i s t to allow his 
apprent ices d u r i n g the last year of the i r apprent icesh ip to a t t end t h e 
lec tures and examina t ions ment ioned in t he last preceding sec t ion ; 
and any failure to comply wi th t h e requ i rements of th is section shall 
be deemed to he a b reach by t h e pha rmac i s t of t he ar t icles of 
appren t icesh ip . 

13. A n y person authorised by t h e Governor in t h a t behalf m a y 
be p resen t du r ing the conduct of any examina t ion held u n d e r the 
au tho r i t y of this Act . 

14 . A n y person who wilfully makes , or causes to be made , 
a n y falsification in any m a t t e r r e la t ing to t he register of p h a r m a ­
cists, or any certificate or diploma, and any person who wilfully 
procures or a t t emp t s to procure himself or any other person to be 
registered as a pharmac i s t unde r th is A c t by m a k i n g , or producing, 
or causing to be m a d e or produced, any false or f r audu len t representa­
t ion or declarat ion, e i ther verbal ly or in wr i t ing , or any false or 
f r audu len t certificate or diploma, shall for each offencc be liable to a 
pena l ty no t exceeding t w e n t y pounds , or to impr i sonment for a t e r m 
not exceeding twelve m o n t h s . 

N o t h i n g in th i s pa r t of th i s A c t conta ined shal l ex tend to or 
interfere w i th t h e business or wi th any r igh t s and privileges of any 
legally qualified medical pract i t ioner , or of any m e m b e r of t h e Royal 
College of Vete r inary Surgeons of Grea t Br i ta in , nor w i th t he business 
of wholesale dealers in supplying d rugs or chemicals in t he ordinary 
course of wholesale deal ing. 

Duties of Pharmacists—Penalties. 

15. A regis tered pharmac i s t who, on or after t h e expirat ion of 
t h ree m o n t h s from the commencemen t of th is Act , carries on t h e business 
of a pharmac i s t in more t h a n one open shop shall employ a t each 
b ranch shop a registered pha rmac i s t who shall be in cha rge of t he 
b ranch shop du r ing the absence of his employer from t h a t shop ; 
and any person who contravenes any of t he provisions of th is section 
shal l for each offence be liable to a pena l ty not exceeding twen ty 
pounds . 

16. U p o n t h e death of a registered pha rmac i s t in business as a 
pharmacis t on his own account on the day of his dea th , t h e executor , 
adminis t ra tor , or t rus tee of his es ta te may cont inue t he said business 
unde r t he n a m e of t he deceased pharmacis t , subject to t h e condit ion 
t h a t the business is in cha rge of a regis tered pharmac is t . 

17. Any person w h o a t any t ime on or after the expi ra t ion of 
t h r ee m o n t h s from t h e commencemen t of this Ac t , no t be ing t h e n a 
regis tered pharmacis t , p re tends to be a registered pharmacis t , or a 
chemist , d ruggis t , pharmacis t , pharmaceu t i s t , pha rmaceu t i ca l chemist , 

homoeophatic 



Iiomo3opathic chemist , d ispensing chemist , or dispensing druggis t , or 
who takes or uses any t i t le or t e rm, sign or symbol , wh ich m a y be 
cons t rued to m e a n t h a t he is qualified to perform the dut ies of a 
pharmac i s t , shall for each offence be l iable to a pena l ty n o t less t h a n 
five pounds and not more t h a n fifty pounds : 

Provided t h a t th i s section shal l no t apply to a n executor , 
adminis t ra tor , or t rus tee con t inu ing a business unde r t h e n a m e of a 
deceased pharmacis t in accordance wi th t h e provisions of th is Act . 

18 . On and after t he expira t ion of three m o n t h s from the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t of th is Act , in every case whe re t h e business of a 
pharmac i s t i carr ied on in an open shop, t he said business shall be in 
charge of a registered pharmacis t , who shall personal ly super in tend 
t h e ca r ry ing on of the said business. 

A n y person who carries on t he said business in a shop as 
aforesaid in cont ravent ion of, or w i t h o u t fulfilling, t he requ i rement s 
of th i s section shall for each offence be liable to a penal ty no t 
exceeding t w e n t y pounds . 

The word " p e r s o n " wherever the same occurs in sections 
seventeen and e ighteen shal l be deemed to inc lude any corporat ion 
w h e t h e r establ ished by char te r or otherwise, and any company or 
society du ly registered in pu r suance of t he provisions of any A c t of 
Pa r l i amen t . 

19. The provisions of sections nine , eleven, twelve, th i r teen , 
four teen, fifteen, s ixteen, and seventeen of t h e Poisons A c t of 1876, 
and t h e following words in section twenty-one of t h a t Act, " or for t h e 
regis t ra t ion of persons c la iming to be registered chemists and druggis ts 
in t h e event of sufficient regula t ions in t h a t behalf being made by t h e 
said Board , " are hereby repealed, also Schedules B a n d C of t h a t A c t ; 
and after t h e commencemen t of th is Act no person shall receive t h e 
certificate men t ioned in section t en , unless he be a registered pharmac i s t 
w i th in t h e m e a n i n g of th i s A c t : Provided a lways t h a t in places r emote 
from large towns any person who shall produce a certificate according to 
Schedule D of t he A c t first-mentioned from a legally-qualified medical 
pract i t ioner and a police mag i s t r a t e t ha t he is a fit and proper person 
to be allowed to sell poisons in such place shall receive a certificate as 
" a dealer in poisons," renewable a t the discretion of t he Board in t h e 
m o n t h of J a n u a r y in each year. 

Supplemental. 

20. (I) The Board m a y , subject to t h e provisions of this Act , 
m a k e regu la t ions deal ing wi th t h e following ma t t e r s :— 

(a) The m a n n e r of election of its members , t he t imes and places of 
t h e mee t ings of t he Board, a n d the conduc t of business a t 
those mee t ings . 

(b) 



(ft) T h e t e rms and condit ions of art icles of apprent icesh ip to 
registered pharmacis t s . 

(c) The verification by s ta tu tory declarat ion, examina t ion of 
witnesses, or otherwise, of the compliance of candidates for 
examina t ion and for regis t ra t ion wi th t h e r equ i r emen t s of 
th i s Ac t , and the i r admission to examina t ion . 

(d) The appo in tmen t of examiners , and the conduc t of t h e 
examina t ions . 

(e) The g ran t ing of certificates and the keep ing and publ icat ion 
of t he regis ter of pharmac is t s . 

( f ) A n d general ly for ca r ry ing th is A c t in to effect. 
The Board m a y also in those regula t ions impose any penal ty 

not exceeding ten pounds for any breach of t he same. 
(II) Al l regula t ions made u n d e r th i s A c t shall , w h e n 

approved by t h e Governor and publ ished in t h e Gazet te , have t h e force 
of law, and shal l t he reupon be laid before bo th Houses of Pa r l i amen t 
wi thou t delay. 

21 . The fees and penal t ies payable unde r th is A c t shal l be paid 
to t he Board, and shall be applied by t h e Board in such m a n n e r as i t 
m a y t h i n k lit in pay ing the officers appoin ted under , and in defraying 
the expenses of ca r ry ing out , t h e provisions of this Act , and of any 
regula t ions m a d e unde r i ts au thor i ty . 

22. Al l penal t ies imposed by th is Ac t , or by a n y regula t ions 
made unde r i ts au thor i ty , m a y be recovered before, and all charges 
u n d e r th is A c t m a y be heard and de termined by, a police or s t ipendiary 
mag i s t r a t e or any two jus t ices of t h e peace in P e t t y Sessions. 

23. I n proceedings unde r th i s A c t or any regula t ions made 
thereunder , a copy of t he register k e p t in pu r suance of th is Act , 
s igned by the pres ident or any two member s of t he Board, or a copy 
of the Gazet te conta in ing the list provided for in section t en shal l be 
p r ima facie evidence t h a t t he persons whose names are the re in con­
ta ined, a n d no others , were regis tered pharmacis t s . 

24. I n th i s Ac t and in any regula t ions m a d e t he r eunde r " t he 
b o a r d " means t h e P h a r m a c y Board of N e w South Wales as cons t i tu ted 
by this A c t ; t he word " G o v e r n o r " means Governor w i th t he advice 
of' t he Execu t ive Counci l ; " p r e s c r i b e d " means prescribed by regula­
t ions m a d e under this A c t ; t he definition of " legally qualified medical 
p r a c t i t i o n e r " in t h e A c t second Victor ia n u m b e r twen ty- two , as 
amended by t h e Acts n i n t h Victor ia n u m b e r twelve and n ine teen th 
Victor ia n u m b e r seventeen, applies to t he same expression w h e n used 
in th is A c t ; " p h a r m a c i s t " means a pharmaceu t i ca l chemist , pha rma­
ceutist , chemis t and druggis t , chemist , druggis t , homoeopathic chemist , 
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dispensing chemist , d ispensing d rugg i s t ; and " reg i s t e red p h a r m a c i s t " 
means pharmac i s t whose n a m e is en te red on t h e regis ter k e p t in pur­
suance of th is Ac t . 

25. This A c t shal l (except where otherwise provided) commence 
and have effect on and after t he first day of J u l y , one thousand e igh t 
h u n d r e d and ninety-seven, and may he cited as t he " P h a r m a c y Ac t , 
1897 . " 

S C H E D U L E S . 

SCHEDULE I. 
£ s. d. 

Eor every preliminary examination ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 0 
For every examination before the Board and qualifying for registration ... 3 3 0 
On registration in every other case ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 1 0 

SCHEDULE II . 

'Register of Pharmacists. 

Name. Address. Qualification. Date of 
Registration. 

Jones, Henry ... Elizabeth-street, Sydney Pharmaceutical Chemist, 2 Jan., 189. 
Great Britain. 

A.B., Registrar. 

SCHEDULE I I I . 

"We hereby certify that [name] of [address] is a pharmacist registered under the 
Pharmacy Act, 1897, [qualification']. 

(Seal.) [Signatures of three members of Board 
and the Registrar.] 

Act 


