
ELECTRICITY DEVELOPMENT ACT. 

Act No. 13, 1946. 
An Act to provide for the development of 

electricity supply; to provide for the con­
stitution of the Electricity Authority of 
New South Wales and to define its powers, 
authorities, duties and functions; to pro­
vide for the regulation of the sale and 
hiring of electrical apparatus and the 
licensing of electrical contractors and 
electricians; to amend the Local Govern­
ment Act, 1919, and certain other Acts 
in certain respects; and for purposes 
connected therewith. [Assented to, 17th 
January, 1946.] BE 



BE it enacted b y the K ing ' s M o s t Excel len t Majes ty , 
b y and wi th t h e advice and consent of t h e Legis ­

lat ive Council and Legis la t ive Assembly of N e w S o u t h 
W a l e s in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the au tho r i t y of 
t h e same, as follows :— 

P A R T I . 
PRELIMINARY, 

1 . ( 1 ) This Act may be cited as the "E lec t r i c i t y 
Development Act, 1 9 4 5 . " 

( 2 ) P a r t s I , I I and V I I of this Act shall commence 
on the day upon which the assent of His Majesty to this 
Act is signified. 

( 3 ) P a r t s I I I , I V , V and V I of this Act shall com­
mence upon such day or days as may be appointed by 
the Governor and notified by proclamation published in 
the Gazette. 

Different days may be so appointed and notified in 
respect of such P a r t s . 

2. This Act shall be read and construed subject to the 
Commonwealth of Aus t ra l i a Const i tut ion Act, and so as 
not to exceed the legislative power of the S ta te to the 
in tent tha t where any provision of this Act or the 
appl icat ion thereof to any person or circumstance is held 
inval id the remainder of this Act and the appl icat ion of 
such provision to other persons or circumstances shall 
no t be affected. 

3 . This Act is divided into P a r t s as follows :— 
P A R T I . — P R E L I M I N A R Y — S S . 1 - 4 . 

P A R T I I . — C O N S T I T U T I O N OF T H E ELECTTUCITY 
AUTHORITY OF N E W S O U T H W A L E S — S S . 5 - 7 . 

P A R T I I I . — P O W E R S , AUTHORITIES, D U T I E S AND 
F U N C T I O N S OF THE A U T H O R I T Y — s s . 8 - 1 4 . 

P A R T I V . — F I N A N C E — s s . 1 5 - 1 9 . 

P A R T V . — E L E C T R I C A L APPARATUS AND APPLIANCES; 
AND ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS AND ELECTRICIANS 
ss. 2 0 - 2 6 . 

P A R T V I . — R E S T R I C T I O N S UPON W O R K S FOR 
ELECTRICITY S U P P L Y — s . 2 7 . 

P A R T V I I . — G E N E R A L — SS. 2 8 - 3 7 . 

S C H E D U L E . 4 . 



4 . I n this Act, unless the contes t or subject m a t t e r 
otherwise indicates or r equ i res— 

" A u t h o r i t y " means The Electr ic i ty Au thor i ty of 
New South "Wales. 

" C o u n c i l " has the meaning ascribed there to in the 
Local Government Act, 1 9 1 9 , a s amended by 
subsequent Acts , and includes a county council 
const i tuted under t ha t Act, as so amended, and 
a county council for a county dis t r ic t con­
s t i tu ted p u r s u a n t to section twelve of this Act, 
and the Sydney County Council. 

" E l e c t r i c a l c o n t r a c t o r " includes a firm, company, 
pa r tne r sh ip , society, association or body of 
persons , corpora te or unincorpora te , t r ad ing as 
an electrical contractor , and any person licensed 
under or in pursuance of this Act as an 
electrical contractor . 

" E l e c t r i c a l i n s t a l l a t i on" means any appliances, 
wires, fittings or other a p p a r a t u s placed in, on, 
under , or over any premises (including premises 
held under lease from the Crown for p r iva te 
purposes and premises occupied for p r iva te 
purposes which a r e supplied with electricity by 
the Crown) and used for or for purposes 
incidental to the conveyance, control or use of 
electricity supplied or intended to be supplied by 
an electricity supply au thor i ty , and whether 
such appliances, wires, fittings or a p p a r a t u s a r e 
or a re not supplied by the person contrac t ing 
or under t ak ing to instal the same, and includes 
addit ions, a l te ra t ions and repa i r s to an electrical 
ins ta l la t ion; but does not include— 

(a) any electricity supply main or service 
line of an electricity supply au thor i ty" 
or 

(b) any appl iances, wires , fittings or 
a p p a r a t u s connected to and beyond any 
electrical outlet socket which is in­
stalled for the purpose of connecting 
por table electrical appl iances, fittings 
or a p p a r a t u s and a t which fixed wir ing 
t e r m i n a t e s ; or 

(c) 



(c) any appliances, wires , fittings or 
a p p a r a t u s which a re placed in, on or 
over any premises owned or occupied 
by an electricity supply au thor i ty and 
which a re not used for the consump­
tion of electricity on such premises or 
which are not used solely for purposes 
incidental to the conveyance or control 
of electricity so consumed; or 

(d) any electrical instal lat ion in or about a 
mine. 

"E lec t r i ca l wir ing w o r k " and " w o r k " mean the 
actual physical work of instal l ing an electrical 
instal lat ion. 

" E l e c t r i c i a n " means any person engaged in 
electrical wir ing work who is not an electrical 
contractor . 

" E l e c t r i c i t y supply a u t h o r i t y " means any person 
engaged in the supply of electricity to the pub­
lic or in the generat ion of electricity for supply, 
direct ly or indirectly, to the public, whether by 
vi r tue of any s ta tu te or any franchise agree­
ment under any Act or otherwise and 
includes the Admin i s t r a to r of the Southern 
Electr ic i ty Supply of New South Wales , The 
Commissioner for Rai lways and the W a t e r Con­
servat ion and I r r iga t ion Commission. 

" M a i n t ransmiss ion l i n e " means any cable or over­
head line which connects or t r ansmi t s or is 
designed or intended to connect or t r ansmi t 
electricity between two or more power s ta t ions 
or which is opera ted for or in connection with 
the supply of electricity directly or indirectly to 
the public at a voltage in excess of eleven thou­
sand five hundred volts, and all towers, poles 
and equipment and all s tep-up and step-down 
t rans fo rmers and switchgear necessary to and 
used for the control and operat ion of any such 
cable or overhead line. 

" M e m b e r " means member of the Author i ty . 

" M i n e " 



" M i n e " has the meaning ascribed thereto in the 
Local Government Act, 1 9 1 9 , as amended by 
subsequent Acts . 

" P o w e r s t a t i o n " means any s ta t ion for genera t ing 
or which is designed or intended for genera t ing 
electricity for supply directly or indirect ly to 
the public. 

" P r e s c r i b e d " means prescr ibed by this Act or by 
the regula t ions . 

" P e r s o n " includes a council. 
" R e g u l a t i o n s " means regulat ions made or deemed 

to be made under th is Act. 

P A R T I I . 

CONSTITUTION OF T H E ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY OF 
N E W S O U T H W A L E S . 

5. ( 1 ) (a) There shall be const i tuted an Electr ic i ty 
Au thor i ty of New South "Wales which shall have and may 
exercise and discharge the powers , authori t ies , dut ies and 
functions conferred and imposed upon the Author i ty by 
or under this Act. 

(b) The Au thor i ty shall consist of seven members 
appointed by the Governor . 

(c) One of such members shall in and by the ins t ru­
ment by which he is appoin ted be the chai rman of the 
Au thor i ty and another of such members shall in and by 
the ins t rumen t by which he is appointed be the deputy 
chai rman of the Author i ty . 

(d) (i) One of the members shall be an engineer 
hav ing special knowledge of the generat ion, t ransmiss ion 
and supply of electr ici ty; 

(ii) two of the members shall be members of a 
council; . 

(iii) one of the members shall be the manager , 
genera l manager , electrical engineer or person in charge 
of the electricity unde r t ak ing of a council; and 

( iv) 



(iv) one of the members shall be a pe r son ap­
pointed to represen t the in teres ts of employees engaged 
in the electrical i n d u s t r y : 

P rov ided tha t of the two members appoin ted unde r 
subpa rag raph (ii) of this p a r a g r a p h one shall be a 
member of a council within the County of Cumberland 
or the County of Nor thumber land and one a member of 
a council outside those counties. 

(2) (a) Subject to this Act— 
(i) the cha i rman shall hold office for a t e rm of seven 

y e a r s ; 
(ii) each member other than the cha i rman shall hold 

office for such term, not exceeding seven years , 
as may be specified in the ins t rument by which 
he is appoin ted ; 

(iii) a member shall, if otherwise qualified, be eligible 
from time to t ime for re-appointment upon the 
expirat ion of his t e rm of office. 

(b) A person who is of or above the age of 
sixty-five yea r s shall not be appointed a member . 

(3) (a) The chai rman shall devote the whole of his 
t ime to the dut ies of his office and shall receive such 
annual sa la ry as the Governor may determine. 

(b) Each member, other than the chairman, 
shall be entit led to receive such remunera t ion for his 
services as may from t ime to t ime be fixed by the 
Governor. 

A member who is an officer of the Public Service shall, 
no twi ths tanding the provisions of any Act or of any ru le 
o r regula t ion made under any Act, be entit led to receive 
remunerat ion under this p a r a g r a p h in addi t ion to any 
remunera t ion to which he is enti t led as an officer of the 
Public Service. 

(c) E a c h member shall be enti t led to receive 
t ravel l ing expenses a t such r a t e as the Governor may 
from t ime to t ime determine. 

(d) The office of a member other than the 
cha i rman shall not for the purposes of the Const i tut ion 
Act, 1902, or the Sydney Corpora t ion Act, 1932, or any 
Act amending such Acts , be deemed to be an office or 
place of profit under the Crown. 

(4) 



(4) The provisions of the Public Service Act, 1902, 
or of any Act amending tha t Act, shall not apply to or in 
respect of the appoin tment of any member, and a member 
shall not, in his capacity as a member , be subject to the 
provisions of any such Act du r ing his t e rm of office. 

(5) (a) E a c h member before enter ing upon the 
dut ies of his office shall take an oath of allegiance under 
and in accordance with the Oaths Act, 1900-193C, and 
shall make and subscribe the following declarat ion of 
office:— 

I 
having been appointed a member of The Electr ic i ty 
Author i ty of New South Wales , do hereby declare 
tha t I will t ru ly and faithfully fulfil the duties of that 
office according to the best of my judgment and 
ability. 

(b) If a person, af ter having been afforded an 
oppor tun i ty of taking the oath of allegiance and making 
and subscribing such declarat ion, neglects to do so for a 
per iod of one month or dur ing such extended period as 
the Governor may appoint pu r suan t to p a r a g r a p h (c) of 
this subsection af ter the da te upon which he is appointed, 
he shall upon the expirat ion of such period of one month 
or extended period, as the case may be, be deemed to 
have declined to accept office. 

(c) W h e r e the Governor is satisfied tha t the 
delay in taking such oath and making and subscribing 
such declarat ion is unavoidable he may extend the time 
for tak ing such oath and making and subscribing such 
declara t ion for any period not exceeding six months . 

(d) Any person who is deemed to have declined 
to accept office shall not be eligible to be re-appointed to 
fill the vacancy created. 

(6) (a ) A member shall be deemed to have vacated 
his office— 

(i) if. being the chairman, he engages in New South 
Wales du r ing his t e rm of office in any paid em­
ployment outside the duties of his office; 

(ii) if, being one of the members re fe r red to in sub­
p a r a g r a p h (ii) or sub-pa ragraph (iii) of pa ra ­
g r a p h (d) of subsection one of this section, he 
ceases to hold the qualification by v i r tue of 
which he was appo in ted ; (iii) 



( i i i) if he becomes bankrup t , compounds wi th his 
credi tors or makes any ass ignment of his es ta te 
for thei r benefit; 

( iv) if, being the chai rman, he absents himself from 
du ty for a per iod of fourteen consecutive days , 
except on leave g ran ted by the Minis ter (which 
leave the Minis ter is hereby author ised to 
g r a n t ) ; 

(v) if he is absent f rom four consecutive o rd inary 
meet ings of the Author i ty without leave g ran ted 
by the A u t h o r i t y ; 

(vi) if he becomes an insane person or pa t ien t or an 
incapable person within the meaning of the 
Lunacy Act, 1898-1944; 

(vii) if he is convicted in New South Wales of a felony 
or of a misdemeanour which is punishable by 
imprisonment for twelve months or upwards , or 
if he is convicted elsewhere t han in New South 
Wales of an offence which if committed in New 
South Wales would be a felony or a mis­
demeanour which is punishable as a foresa id ; 

(viii) if he res igns his office by wr i t ing under his hand 
addressed to the Governor ; 

(ix) if he is removed from office by the Governor ; or 
(x) if he declines office or is deemed to have declined 

office. 
(b) A member shall be deemed to have vacated 

his office on the day upon which he a t ta ins the age of 
sixty-five years . 

(7) The Governor may, for any cause which 
appea r s to him sufficient, remove a member from office. 

(8) Any member who is in any wise personal ly con­
cerned or in teres ted in any ba rga in or contract made by 
or on behalf of the Author i ty for any purpose connected 
with or re la t ing to the powers , author i t ies , duties or 
functions of the Author i ty or in any wise par t ic ipa tes 
or claims to be entit led to par t ic ipa te in the profit of 
any such ba rga in or contract or in any benefit or emolu­
ment a r i s ing therefrom shall thereby vacate his office 
as a member and shall also be liable upon summary con­
viction to a penal ty not exceeding fifty p o u n d s : 

P rov ided 



Prov ided tha t a member shall not vacate his office or 
be liable to any pena l ty as aforesaid by reason only of— 

(a) receiving or being ent i t led to receive any pay­
ment , benefit or emolument in consequence of 
his appoin tment as member ; 

(b) being beneficially in teres ted in any newspaper 
or other adver t i s ing medium used by the 
A u t h o r i t y ; or 

(c) being a shareholder or member (but not a 
di rector or manage r ) of any incorpora ted com­
p a n y of more t han twenty persons wi th which 
the Au thor i ty has entered into any ba rga in or 
contract for any purpose connected with or 
re la t ing to the powers , author i t ies , duties or 
functions of the Author i ty . 

(9) On the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of 
a member, a person appointed to fill the vacan t office 
shall, subject to this Act, hold office for the remainder 
of the unexpired t e rm of the vacant office. 

(10) A person who a t the da te of his appoin tment 
as cha i rman is an officer of the Public Service, and who 
ceases to be cha i rman from any cause whatsoever , other­
wise than in pursuance of subsections six, seven and 
eight of this section ( s u b p a r a g r a p h (viii) of p a r a g r a p h 
(a) of subsection six excepted) , shall if he is unde r the 
age of s ixty yea r s be appoin ted to some office in the 
Publ ic Service not lower in classification and sa la ry than 
tha t which he held immediately before his appoin tment 
as chai rman. 

(11) (a) Nothing contained in this Act shall affect 
the r igh ts accrued and accruing under the Publ ic Service 
Act, 1902, or under the Superannua t ion Act, 1916-1944, 
or any Act amending such Acts , to any person appointed 
cha i rman who is a t the t ime of his appoin tment or has 
been a t any t ime previous there to an officer of the Public 
Service or an employee within the meaning of the Super­
annua t ion Act, 1916-1944, or any amendment thereof. 

(b) Any officer of the Publ ic Service or any 
person who is an employee within the meaning of the 
Superannua t ion Act, 1916-1944, or any amendment 
thereof, appoin ted cha i rman shall continue to contribute 
to any fund or account and shall be entit led to receive 

any 



any defer red or extended leave, and any payment , 
pension or g ra tu i ty as if he were an officer or employee 
within the meaning of the Public Service Act, 1 9 0 2 , o r 
the Superannua t ion Act, 1 9 1 6 - 1 9 4 4 , as the case may be, 
o r any Act amending such Acts , and for such purpose 
his service as cha i rman shall be deemed to be service 
for the purpose of such Acts . 

6. (1) The Author i ty shall be a body corporate with 
pe rpe tua l succession and a common seal, and may sue 
and be sued in its corpora te name, and shall, for the pur­
poses and subject to the provisions of this Act, be cap­
able of purchasing, holding, grant ing , demising and 
disposing of or otherwise deal ing with rea l and personal 
p roper ty , and of doing and suffering all such acts and 
th ings as bodies corporate may by law do and suffer. 

(2) The corporate name of the Au thor i ty shall be 
" T h e Electr ic i ty Author i ty of New South W a l e s . " 

(3) The common seal shall be kept in the custody 
of the cha i rman and shall not be affixed to any instru­
ment except in pursuance of a resolution of the 
Author i ty . 

Any ins t rument executed in pursuance of any such 
resolution shall be a t tes ted by the s ignature of any two 
members . 

(4) (a ) In the case of the absence from duty of the 
cha i rman, the deputy chairman shall act in his place, 
a n d whilst so act ing shall have the immunit ies and may 
exercise all the powers and author i t ies of the chairman. 

(b) The deputy chai rman while so act ing may. 
if the Governor thinks fit, be pa id such addi t ional 
remunera t ion for his services as the Governor may 
determine. 

(c) No person shall be concerned to inquire 
whether or not any occasion has ar isen requi r ing or 
author is ing the depu ty chai rman to act in the place of the 
cha i rman ; and all acts or th ings done or omitted by the 
depu ty chai rman while so act ing shall be as valid and 
effectual and shall have the same consequences as if the 
same had been done or omitted by the chairman. 

(5) 



(5) (a) The procedure for the calling of meet ings 
of the Au thor i ty and for the conduct of business a t such 
meet ings shall, subject to this Act and any regulat ions in 
relat ion there to , be as determined by the Author i ty . 

(b) The chai rman or in his absence the deputy 
chai rman shall pres ide a t all meetings of the Author i ty 
a t which he is present , and in addi t ion to a del iberat ive 
vote shall, if the vot ing be equal, have a second or cas t ing 
vote. 

(c) F o u r members , one of whom shall be t he 
chai rman or, in his absence, the deputy chai rman, shall 
form a quorum and any duly convened meet ing a t which 
a quorum is p resen t shall be competent to t r ansac t any 
business of the Author i ty , and shall have and may exer­
cise and discharge ail the powers , author i t ies , dut ies , and 
functions of the Author i ty . 

A decision of the major i ty of the members present a t 
a meet ing of the Author i ty shall be the decision of the 
Author i ty . 

(d) The Author i ty shall cause minutes of i t s 
decisions to be kept upon the official pape r s and cause 
minutes to be kept of i ts proceedings a t formal meetings. 

(6) (a) No m a t t e r or th ing done, and no contract 
entered into by the Author i ty , and no m a t t e r or th ing 
done by any member or by any other person whomso­
ever act ing under the direction of the Author i ty shall, if 
the m a t t e r or th ing was done or the contract was entered 
into bona fide for the purposes of executing th is Act , 
subject them or any of them personal ly to any action, 
liability, claim or demand whatsoever . 

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall exempt 
any member from liability to bo surcharged with the 
amount of any payment which is disallowed by the 
Audi tor -Genera l in the accounts of the Author i ty , and 
which such member author ised or joined in authoris ing. 

(7) No act or proceeding of the Author i ty shall 
be inval idated or prejudiced by reason only of the fact 
that a t the t ime when such act or proceeding was done, 
taken or commenced, there was a vacancy in the offices 
of members . 

7. 



7. (1) The Governor may, under and subject to the 
provisions of the Public Service Act, 1902, as amended 
by subsequent Acts , appoin t and employ such officers 
and employees as may bo necessary to enable the 
Author i ty to exercise and discharge the powers , autho­
r i t ies , duties and functions conferred and imposed on 
the Author i ty by or under this or any other Act. 

(2) The officers and employees so appointed shall 
be subject to the provisions of the Public Service Act, 
1902, as amended by subsequent Acts, dur ing their tenure 
of office. 

(3) The Author i ty m a y appoint , employ and dis­
miss such casual employees as it deems necessary and 
m a y fix wages and conditions of employment of such 
casual employees where such wages and conditions are 
not fixed in accordance with the provis ions of any other 
Act. 

The appointment of casual employees under this sub­
section shall not be subject to the provisions of the Public 
Service Act, 1902, or any Act amending tha t Act, and a 
casual employee so appointed shall not be subject to the 
provis ions of any such Acts dur ing the period of his 
employment. 

(4) (a) F o r the purposes of exercising and dis­
charging the powers , author i t ies , duties and functions 
conferred and imposed on the Author i ty by or under this 
or any other Act, the Author i ty may, with the approva l 
of the Minis ter of the Depa r tmen t concerned, on such 
te rms as may be a r ranged , make use of the services 
of any of the officers or employees of any Government 
Depar tmen t . 

(b) The Au thor i ty m a y for the like purpose 
with the approva l of any s t a tu to ry body or council, on 
such t e rms as may be a r ranged , make use of the services 
of any of the officers, se rvan ts or employees of such 
s t a tu to ry body or council. 

(c) In this subsection " s t a t u t o r y b o d y " 
means any public body which the Governor may by p ro ­
clamation published in the Gazette declare to be a 
s t a t u t o r y body. 

( 5 ) 



(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
preclude the Au thor i ty from engaging for any par t i cu la r 
purpose specified in a resolut ion of the Au tho r i t y the 
services of any engineer, architect , surveyor , builder, 
cont rac tor o r o ther person whomsoever. 

P A R T I I I . 
POWERS, AUTHORITIES, DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE 

AUTHORITY. 
8 . I n the exercise and discharge of i ts powers , au tho­

r i t ies , dut ies and functions the Au thor i ty shall be sub­
ject in all respects to the control and direction of the 
Minis ter . 

9 . ( 1 ) Subject to this Act the Au tho r i t y shall have 
power— 

(a) to promote and regula te the co-ordination, 
development, expansion, extension and improve­
ment of electricity supply th roughout the S ta te , 
a n d wi thout l imit ing the genera l i ty of t h e 
foregoing power, to p romote and regula te— 

(i) the interconnection of power s t a t ions ; 
(ii) the in terchange of electricity between 

power s t a t ions ; 
(iii) the erection, extension or a l tera t ion of 

power s t a t ions ; 
(iv) the instal la t ion and renewal of genera t ­

ing uni t s and s team ra i s ing p l an t i i 
power s t a t ions ; 

(v) the erection and extension of main 
t ransmiss ion l ines ; 

(vi) the extension and improvement of 
electricity supply to and within r u r a l 
d i s t r i c t s ; 

(vii) the adopt ion of s t anda rds of p lant , 
equipment , frequency and vol tage for 
the generat ion, t ransmiss ion, dis t r ibu­
tion and supply of e lectr ic i ty; 

(b) 



(b) to p romote and encourage the development and 
use of the n a t u r a l resources of the S t a t e in 
connection with the generat ion of electr ici ty; 

(c) to p romote and encourage the use of electricity 
and especially the use thereof for indus t r ia l and 
manufac tu r ing purposes and for the purpose 
of p r i m a r y p roduc t ion ; 

(d ) to advise any person engaged in the generat ion, 
t ransmiss ion, d is t r ibut ion or supply of elec­
t r ic i ty upon all m a t t e r s of and concerning such 
genera t ion , t ransmiss ion, d is t r ibut ion and 
supp ly ; 

(e) to consider the advisabil i ty of amending the law 
re la t ing to the generat ion, t ransmiss ion, dis­
t r ibut ion, supply and use of electricity, and to 
r epo r t thereon to the Minister . Any such repor t 
shall be accompanied by a draf t of the legislation 
(including regula t ions and the like) necessary 
to give effect to such r e p o r t ; and 

(f) to do such supplemental , incidental and conse­
quential acts as m a y be necessary or expedient 
for the purposes aforesaid. 

(2) W h e r e by any other Act or by any ordinance, 
regula t ion or by-law made under any other Act the 
approva l of the Governor is required to be given to any 
p roposa l re la t ing to electricity or to the generat ion, 
t ransmiss ion, d is t r ibut ion or supply thereof, such ap­
prova l shall not be given unless and unt i l the proposal 
h a s been refer red to the Au thor i ty for considerat ion and 
repor t . 

(3) Sections 512H and 512i of the Local Govern­
ment Act, 1919, as amended by subsequent Acts , a re 
hereby repealed. 

1 0 . (1) The Author i ty shall, as and when required by 
the Minister , conduct inquir ies or invest igat ions for any 
purpose of or connected wi th the car ry ing out of the 
provisions of th is Act . 

(2) The Au thor i ty shall furnish the Minister 
wi th a repor t se t t ing out the resul ts of any inquiry or 
invest igat ion made under this section. (3) 



(3) F o r the purposes of any inquiry or investi­
gat ion under this section the Author i ty shall have the 
powers and immunit ies of a commissioner, and the 
chairman of the Au thor i ty shall have the powers of a 
chairman within the meaning of Division 1 of P a r t I I of 
the Royal Commissions Acts , 1923-1934, and the provi­
sions of tha t Act, with the exception of section th i r teen 
and of Division 2 of P a r t I I shall, muta t i s mutand i s , 
apply to any witness or person summoned by or appear ­
ing before the Author i ty . 

1 1 . (1) F o r the purposes of ca r ry ing out the provi­
sions of this Act the Author i ty may from time to t ime 
formulate proposa ls for and in respect of any one or 
more of the following m a t t e r s : — 

(a) requi r ing any council— 
(i) to ca r ry out such addit ions, a l te ra t ions , 

modifications and renewals of and to 
p lant and equipment instal led in any 
power s ta t ion owned or opera ted by 
such council as may be specified in any 
such p roposa l ; 

(ii) to under take the supply of electricity to 
the public within i ts a rea or within any 
specified p a r t thereof; 

(iii) to under take the supply of electricity to 
the public within the a rea or any speci­
fied p a r t of the a r ea of any other coun­
cil specified in any such p roposa l ; 

(b) requi r ing any electricity supply au thor i ty (in­
cluding an electricity supply au thor i ty being a 
council)— 

(i) to c a r r y ou t the interconnection of any 
power s ta t ion owned or opera ted by 
such electricity supply au thor i ty with 
any other power s t a t i on ; 

(ii) to effect the in terchange of electricity 
between interconnected power s ta t ions 
a t such t imes, in such quant i ty a n d 
upon a n d subject t o such t e rms and 
condit ions a s m a y be specified in any 
such p r o p o s a l ; 

(iii) 



(iii) to ca r ry out such a l tera t ions and modi­
fications to any plant and equipment 
installed in any power s tat ion owned o r 
operated by such electricity supply au­
thori ty as may be necessary in order to 
enable such interconnection or inter­
change to be carr ied out and effected. 

(iv) to provide from any power s tat ion 
owned or operated by such electricity 
supply author i ty , a bulk supply of 
electricity to any other electricity 
supply au thor i ty specified in any such 
proposal , at such times, in such quant i ty 
and upon and subject to such te rms 
and conditions as may be specified in 
such p roposa l ; 

(v) to take a bulk supply of electricity from 
any other electricity supply au thor i ty 
specified in any such proposal at such 
times, in such quant i ty and upon and 
subject to such te rms and conditions 
as may be specified in such proposal . 

(2) A proposal under subpa rag raph (iii) of para­
g raph (a) of subsection one of this section shall not bo 
formulated unless the council of the a rea within which 
the supply of electricity is to be so under taken— 

(a) consents ; 
(b) has failed to comply with the terms of a pro­

clamation embodying a proposal under subpara­
g raph (ii) of pa r ag raph (a) of subsection one 
of this section ; or 

(c) is not engaged in the supply of electricity to the 
public within its a rea or within the p a r t of its 
a rea specified in any proposal under subpara­
g raph (iii) of p a r a g r a p h (a) of subsection one 
of this section. 

(3) (a) A proposal under subpa rag raph (i) of 
p a r a g r a p h (b) of subsection one of this section may 
include such provisions as to the shar ing of the costs and 
expenses of ca r ry ing out the interconnection referred to 
in such subparag raph as may have been agreed upon 

between 



between the electricity supply author i t ies affected by 
such p roposa l and, fail ing such agreement , as may be 
determined by the Author i ty . 

(b) A p roposa l unde r s u b p a r a g r a p h (i i) of 
p a r a g r a p h (b) of subsection one of this section may 
include such provisions re la t ing to the in terchange of 
electricity as may have been agreed upon between the 
electricity supply author i t ies affected by such proposal . 

(4) Any proposa l under this section may fix a 
period within which the requi rements thereof a re to be 
ear r ied into effect and may provide tha t the Author i ty 
may from time to t ime g r a n t extensions of such period. 

(5) The Au thor i ty shall submit any such p roposa l 
to the Minis ter and shall serve a copy thereof on any 
electricity supply au thor i ty or council affected thereby. 

The Au thor i ty shall also notify, in the Gazette and in 
one or more newspapers , a summary of such proposa l 
and the t ime within which objections there to may be 
lodged with the Minister . 

(6) Any person may, within the prescr ibed time, 
lodge with the Minis ter an objection in wr i t ing to such 
proposa l and shall s ta te the grounds for such objection. 

( 7 ) A t the expira t ion of the time prescr ibed pur­
suant to subsection six of this section the Minis ter shall 
consider such proposa l together with any objections tha t 
may have been lodged in accordance with tha t subsection 
and may approve of the proposa l with such amendments 
or modifications (if any) as may be necessary to give 
effect to any objection allowed by the Minister . 

The Minis ter may, in considering any such proposal , 
refer any objection on financial or technical g rounds to 
any independent person for invest igat ion and repor t . 

(8) The Author i ty shall for thwith cause notice of 
the proposa l as so approved by the .Minister to bo com­
municated to the electricity supply au thor i ty or council 
affected thereby. 

(9) Any such proposa l may be supplemented, 
amended, or rescinded by a subsequent proposal . 

(10) Any such proposa l as so approved by the 
Minis ter shall be laid before both Houses of Pa r l i amen t . 

If 



If e i ther House of Pa r l i amen t passes a resolut ion of 
which notice has been given a t any t ime within fifteen 
s i t t ing clays after any such proposa l has been laid before 
such House disallowing such proposa l or any p a r t there­
of, such proposa l or pa r t , as the case m a y be, shall lapse 
and shall not be given effect to. 

(11) Any such proposal , to the extent to which it 
has not been disallowed pu r suan t to subsection ten 
of th is section, may be embodied in a proclamat ion made 
by the Governor. 

Such proclamat ion shall— 
(a) be published in the Gazet te ; and 
(b) take effect from the da te of such publication or 

from a la ter date specified the re in : 
Prov ided tha t a proclamat ion embodying a proposa l 

unde r subpa rag raph (v) of p a r a g r a p h (b) of subsection 
one of this section shall not affect an agreement under 
which the electricity supply au thor i ty affected by such 
p roposa l was, a t the da te of commencement of this P a r t , 
t ak ing a bulk supply of electricity from another elec­
t r ic i ty supply author i ty . 

(12) The Author i ty shall cause a copy of any 
proclamat ion published in pursuance of this section to be 
served by regis tered post on all electricity" supply 
author i t ies or councils affected thereby. 

(13) All proclamat ions published in pursuance of 
this section shall have the force of law and notwi ths tand­
ing any law to the con t ra ry all electricity supply 
author i t ies or councils affected by any such proclamat ion 
shall do, pe r fo rm and c a r r y out all such acts , ma t t e r s 
and things as are necessary in order to comply with any 
such proclamat ion in accordance in all respects with the 
t e rms thereof. 

(14) f o r the purpose of so complying with any 
proclamat ion published in pursuance of this section any 
council affeeted thereby m a y bor row by way of o rd ina ry 
loan under and subject to the provis ions of the Local 
Government Act, 1919, as amended by subsequent Acts . 

The provisions of the Local Government Act, 1919, as 
so amended applicable to o rd ina ry loans, shall muta t i s 
mutandis apply to and in respect of any borrowing by a 
council under this subsect ion: 

P rov ided 



Prov ided tha t the Governor may, notwi ths tanding any 
res t r ic t ions imposed by the Local Government Act, 1919, 
as so amended, or any other Act, on the g ran t ing of 
approva l to loans for works for the supply of electricity, 
approve of a loan for any of the purposes of this sub­
section. 

(15) Any electricity supply au thor i ty or council 
which refuses or fails to comply with any te rms , condi­
t ions or requi rements of any proclamat ion published 
in pursuance of this section and applicable to such 
electricity supply au thor i ty or council shall be liable to 
a penal ty not exceeding five hundred pounds and to a 
fur ther daily penal ty not exceeding fifty pounds for each 
and every day dur ing which such refusal or fai lure 
continues. 

1 2 . (1) F o r the purpose of ca r ry ing out the provi­
sions of this Act the Author i ty may from time to t ime 
submit to the Governor th rough the Minis ter for the t ime 
being adminis te r ing the Local Government Act, 1919, a s 
amended by subsequent Acts, recommendat ions— 

(a) for the consti tut ion of county dis t r ic ts com­
pr i s ing the whole or p a r t s of two or more a reas 
within the meaning of the Local Government 
Act, 1919, as amended by subsequent Acts , and 
for the delegation to the county council of any 
such distr ict of such powers and duties (includ­
ing the power to bor row and to levy ra tes ) of 
the councils whose a reas a re wholly or pa r t l y 
included in such county dis t r ic t in re la t ion to 
the supply of electricity a n d works for the 
supply of electricity as may be specified in any 
such recommendat ion; and 

(b) for the a l tera t ion of the boundar ies of county 
dis t r ic ts whether const i tuted upon a recommen­
dation under this section or o therwise : 

P rov ided tha t before any recommendat ion under p a r a ­
g r a p h (a) or (b) of this section is submit ted to the 
Governor for his approval , due notice of such recommen­
dat ion shall be given by the Minister to the council or 
councils whose a rea or a reas are direct ly affected the reby : 
and such council or councils may within the prescr ibed 
t ime lodge wi th the Minister an objection there to in 
wr i t ing and shall s ta te the grounds for such objection. 

( 2 ) 



(2) Thereupon the Governor m a y under and 
subject to the provisions of the Local Government Act, 
1911), as amended by subsequent Acts, const i tute county 
dis t r ic ts or a l ter the boundar ies of county dis tr icts , as 
the case may be, in accordance with any such recom-
mendat ion or with such modifications or var ia t ions 
thereof as he may deem fit and may, no twi ths tanding 
tha t a request for such delegation has not been made by 
the councils whose a reas are wholly or pa r t ly included 
in any such county distr ict , delegate to the county council 
of any such county dis t r ic t such powers and duties as 
a r e specitied in the recommendation for the consti tut ion 
of such county dis t r ic t or as may be determined by the 
Governor. 

(3) The provisions of section for ty of the Gas 
and Electr ic i ty Act, 1935-1941, shall apply to and in 
respect of any a l tera t ion of the boundar ies of the Sydney 
County Dis t r ic t upon a recommendat ion under this 
sect ion: Prov ided tha t the recommendat ion of the 
Sydney County Council for the inclusion of any a rea or 
p a r t of an a rea and the consent of the council of tha t 
a rea shall not be necessary. 

1 3 . (1) The Author i ty may, with the approva l of 
the Minister , out of moneys in the Electr ici ty Develop­
ment Account, g r an t subsidies or loans— 

(a) to any council for or towards meet ing the cost 
of the erection, construction or ca r ry ing out by 
or on behalf of such council of any works for the 
supply of electricity which the council may law­
fully erect, construct or c a r r y ou t or for or 
towards meet ing any periodical liability incurred 
by such council in connection with the erection, 
construction or ca r ry ing out of any such w o r k s ; 

(b) to any electricity supply au thor i ty (including 
any electricity supply au thor i ty being a council) 
for or towards meet ing the cost of ca r ry ing out 
extensions of the dis t r ibut ion lines of such 
electricity supply au thor i ty or for or towards 
meet ing any periodical liability incurred by any 
electricity supply au thor i ty in connection with 
any such extension. 
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(2) Before g r a n t i n g any subsidy or loan as afore­
said the Au thor i ty may requi re an electricity supply 
au thor i ty or council, as the case m a y be, to enter into 
an agreement wi th the Au thor i ty to secure the c a r r y i n g 
out of the purposes for which a n d the t e rms and condi­
t ions upon and subject to which such subsidy or loan is 
g ran ted and in the case of a loan the r epayment of 
pr inc ipa l and the paymen t of in teres t in respect of such 
loan. 

(3) Notwi ths tanding anyth ing contained in th is 
or any other Act the approva l of the Governor shall not 
be necessary in the case of a loan to a council in 
pursuance of th is section and a council is hereby empow­
ered to bor row and enter into any agreement for the 
purpose of this section. 

(4) Any subsidy or loan unde r th is section m a y 
be g ran t ed for or towards meet ing any cost or l iabili ty 
incur red for the purpose re fe r red to in subsection one 
of this section a t any t ime af ter the first d a y of Ju ly , 
one thousand nine hundred and forty-four. 

1 4 . ( 1 ) Notwi ths tanding any th ing contained in any 
other Act, the Author i ty , wi th the app rova l of the 
Minister , may f rom t ime to t ime by notification published 
in the Gazette fix and declare forms and bases of charg ing 
and max imum prices for electricity supplied in bulk and 
for electricity supplied by way of in terchange by elec­
t r ic i ty supply author i t ies and specify a da te on a n d from 
which a n y such forms and bases of charg ing or max imum 
prices (as the case may be) shall apply. 

(2) Any such notification m a y fix and d e c l a r e -
(a) forms and bases of charg ing and max imum 

prices applicable to all electrici ty supply 
author i t ies or to such electricity supply 
au thor i t i es as may be specified in the notifi­
cat ion ; 

(b) different forms and bases of charging and 
different maximum prices applicable to different 
electricity supply au thor i t i e s ; and 

(c) different forms and bases of charging and differ­
ent maximum prices according to the t imes dur­
ing which and the circumstances and conditions 

under 



under which the supply is given but so t h a t 
such forms and bases of charging and maximum 
pr ices shall be uni form for electricity supplied 
in bulk or for electricity supplied by way of 
in terchange by any one electricity supply 
au thor i ty du r ing the same t imes and under the 
same circumstances and conditions of supply. 

(3) No electricity supply au thor i ty shall charge 
or impose or offer or agree to charge or impose for elec­
t r ic i ty supplied in bulk or for electricity supplied by way 
of in terchange a different form or basis of charg ing or 
a h igher price than tha t fixed and declared by any noti­
fication under this section applicable to such electricity 
supply author i ty . 

(4) Any electricity supply au thor i ty which contra­
venes the provisions of subsection three of this section 
shall be guil ty of an offence and shall be liable on sum­
m a r y conviction to a penal ty not exceeding one hundred 
p o u n d s ; and in addit ion the court may order the defen­
d a n t to refund to any consumer any moneys pa id by 
such consumer in excess of the lawful charge and the 
like proceedings m a y be taken upon any such order as 
if the same were a judgment of the court in favour of 
the consumer. 

P A R T IV. 

FINANCE. 

1 5 . (1) The Author i ty shall in or before the month 
of May in each yea r make an est imate of the amount to 
be expended by the Author i ty dur ing the next following 
y e a r commencing on the first day of J u l y in defraying 
t h e expenses incurred in the adminis t ra t ion of this Act 
and in ca r ry ing out the powers , author i t ies , duties and 
functions conferred and imposed upon the Author i ty by 
o r unde r this Act and shall, in such est imate and subject 
to the approva l of the Minister, determine what p a r t 
of such amount is to be contr ibuted by the electricity 
supply author i t ies named in the first column of the 
Schedule to this Act in respect of the yea r for which such 
es t imate is made. 
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(2) E a c h electricity supply au thor i ty named in 
the first column of the Schedule to this Act shall make 
such contr ibut ions towards the amount determined under 
subsection one of this section upon such basis or in such 
amounts and in such manner and a t such times as m a y 
be p resc r ibed : 

P rov ided tha t an electricity supply au thor i ty named in 
the first column of the said Schedule shall not be required 
to contr ibute, in respect of any yea r ending on the 
th i r t ie th day of June , an amount exceeding the amount 
set out in the second column of the said Schedule opposite 
the name of such electricity supply author i ty , but in no 
case shall any electricity supply au thor i ty be required 
to contr ibute , in respect of any year ending on the 
th i r t ie th day of Ju n e , an amount exceeding one hundred 
thousand pounds . 

The regula t ions may— 
(a) provide for the payment of different amounts 

by different electricity supply author i t ies named 
in the first column of the said Schedule; 

(b) add to or remove from the first column of the 
said Schedule, the name of any electricity supply 
au tho r i t y ; 

(c) inser t an amount in the second column of the 
said Schedule opposi te the name of any 
electricity supply au thor i ty which has been 
added to the first column of the said Schedule; 

(d) va ry but not increase any amount set out in the 
second column of the said Schedule; and 

(e) amend the second column of the said Schedule 
by omit t ing theref rom the amount set out 
opposite the name of any electricity supply 
au thor i ty which has been removed from the first 
column of the said Schedule pu r suan t to this 
subsection. 

The said Schedule, as added to, var ied or amended 
from time to time in accordance with this subsection, 
shall be the Schedule to this Act. 

The contr ibut ion first payable af ter the commencement 
of this P a r t by any electricity supply au thor i ty pur suan t 
to this section shall not be due or payable unti l the expira-
tion of six months af ter notice of the amount of such 

contr ibut ion 



contr ibut ion has been given to such electricity supply 
au thor i ty . 

(3) (a) I n the event of an electricity supply 
au thor i ty making default in the payment of any moneys 
payable to the Author i ty under this section within the 
t ime prescr ibed such moneys shall consti tute a debt due 
and payable to the Author i ty and shall be recoverable 
in any court of competent jurisdict ion. 

(b) I n the case of an electricity supply 
author i ty , being a council, making default as aforesaid 
and such default continuing for a per iod of three months 
a f te r wri t ten notice has been given to such council by 
or on behalf of the Author i ty then and in any such case 
such default shall be deemed to be a default within the 
meaning of section three hundred and seventy-six of the 
Local Government Act, 1919, as amended by subsequent 
Acts, and a receiver may be appointed accordingly by the 
Supreme Cour t on the applicat ion of the Minister , and 
such receiver shall have the powers and duties of a 
receiver appointed by v i r tue of tha t section. 

1 6 . (1) There shall be const i tuted an account in the 
Special Deposi ts Account in the T r e a s u r y to be called the 
" E l e c t r i c i t y Development Accoun t . " 

(2) The form and manner of keeping the Electric­
i ty Development Account shall be as prescr ibed by 
regulat ions made under the Audit Act, 1902. 

17. (1) The Electr ic i ty Development Account shall 
consist of— 

(a) all moneys appropr i a t ed by Pa r l i amen t for the 
purposes of this Ac t ; and 

(b) all moneys received by the Author i ty from any 
other source. 

(2) The Electr ic i ty Development Account may be 
applied to any of the following purposes— 

(a) payment of remunera t ion to members and all 
expenses incurred in the adminis t ra t ion of this 
Ac t ; 

(b) any purpose which the Author i ty is directed or 
author ised to under take or ca r ry out by or under 
this or any other Ac t ; 

(C) 



(c) the r epayment of advances made by the Colonial 
T r e a s u r e r p u r s u a n t to section eighteen of th i s 
Act . 

(3) The Electr ic i ty Development Account shall 
be opera ted on in the manne r prescr ibed. 

1 8 . The Colonial T r e a s u r e r m a y for the t e m p o r a r y 
accommodation of the Au thor i ty advance such moneys 
to the Author i ty a s the Governor may approve upon such 
t e rms and conditions as to repayment and in te res t as 
m a y be agreed upon. 

1 9 . (1) The Author i ty shall cause to be kept p r o p e r 
books of account in re la t ion to the Elec t r ic i ty Develop­
ment Account and shall, a s soon as pract icable af ter the 
th i r t ie th day of J u n e in each year , p r e p a r e and t ransmi t 
to the Minis ter for p resen ta t ion to P a r l i a m e n t a s ta te­
ment of accounts in a form approved by the Audi tor-
General exhibit ing a t rue and correct view of the financial 
posi t ion and t ransac t ions of the Author i ty . 

(2) The accounts of the Au thor i ty shall be 
audi ted by the Audi tor-General , who shall have, in 
respect thereof, all the powers conferred on the Audi to r -
General by any law now or hereaf ter to be in force relat­
ing to the audi t of public accounts ; and the Audi t Act , 
1902, and Acts amending the same, shall app ly to the 
cha i rman and members of the Au thor i ty and i ts officers 
in the same manne r as it applies to accounting officers of 
public depar tmen t s . 

(3) The Audi tor -Genera l shall r epor t to the 
A u t h o r i t y and the Minis ter— 

(a) whether or not in his opinion— 
(i) due diligence and care have been shown 

in the collection and banking of moneys 
payable to the A u t h o r i t y ; 

(ii) the expendi ture incur red has been duly 
author ised, vouched, and superv i sed ; 
and 

(iii) any of the moneys or other p r o p e r t y of 
the Au tho r i t y have been misappro ­
p r i a t ed or improper ly or i r r egu la r ly 
deal t wi th ; and 

(b) 



(b) as to any other m a t t e r s which in his judgment 
call for special notice or which a re prescr ibed. 

(4) Towards defraying the cost and expenses of 
such audi t the Au thor i ty shall p a y to the Consolidated 
Revenue F u n d such sums, a t such periods, as the Colonial 
T r e a s u r e r m a y decide. 

P A R T V. 
ELECTRICAL APPARATUS AND A P P L I A N C E S ; AND ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS AND ELECTRICIANS. 

20 . (1) Sections 422A, 512A, 512J, 512K, 512L. 512M, 
512N, and 512o, and p a r a g r a p h s (h) to ( h 8 ) both 
inclusive, of subsection one and subsections two and three 
of section five hundred and th i r teen of the Local Govern­
ment Act, 1919, as amended by subsequent Acts , a re 
hereby repealed. 

(2) All ordinances and proclamat ions made or 
published under the au thor i ty of the enactments repealed 
by subsection one of this section and in force a t the 
commencement of this P a r t shall be deemed to be regu­
lations and proclamat ions respectively made or pub­
lished under this Act and shall continue in force unt i l 
amended or repealed in pursuance of this Act. 

(3) All licenses issued p u r s u a n t to the enact­
ments repealed by subsection one of this section and the 
ordinances made thereunder and in force a t the com­
mencement of this P a r t shall be deemed to have been 
issued p u r s u a n t to this Act and the regula t ions made 
the reunder and shall remain in force unt i l the expira­
tion of the per iod for which the same respectively were 
g r an t ed unless sooner suspended or cancelled pu r suan t 
to th is Act. 

(4) All consents, approvals and permiss ions 
given pu r suan t to the enactments repealed by subsection 
one of th is section and the ordinances made thereunder 
and subsis t ing a t the commencement of this P a r t shall 
continue in force unless revoked or wi thdrawn p u r s u a n t 
to this Act. 

(5) 



(5) A reference in any ordinance, proclamat ion, 
or o ther ins t rument to the Elect r ic i ty Advisory Commit­
tee or the prescr ibed au thor i ty shall be construed as a 
reference to the Author i ty . 

2 1 . (1) The Governor may by proclamat ion published 
in the Gazette prescr ibe any class, description, or type 
of wire, cable, appliance, fitting, meter , insulator , 
a p p a r a t u s or mater ia l , intended, suggested or designed 
for use in or for purposes of or for connection to any 
electrical instal lat ion, which shall not after a da te speci­
fied in such proclamat ion be sold, h i red or exposed for 
sale or h i re or adver t i sed for sale or hire unless such 
type, descript ion, or class of wire, cable, appliance, fit­
t ing, meter , insulator , a p p a r a t u s or mate r ia l has been 
approved of by the Author i ty and is s tamped or labelled 
as prescr ibed. 

(2) Any person who, after the date so specified, 
sells, h i res or exposes for sale or h i re or adver t i ses for 
sale or hire or causes to be sold or hi red or exposed or 
adver t i sed for sale or h i re any wire, cable, appliance, 
fitting, meter , insulator , a p p a r a t u s or ma te r i a l of the 
class, descript ion or typo proscribed in such proclama­
tion shall, unless such type, descript ion or class of wire, 
cable, appliance, fitting, meter , insulator , a p p a r a t u s or 
mate r ia l lias been approved of by the Author i ty , and is 
s tamped or labelled as prescribed, be guilty of an offence 
against this Act. 

(3) F o r the purposes of this section the regula­
t ions made in tha t behalf may provide for approva l of a 
type, descript ion or class of electric wire or cable or 
electrical appliance, fitting, meter , insulator , a p p a r a t u s 
or mate r ia l being signified by approva l of a sample 
thereof or by any other moans whatsoever . 

2 2 . (1) A person shall not under take or ca r ry out 
any electrical wi r ing work unless ho is licensed as pro­
scribed, or unless he is in the employment of and car r ies 
out such work under the personal supervision of a person 
so licensed. 

( 2 ) An electrical contrac tor under tak ing any 
electrical wir ing work, if he docs not himself c a r ry out 
the work, with or without assis tance, shall constant ly 
employ on the work unti l it is completed a t least one 
person licensed as p resc r ibed : P rov ided 



Prov ided tha t where the electrical contractor under­
tak ing any electrical wir ing work is a firm, company, 
pa r tne r sh ip , society, association or body of persons 
corporate or unincorporate , no member of such firm, 
company, pa r tne r sh ip , society, association or body shall 
c a r ry out any such work unless he is licensed as 
prescribed. 

Where the work is car r ied out under the personal 
supervision of a person licensed as prescribed, and con­
sists of fixing, connecting and main ta in ing overhead 
electrical conductors not in conduits, or of other work 
usually carr ied out by a l inesman, this subsection shall 
not extend to such work. 

(.3) The holder of an electr ician 's license shall 
not under take or ca r ry out any electrical wir ing work 
save as the employee of an electrical con t rac to r ; but this 
provision shall not apply where a licensed electrician 
under takes or carr ies out electrical wir ing work on his 
own premises . 

(4) Nothing in this section shall prevent the 
employment of or the ca r ry ing out of electrical wir ing 
work by an apprent ice or a t ra inee apprent ice working 
under the supervision of his mas te r under regulat ions 
made under the Indus t r i a l Arb i t ra t ion Act, 1940-1943. 
as amended by subsequent Acts , or any other Act govern­
ing the electrical indus t ry in the Sta te . 

(5) The par t i cu la r s of the licenses of electrical 
contractors and electricians shall bo recorded at the office 
of the Author i ty . A certificate pu rpo r t i ng to be under 
the hand of the chai rman of the Au thor i ty or of any 
prescr ibed officer cert ifying tha t any person is or is not 
the holder of an electrical cont rac tor ' s license or an elec­
t r ic ian ' s license or tha t cer tain par t icu la rs do or do not 
appea r on such records shall in all courts and upon all 
occasions whatsoever be received as evidence. 

Such certificate shall be p r ima facie evidence of the 
par t icu lars contained therein. 

The product ion of such records or any license, requisi­
t ion, notice or other document upon which such 
certificate m a y be founded and proof of the s ignature 
of the cha i rman or officer so cert ifying shall not be 
necessary unless the court so orders . 2 3 . 



2 3 . Noth ing contained in this P a r t shall preclude any 
unlicensed person from under t ak ing electrical wi r ing 
work as p a r t of a contract for building or construction 
work if the instal la t ion is car r ied out by or under the 
personal supervis ion of a pe r son holding a license as an 
electrical contrac tor or a licensed electrician. 

2 4 . Notwi ths tand ing any th ing contained in th is P a r t , 
any person, firm, company, pa r tne r sh ip , society, associa­
t ion or body of persons corpora te or unincorpora te , no t 
t r a d i n g as an electrical cont rac tor and who or which is 
employing a licensed electrician for the purpose of making 
or main ta in ing the instal la t ions necessary for the con-
duct of the business of such person, firm, company, 
pa r tne r sh ip , society, association or body of persons , need 
not bo licensed under or in pursuance of th is Act and 
any licensed electrician so employed m a y ca r ry out the 
dut ies of such employment. 

2 5 . Any person author ised in wr i t ing by the Minis ter 
or by the cha i rman of the Au tho r i t y or by any council 
shall have power to enter any premises a t any reasonable 
t ime for the examinat ion of any electrical instal la t ion 
on such premises . 

2 6 . (1) The Author i ty may from t ime to t ime cause 
any machinery, a p p a r a t u s , appliances, mater ia l or equip­
ment of what kind soever used or intended to be used by 
any electricity supply au thor i ty for or in connection with 
the generat ion, t ransmiss ion or d is t r ibut ion of electricity, 
to be examined and tested for the purpose of de te rmining 
whether such machinery, a p p a r a t u s , appliances, mater ia l 
or equipment can be used without danger to life or limb. 

( 2 ) A n y pe r son au thor i sed in wr i t ing by the 
Minis ter or the cha i rman of the Au thor i ty m a y a t a l l 
reasonable t imes enter into and upon any place o r 
premises whatsoever for the pu rpose of examining or 
t es t ing any such machinery , a p p a r a t u s , appl iances , 
mater ia l or equipment . 

A n y person who in ter feres with or obs t ructs any pe r son 
au thor i sed as aforesaid in the execution of his du ty 
unde r th is subsection shall be liable to a penal ty not 
exceeding twenty pounds . 

( 3 ) 



(3) The Minister , on the recommendat ion of the 
Au thor i ty and on being satisfied t ha t any such machinery, 
a p p a r a t u s , appliance, ma te r i a l or equipment cannot be 
used without danger to life or limb, may, by order , 
prohibi t any such machinery, a p p a r a t u s , appliance, 
mate r ia l or equipment from being used or if i t is capable 
of r epa i r or a l te ra t ion f rom being used unt i l it is duly 
r epa i red or a l te red to the Minis te r ' s satisfaction. Any 
person who fails to comply with any such order shall 
for each offence be liable to a penal ty not exceeding ten 
pounds for every day dur ing which such failure continues. 

A n y order unde r this subsection shall be served on 
the electricity supply au thor i ty us ing or in tending to 
use the machinery, appa ra tu s , appliance, mate r ia l or 
equipment re fer red to in such order or on any respon­
sible servant of such electricity supply author i ty . 

P A R T V I . 

RESTRICTIONS UPON W O R K S FOR ELECTRICITY S U P P L Y . 

2 7 . ( 1 ) No person shall establish, erect or extend any 
power s ta t ion or main t ransmiss ion line except with the 
approva l of the Author i ty and upon such conditions and 
s t ipulat ions as may be specified in such approva l and in 
accordance in all respects with pa r t i cu la r s previously 
submit ted to and approved by the Author i ty . 

(2) No council shall establish or acquire a t r ad ing 
under tak ing for the supply of electricity or extend any 
such t r ad ing under tak ing into the a rea of any other coun­
cil or en te r into an agreement to supply or take a supply 
of electricity in bulk to or from any person except with 
the approva l of the Author i ty , and upon such conditions 
and s t ipulat ions as may be specified in such approva l . 

(3) No council shall g r a n t or renew permiss ion 
to any person to supply electricity to the public wi thin 
i t s a r ea except with the approva l of the Au thor i ty a n d 
upon such conditions and s t ipulat ions as may be specified 
in such a p p r o v a l : 

P rov ided tha t nothing in this subsection shall affect 
the operat ion of sections forty-four and forty-seven of 
the Borough of Balmain Elect r ic L ight ing Act, 1906. 

o (4) 



(4) The approva l of the Author i ty under this 
section shall not be required— 

(a) for the completion of any work which had been 
substant ia l ly car r ied out before the commence­
ment of this P a r t ; or 

(b) as to any work for the ca r ry ing out of which a 
binding cont rac t had been entered into before 
the commencement of this P a r t ; or 

(c) as to any m a t t e r in respect of which the Gover­
n o r ' s approva l had p u r s u a n t to any Act been 
obtained before the commencement of this P a r t ; 
or 

(d) for the establishment, erection or extension of 
any main t ransmission line within any a rea by 
any electricity supply au thor i ty lawfully supply­
ing electricity directly to the public in any such 
a rea where such main t ransmiss ion line is 
intended to be used solely for the purpose of 
supplying electricity in any such area . 

F o r the purposes of this p a r a g r a p h , the expression 
" a r e a " has the meaning ascribed thereto in the Local 
Government Act, 1919, as amended by subsequent 
Acts, and includes the county dis t r ic t of a county 
council const i tuted under t ha t Act, as so amended, 
and a county distr ict of a county council const i tuted 
p u r s u a n t to section twelve of this Act and the county 
dis t r ic t of the Sydney County Council and the a r ea 
or a reas for the time being supplied by the Electr ic 
L igh t and Power Supply Corpora t ion Limited. 

(5) Any approva l given p u r s u a n t to this section 
may specify a t ime within which such approva l shall be 
acted upon and, in the case of an approva l given pu r suan t 
to subsection three of this section, may also specify a 
time within which the council 's permiss ion shall be acted 
upon, and any such approva l or permiss ion shall lapse 
if it is not substant ia l ly acted upon within the specified 
t ime or within such extended time as the Au tho r i t y may 
from time to t ime approve in writing. 

(6) Any person who contravenes this section shall 
be liable to a penal ty not exceeding five hundred pounds . 

( 7 ) 



(7) Any person who— 
(a) uses or operates any power s ta t ion or main 

t ransmiss ion line established erected or extended 
in contravent ion of this section; or 

(h) supplies electricity except with the permiss ion 
of the council and approva l of the Author i ty and 
in accordance with the conditions and st ipula­
tions specified in such approva l unde r subsection 
three of this section; or 

(c) being a council conducts a t r ad ing under tak ing 
for the supply of electricity established acquired 
or extended in contravent ion of subsection two 
of this section or supplies or takes a supply of 
electricity in bulk except in pursuance of an 
agreement approved of by the Author i ty and in 
accordance with the conditions and st ipulat ions 
specified in such app rova l ; 

shall be guil ty of an offence aga ins t this Act and shall be 
liable to a penal ty not exceeding fifty pounds for each 
day dur ing which such offence continues. 

(8) In this section " e x t e n d " in re la t ion to a 
power s ta t ion means hiatal, replace or renew genera t ing 
uni ts or s team-rais ing plant therein. 

P A R T V I I . 
GENERAL. 

2 8 . (1) The Minister may from time to time by noti­
fication published in the Gazette declare tha t such of the 
provisions of sections eleven, twenty-six and twenty-
seven of this Act as are specified in any such notification 
shall not apply— 

(a) to any specified electricity supply au thor i ty 
which is engaged in the generat ion of electricity 
for use p r imar i ly on its own premises and not 
p r imar i ly for supply directly or indirect ly to the 
publ ic ; or 

(b) to any specified power s tat ion or main t ransmis­
sion line for the genera t ion or t ransmiss ion of 
electricity for use p r imar i ly on the premises of 

the 



the person by whom such power station or main 
t ransmiss ion line is owned or opera ted and not 
p r imar i ly for supply directly or indirectly to the 
public. 

(2) The Minis ter m a y from time to t ime in the 
like manne r revoke any such notification. 

2 9 . All courts and persons hav ing by law or consent 
of pa r t i e s au thor i ty to hear , receive and examine 
evidence— 

(a) shall take judicial notice of the seal of the 
Au tho r i t y affixed to any document ; and 

(b) shall, unt i l the con t ra ry be proved, p resume tha t 
such seal was p rope r ly affixed there to . 

3 0 . Any notice, summons, writ , or other proceeding 
requi red to be served upon the Au thor i ty may be served 
by being left a t the office of the Author i ty or, in the case 
of a notice, by post . 

3 1 . E v e r y summons, process , demand, order , notice, 
s ta tement , direction or document requi r ing authent icat ion 
by the Au thor i ty may be sufficiently authent icated with­
out the seal of the Au tho r i t y if signed by the chairman 
of the Author i ty . 

3 2 . Eve ry person guil ty of an offence agains t th i s 
Act shall for every such offence be liable to the pena l ty 
express ly provided therefor and if no pena l ty is so 
provided to a penal ty not exceeding fifty pounds and to 
a fur ther daily penal ty not exceeding ten pounds . 

3 3 . ( 1 ) Any penal ty imposed by this Act or the regu­
lat ions may be recovered in a summary manne r before a 
s t ipendiary or police mag i s t r a t e or any two just ices in 
pe t ty sessions. 

(2) W h e r e the pena l ty is a dai ly penal ty , it may 
be recovered either under a sepa ra t e informat ion or com­
plaint for each day or under an information or complaint 
for the sum of the dai ly penal t ies . 

3 4 . In any legal proceedings by or aga ins t the 
Author i ty , no proof shall be requi red (until evidence is 
given to the con t r a ry ) of— 

(a) the const i tut ion of the A u t h o r i t y ; 
(b) any resolut ion of the A u t h o r i t y ; 

(c) 



(c) the appoin tment of any member, or of any officer 
or employee of the A u t h o r i t y ; 

(d) the presence of a quorum a t any meet ing a t 
which any determinat ion is made or any act is 
done by the Author i ty . 

3 5 . ( 1 ) The Author i ty may, from time to t ime by 
resolution, delegate such of the powers , author i t ies , duties 
or functions of the Au thor i ty (other t han the power of 
delegation) as may be prescr ibed and as a re specified in 
the resolut ion— 

(a ) to any member of the A u t h o r i t y ; 

(b) to any officer of the A u t h o r i t y ; 

(c) to any officer or employee of whose services the 
Author i ty makes use p u r s u a n t to this or any 
other Act. 

(2) A n y such delegation may be made ei ther 
general ly or for any par t i cu la r case or class of cases. 

(3) A n y person, when act ing within the scope of 
any such delegation to him, shall be deemed to be the 
Author i ty . 

(4) Any ins t rument necessary to be executed and 
any notice, order , summons or other like document requir­
ing authent icat ion for the purpose of the exercise or 
discharge of any power, au thor i ty , duty or function dele­
ga ted to any person under this section, shall bo sufficiently 
executed or authent icated, as the case may be, if signed 
by such person in such a way as to show tha t he does, so 
under and in pursuance of the delegation. 

(5) The Au thor i ty may by resolution revoke any 
delegation made under this section. 

3 6 . ( 1 ) As soon as pract icable after the th i r t ie th day 
of J u n e in each year , the Author i ty shall p r epa re and 
furnish to the Minis ter a r epor t upon the operat ions and 
activities of the Au thor i ty dur ing the year ending on the 
date aforesaid. 

(2) The Minister shall lay such repor t , or cause it 
to be laid, before both Houses of Pa r l i amen t as soon as 
practicable after the receipt by him of the repor t . 

3 7 . 



3 7 . ( 1 ) The Governor may make regulat ions not in­
consistent with this Act prescr ib ing all m a t t e r s which by 
this Act a re requi red or pe rmi t t ed to be prescr ibed or 
which a re necessary or convenient to be prescr ibed for 
ca r ry ing out or giving effect to th is Act. 

( 2 ) Wi thou t prejudice to the genera l i ty of the 
power conferred by subsection one of this section regula­
t ions may be made for or with respect to :— 

(a) the keeping by electricity supply author i t ies of 
such books, accounts and records as m a y be pre­
scribed, the pa r t i cu la r s to be entered therein and 
the manner of keeping the s a m e ; 

(b) the examination, test ing, approva l and s tamping 
or labelling and the withholding and wi thdrawal 
of approva l of any type, descript ion or class of 
wire, cable, appliance, meter , fitting, insulator , 
a p p a r a t u s a n d / o r mate r ia l intended, suggested 
or designed for use for purposes of or for con­
nection to any electrical ins ta l la t ion; 

(c) prescr ib ing s t anda rds for electric wires and 
cables and for the mater ia l s used in the manu­
facture of electrical appliances, meters , fittings, 
insula tors a n d / o r a p p a r a t u s ; 

(d) the fees to be charged for the examinat ion, test­
ing, a n d / o r approva l of any type, descript ion or 
class of wire, cable, appliance, meter , fitting, in­
sulator , a p p a r a t u s a n d / o r ma te r i a l intended, 
suggested or designed for use for purposes of 
or for connection to any electrical ins ta l la t ion; 

(e) prescr ib ing the form and basis of charg ing for 
electricity (otherwise than for electricity sold 
or supplied in bulk) and the methods to be 
adopted in fixing such charges and i n s c r i b i n g 
t imes for revis ing such cha rges ; 

(f) prohib i t ing interference by unau thor i sed per ­
sons with any electric wire, cable a n d / o r mete r 
a n d / o r any prescr ibed electrical appl iance, fit­
t ing, insulator a n d / o r a p p a r a t u s ; 

(g) conferr ing upon any electricity supply au thor i ty 
the power to refuse or discontinue the supply of 
electricity where the conditions of such supply 
m a y be dangerous to life, heal th or p rope r ty , 
and regula t ing the exercise of such p o w e r ; 

(h) 



(h) requi r ing the periodical inspection by electricity 
supply author i t ies of electrical wires, cables, 
appliances, meters , fittings, insula tors and appa­
r a t u s instal led in, on, over or under any place 
or premises wha t soever ; 

(i) prescr ib ing s t a n d a r d s for the vol tages to be 
mainta ined a t the terminals of consumers of 
electr ici ty; 

(j) prescr ibing s t anda rds and rules for the installa­
tion of electric wires , cables, appliances, meters , 
fittings, insula tors , or a p p a r a t u s in, on, over or 
under any place or premises whatsoever and the 
al terat ion, r epa i r or renewal thereof; 

(k) the licensing of electrical cont rac tors and elec­
tr icians and the cancellation and suspension of 
such l icenses; 

(1) the safety of persons employed by electricity 
supply authori t ies in connection with the genera­
tion, t ransmiss ion, distr ibution or supply of elec­
tr ici ty or of persons engaged in the instal lat ion 
of electric wires, cables, appliances, meters , fit­
t ings, insula tors or a p p a r a t u s in, on, under or 
over any place or premises whatsoever ; 

(m) prescr ib ing the furnishing of information, par ­
t iculars , r e tu rns and s tat is t ics by electricity 
supply author i t ies and the t ime and mode of 
furnishing and the manner of verification of the 
same. 

(3) A regulat ion made under this section may 
impose a penal ty not exceeding fifty pounds for any 
breach thereof and also a daily penal ty not exceeding ten 
pounds for any continuing breach thereof. 

(4) A regulat ion made under the au thor i ty of this 
section shall bind the Crown if expressed so to do. 

(5) A regulat ion made in relat ion to any of the 
ma t t e r s referred to in subsection two of this section may 
adopt wholly or par t ia l ly or by reference any of the 
s t andard rules recommended or adopted by the S t anda rds 
Associat ion of Aus t ra l i a re la t ing to the m a t t e r wi th 
which the regulat ion deals. 

( 6 ) 



(6) The regula t ions shall— 
(a ) be published in the Gazet te ; 
(b) take effect from the da te of publication or from 

a l a t e r da te to be specified in the regu la t ions ; 
and 

(c) be laid before both Houses of P a r l i a m e n t within 
four teen s i t t ing days af ter publicat ion if P a r ­
l iament is then in session, and if not, then within 
fourteen s i t t ing days af ter the commencement 
of the n e s t session. 

( 7 ) If e i ther House of Pa r l i amen t passes a reso­
lution of which notice has been given at any t ime within 
fifteen s i t t ing days af ter such regulat ions have been laid 
before such House disallowing any regulat ion or p a r t 
thereof, such regula t ion or p a r t shall thereupon cease to 
have effect. 

S C H E D U L E . 

E l e c t r i c i t y S u p p l y A u t h o r i t y . M a x i m u m a m o u n t 
o f c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

S y d n e y C o u n t y C o u n c i l £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r f o r R a i l w a y s £27 ,500 
T h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e S o u t h e r n E l e c t r i c i t y S u p p l y of 

N e w S o u t h W a l e s . . . . £ 1 2 , 5 0 0 
T h e E l e c t r i c L i g h t a n d P o w e r S u p p l y C o r p o r a t i o n L i m i t e d £ 1 2 , 0 0 0 
T h e C l a r e n c e R i v e r C o u n t y C o u n c i l £ 4 , 5 0 0 
T h e G r e a t e r N e w c a s t l e C o u n c i l £ 7 , 5 0 0 
S t . G e o r g e C o u n t y C o u n c i l £ 3 , 0 0 0 
P a r r a m a t t a a n d G r a n v i l l e E l e c t r i c S u p p l y C o m p a n y L i m i t e d £ 2 , 0 0 0 
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