
WOOL, HIDE AND SKINT DEALERS 
ACT. 

Act No. 40, 1935. 

An Act to regulate the buying and selling of wool, 
hides and sldns; and for purposes con­
nected therewith. [Assented to, 11th April, 
1935.] 

BE it enacted by the Kind's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by arid with the advice and consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may he cited as the "Wool, Hide 
and Skin Dealers Act, 1935." 

(2) This Act shall commence upon a date to be 
appointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation 
published in the Gazette. 
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2 . (1) I n this Act, unless the context or subject-
m a t t e r otherwise indicates or requires ,— 

" Appl icant " means appl icant for the issue or 
t r ans fe r or renewal of a l icense; 

" Hide " or " skin " means the hide or skin, before 
t r ea tmen t in any process of manufac ture , of 
any horse, mare , gelding, colt, filly, ass , mule, 
bull, cow, ox, heifer, steer, calf, camel, ram, 
ewe, wether , lamb, goat , kid, fox, rabbit , hare , 
or marsup ia l , but does not include the hide or 
skin of any animal which is a protected animal 
within the meaning of the Bi rds and Animals 
Pro tec t ion Act, 1918-1930, or any Act amending 
tha t Ac t ; 

" License " means license issued under this Ac t ; 
" Licensee " means the holder of a l icense; 
" P resc r ibed " means prescr ibed by this Act or by 

regu la t ion ; 
" Regula t ion " means regula t ion made under this 

Act ; 
" This Act " includes r egu la t ions ; 
The verb ' ' to sell ' ' includes— 

(a) to sell, bar te r , or exchange; 
(b) to agree to sell, bar te r , or exchange; 
(c) to offer, expose, s tore , have in possession, 

send, consign, or deliver for or on sa le ; 
(d) to receive for sa le ; 
(e) to cause or suffer to be sold, ba r te red , or 

exchanged, or to be agreed to be sold, 
ba r te red , or exchanged; 

(f) to cause or suffer to be offered, exposed, 
s tored, had in possession, sent, consigned, 
or delivered for or on sa le ; 

(g) to cause or suffer to be received for sa le ; 
and 

(h) to a t t empt to do any of such acts or t h ings ; 
and the word " sale " shall be const rued 
accordingly. 

The verb " to buy " includes to buy, to receive, or 
accept under an agreement to sell, and to offer 
to receive or accept or cause or suffer to be 
received or accepted under an agreement to sell. 
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(2) This Act shall be read and construed subject 
t o the Commonwealth of Aus t ra l i a Const i tut ion Act, and 
s o as not to exceed the legislative power of the Sta te , to 
t he in tent tha t where any enactment thereof would but 
for this section have been construed as being in excess 
of t ha t power it shall nevertheless be a valid enactment 
t o the extent to which it is not in excess of t ha t power. 

3. (1) Any person who, not being a licensee buys any 
wool, hide, or skin, shall be guil ty of an offence aga ins t 
t h i s Act. 

(2) Subsection one of this section shall not app ly 
where the wool, hide, or skin— 

(a) is to be used by the buyer for the purposes of, 
or in connection with, his business (not being 
the business of wool, hide, and skin deal ing) 
a n d is purchased a t the premises where the 
same is carr ied on, or is to be used by the buyer 
for some domestic purpose , or as r aw mate r i a l 
for manufac tur ing purposes , and in any of such 
cases where the buyer keeps a record book in 
which is recorded the date , t ime and place at 
which the purchase is made and the name and 
address of the vendor ; or 

(b) is bought for an educational inst i tut ion for any 
purpose whatsoever ; or 

(c) is bought by an overseas wool buyer a t auction. 

(3) Any person who— 
( a ) not being a licensee, sells any wool, hide, or skin; 

or 
(b) being a licensee, sells any wool, hide, or skin to 

any person other than a licensee, 
shal l be guil ty of an offence agains t this Act. 

(4) Subsection three of this section shall not apply 
t o the sale— 

(a) to any licensee of any wool, hide, or skin taken 
from an animal the p r o p e r t y of the sel ler ; or 

(b) by any person of any such wool, hide, or skin a s 
mentioned in p a r a g r a p h (a) of this subsection, 
or by any licensee of any wool, hide, or skin if, 
in ei ther case, it is to be used by the buyer for 
the purposes of, or in connection wi th his 
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business (not being the business of wool, hide, 
and skin dea l ing) , or for some domestic pur ­
pose, or as r a w mater ia l for manufac tu r ing 
p u r p o s e s ; or 

(c) by any person of any such wool, hide, or skin as 
ment ioned in p a r a g r a p h (a) of this subsection, 
or by any licensee of any wool, hide, or skin to 
an educat ional inst i tut ion, for whatever purpose 
i t is to be u sed ; or 

(d) by an auct ioneer licensed under the Auc t ionee r s ' 
Licensing Act, 1898, as amended by subsequent 
Acts , in the o rd ina ry course of his business as 
a licensed auctioneer, of any wool, hide, or skin 
to any person, whether such person is a licensee 
or not or where the sale is by a firm or corpora­
t ion and the offer for sale by public auction i s 
made or the sale by public auction is effected by 
an auctioneer so licensed in the employment of 
such firm or corporat ion. 

(5) W h e r e in any proceedings for an offence 
aga ins t this section the defendant alleges tha t the wool, 
hide, or skin with respect to which such offence is 
alleged to have been committed was taken from an 
an imal the p r o p e r t y of the seller, or tha t the said wool, 
hide, or skin was sold or bought to be used by the buyer 
for the purposes of, or in connection with, his business 
(not being the business of wool, hide, and skin dea l ing ) , 
or for some domestic purpose , or as r aw mate r i a l 
for manufac tu r ing purposes , it shall be necessary fo r 
the defendant to prove to the sat isfaction of the cour t 
t h a t such wool, hide, or skin was taken as alleged o r 
was to be used as alleged, and in the la t t e r case t ha t t he 
provis ions of p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection two of th i s 
section have been complied with. 

(6) Subsections (1) and (3) of this section shall 
no t apply to the receipt by any co-operative society 
reg i s te red under the Co-operat ion Act, 1923-1932, of any 
wool, hides, or skins for the purposes of ca r ry ing out 
classing, repacking, weight adjust ing, pooling, or other­
wise t r ea t ing such wool, hides, or skins, for sale by an 
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auc t ioneer licensed under the Auct ioneers Licensing Act, 
1898, as amended by subsequent Acts nor to or in respect 
of the purchase or sale of — 

(a) wool, hides or skins sold, or which have been sold 
by public auction or af ter offer at public auct ion; 
or 

(b) fel lmongered wool. 

(7) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
r e n d e r any contract for the sale of any wool, hide, or 
sk in illegal or void. 

4. (1) A license shall be in or to the effect of the 
form prescribed, shall specify the premises wherein the 
business is to be car r ied on, and, unless sooner cancelled, 
shal l remain in force for twelve months from the da te of 
i t s issue. 

(2) A license may be renewed in the prescr ibed 
manne r , and on each renewal shall have effect for a 
fu r the r per iod of twelve months . 

(3) (a) A license may be t r ans fe r red upon the 
appl ica t ion of the t ransferee , and a license may, upon 
the applicat ion of the licensee, be var ied to author ise the 
c a r r y i n g on of the business a t any premises approved by 
the court . 

(b) W h e r e a license is t r ans fe r red the fact 
a n d date of the t r ans fe r and the name and descript ion of 
the person to whom the license is t r ans fe r r ed and the 
descript ion of the premises a t which the business is to be 
car r ied on shall be endorsed upon the license, and the 
pe r son named as the t ransferee or the premises described 
in such indorsement shall thereupon and thenceforth for 
all purposes be deemed to be the person to whom or t h e 
premises in respect of which the license was granted . 

(4) A license may be issued to any person, or to 
a n y firm, company, pa r tne r sh ip , society, association, or 
body of persons corpora te or un inco rpora t e : P rov ided 
tha t the license m a y in any such la t t e r case be suspended 
or cancelled if such firm, company, pa r tne r sh ip , society, 
association, or body of persons does not comprise or has 
not in i ts employ a t each of i ts branch premises where in 
the business is carr ied on a t least one licensee under th is 
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Act. Such suspension or cancellation to be in addi t ion 
to any individual pena l ty imposed on any person for a n y 
offence unde r th is Act. 

5 . (1) A n appl icat ion for the issue, renewal , v a r i a ­
tion, or t r ans fe r of a license shall be in or to the effect of 
the form prescr ibed, and shall be lodged with the clerk 
of the cour t of the pe t ty sessions dis t r ic t in which t h e 
business premises in respect of which the license is 
appl ied for a re s i tuated, or if there is more than one 
court of pe t ty sessions in any such dis tr ic t , then w i t h 
the clerk of the court within such dis t r ic t neares t to such 
business premises . 

(2) Upon receipt of an appl icat ion for the issue, 
renewal, or t r ans fe r of a license, the clerk shall fo r thwi th 
notify the officer in charge of police a t the neares t pol ice 
stat ion, who shall inquire into the charac ter of the appl i ­
cant and r e p o r t as to whether he is a fit and p r o p e r 
person to be a licensee. 

(3) (a) Upon the hea r ing of an appl icat ion for a 
new license or for the va r ia t ion or t r ans fe r of a l icense 
the appl icant shall a t t end in person, or in the case of a 
company a represen ta t ive author ised unde r the seal of 
the company. 

(b) Upon the hea r ing of an appl icat ion fo r 
the renewal of a license the appl icant shall not be so 
required to a t tend unless notified by the clerk of t h e 
cour t t ha t the g r a n t of his appl icat ion will be objected 
to . The notice shall set out short ly the n a t u r e of t h e 
objection proposed to be made. 

(4) No appl icat ion shall be hea rd unt i l af ter t h e 
expi ra t ion of seven days af ter the lodging of t h e 
appl icat ion. 

(5) No applicat ion shall be hea rd except by a c o u r t 
of pe t ty sessions. 

(6) E v e r y appl icat ion shall be hea rd in open court , 
and the considerat ion of the appl icat ion shall be deemed 
to be a judicial proceeding. 

(7) I t shall be the duty of the cour t to refuse t h e 
issue, t rans fe r , or renewal of a license to any app l i can t 
who is not a fit and p rope r person to be a licensee. 
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(8) A fee of one pound shall be paid for a license 
o r renewal thereof. W h e r e a license or licenses is or a re 
issued to members or employees of a firm, company, pa r t ­
nership , or similar body for the purpose of ca r ry ing on 
business in any branch premises of such firm, company, 
p a r t n e r s h i p or body a l ready holding a license the fee 
for each such addit ional license and for each t rans fe r or 
renewal thereof shall be ten shillings. 

6. (1) If upon the hea r ing of a summons to show 
cause it is made to appea r to a court of pet ty sessions 
holden before a s t ipendiary or police magis t ra te tha t any 
licensee— 

(a) has been convicted of an offence agains t this 
Act or the regu la t ions ; or 

(b) is not a fit and p rope r person to be a licensee, 
the court may order tha t the license be cancelled. 

(2) Such person shall su r render his license to the 
clerk of the court. 

(3) The procedure on such summons shall be as 
prescr ibed. 

(4) Such person shall be deemed to be unlicensed 
as from the da te of the final order or cancellation upon 
the summons. 

7. (1) E v e r y licensee shall in the forms prescribed, 
keep in a legible manner in a wr i t ten record, including a 
store book and a ca r t book, full pa r t i cu la r s of all his 
dealings in wool, hides, or skins. 

E a c h en t ry in a s tore book or a car t book shall be made 
in duplicate and shall be signed by the person selling the 
wool, hide, or skins re fer red to in such ent ry . 

(2) The record shall be open to inspection a t all 
reasonable t imes by any member of the police force. 

E v e r y licensee upon being required so to do, shall 
produce the record kept by him for inspection by a 
member of the police force. 

(3) E v e r y licensee shall keep all lots or parcels of 
wool, hides, or skins bought or received by him (other 
than lots bought from a licensed auct ioneer a t public 
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auction or af ter offer at public auction) together with 
the container thereof (if any) for a per iod of twenty-
four hours or such fur ther per iod not exceeding three 
days as may be specified in a notice given to the licensee 
by the local officer-in-charge of police af ter the same have 
been bought or received by him without a l te r ing or 
obl i terat ing any brand , mark ing , or wr i t ing on the hides, 
skin, wool, or containers , or disposing of the same in any 
w a y : 

P rov ided tha t the local officer-in-charge of Police may 
before the expira t ion of any such per iod issue to the 
licensee a pe rmi t in the prescr ibed form author i s ing him 
to deal with any such lot or parcel in the manner specified 
in the p e r m i t ; and thereupon the licensee may, notwith­
s tanding tha t any such per iod has not elapsed, deal wi th 
such lot or parcel in the manner specified in such permit . 

(4) Any person who contravenes any of the 
provis ions of this section shall bo guil ty of an offence 
aga ins t this Act. 

8. Any member of the police force may at all reason­
able t imes— 

(a) enter and search any premises used, whether by 
a licensee or not, for the purpose of s tor ing 
wool, hides, or skins, or which he has reasonable 
cause to believe is being used for such p u r p o s e ; 

(b) search, or s top and search, any vehicle used, 
whether by a licensee or not, for the purpose of 
ca r ry ing wool, hides, or skins, or which he has 
reasonable cause to believe is being used for 
such p u r p o s e ; 

(c) inspect any wool, hides, or skins found in or on 
such premises or vehicle; 

(d) inspect any such record book as is re fe r red to 
in subsection two of section three of this Act. 

9. A n y person who in any way obst ructs , h inders , 
p revents , or in terferes wi th any member of the police 
force in the exercise of any of the powers conferred 
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or the discharge of any of the duties imposed on him by 
this Act shall be guil ty of an offence aga ins t this Act. 

10. E v e r y licensee shall a t all t imes keep conspicu­
ously pa in ted or otherwise marked on all premises and 
on every vehicle used by h im in the course of or in con­
nection with his business as a licensee in such manner 
and si tuat ion as may be prescribed, the init ials of his 
chr is t ian names together with his surname, and the words 
"L icensed Dealer in Hides , Skins, and W o o l . " 

11. Any person who not being a licensee— 
(a) takes , uses, or exhibits the name or title of or 

in any way pre tends to be a l icensee; or 
(b) takes, uses, or exhibits any ti t le or t e r m which 

may be construed to mean t h a t he is licensed 
to ca r ry on the business of buying wool, hides, 
or skins, 

shall be guil ty of an offence agains t this Act. 
12. (1) Any person who contravenes any of the 

provis ions of this Act shall be guil ty of an offence 
agains t this Act. 

(2) E v e r y person guil ty of an offence agains t 
this Act shall be liable upon summary conviction to a 
penal ty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment 
for a t e rm not exceeding twelve months . 

(3) Any pena l ty imposed by the Act or the 
regulat ions may be recovered in a summary manner 
before a s t ipendiary or police mag i s t r a t e in pet ty 
sessions. 

(4) I n any proceedings for an offence agains t 
section three or section eleven of this Act the onus shall 
be on the defendant to prove tha t he is a licensee. 

(5) I n any proceedings for an offence against 
this Act, every ent ry in any record or book kept or 
belonging to any licensee or person, or found on his 
premises , shall be deemed unless the con t ra ry is shown, 
to have been made by or under the au thor i ty of such 
licensee or person. 

(6) I n any proceedings aga ins t a licensee for an 
offence against this Act, the licensee shall produce his 
license to the court before which the proceedings a re 
taken. 

(7) The court before which a licensee is con­
victed of an offence agains t this Act may, in addi t ion to 
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any pena l ty imposed, o rder tha t the license be cancelled, 
and may indorse thereon a memorandum of such convic­
tion and cancellat ion; and in such case the license shall 
be re ta ined by the clerk of the court , and the licensee 
shall be deemed to be unlicensed as f rom the date of the 
order . 

13. (1) Any person aggr ieved by a refusal to 
g r a n t an applicat ion under this Act, or by an order for 
the cancellation of a license, may appeal from such 
refusal or order to a court of qua r t e r sessions. 

(2) The provis ions of Division 4 of P a r t V of 
the Jus t i ces Act, 1902, as amended by subsequent Acts , 
shall apply muta t i s mutandis to appeals under this 
section. 

14. (1) The Governor may make regulat ions not 
inconsis tent with this Act, prescr ib ing all ma t t e r s which 
a re required or author ised to be prescribed, or which a re 
necessary or convenient to be prescr ibed for ca r ry ing 
out or giving effect to this Act, and in par t icu lar , and 
without l imit ing the genera l i ty of the foregoing power, 
the Governor may in such regula t ions— 

(a) prescr ibe the forms of licenses and of renewals 
and t rans fe rs of licenses and of appl icat ions for 
the s a m e ; 

(b) provide for the issue of duplicate licenses to 
replace licenses which have been accidentally 
lost or destroyed, the procedure to be adopted 
for obtaining duplicate licenses, and the fees 
payable the re fo r ; 

(c) prescr ibe the manne r and s i tuat ion of pa in t ing 
or otherwise mark ing on premises and vehicles 
used by a licensee in the course of his business 
as such licensee the words requi red by section 
ten of this Ac t ; 

(d) provide for the disposal by the clerk of the 
cour t of licenses re ta ined by him or sur rendered 
on cancellat ion; 

(e ) impose penal t ies not exceeding in any case fifty 
pounds for any contravent ion or breach of a 
regulat ion. 

(2) The regula t ions shall— 
(a) be published in the Gaze t te ; 
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(b) take effect from the date of publication or from 
R later date to be specified in the regulations; 

(c) be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen sitting days after publication if Parlia­
ment is is session, and if not then within 
fourteen sitting days after the commencement 
of the next session. 

If either House of Parliament passes a reso­
lution of which notice has been given within 
fifteen sitting days after the regulations have 
been laid before such House disallowing any 
regulation or part thereof, such regulation or 
part shall thereupon cease to have effect. 


