
ROYAL COMMISSIONS (AMEND­
MENT) ACT. 

Act No. 8, 1934. 
An Act to make further provisions relating to 

Royal Commissions; to amend the Royal 
Commissions Act, 1923, and certain other 
Acts; and for purposes connected therewith. 
[Assented to, 8th August, 1934.] 

BE i t enacted by the King 's Most Excellent Majesty, 
b y a n d with the advice a n d consent of t he Legis­

lat ive Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Par l iament assembled, and b y the au thor i ty of 
t h e same, as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the " R o y a l Commis­
sions (Amendment) Act, 1934." 

(2) The Royal Commissions Act, 1923, is in this Act 
re fe r red to as the Pr inc ipa l Act. 

(3) The Pr inc ipa l Act, as amended by this Act, m a y 
be cited as the Royal Commissions Act, 1923-1934. 

2. The Pr inc ipa l Act is amended— 

(a) by inser t ing a t the end of section twelve the 
following new subsection:—-

(2) The Commission may employ such assist­
ance as it deems p rope r for the ca r ry ing out of 
any inquiry or invest igat ion, and m a y by wr i t ing 
author ise any person so employed to inspect and 
repor t to it upon any books, documents, wr i t ings 
or accounts i t considers re levant to the subject 
m a t t e r of the inquiry. 

(b) 



(b) by inser t ing next af ter section twenty- three the 
following new sect ion:— 

23A. (1) Any person who, with intent to delay 
or obstruct the ca r ry ing out by a commission 
appointed under this Act of any inquiry , 
des t roys or a l ters any book, document, or record 
re la t ing to the subject m a t t e r of the inquiry, or 
sends or a t t empt s to send, or conspires with any 
other person to send out of New South "Wales 
any such book, document or record, or any p r o ­
pe r ty of any descript ion belonging to or in the 
disposit ion of or under the control of any person 
or company whose affairs a re the subject m a t t e r 
of the inquiry, shall be gui l ty of an indictable 
offence, and shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
a per iod not exceeding five years . 

(2) If in any prosecut ion for an offence 
agains t this section it is proved tha t the person 
charged with the offence has des t royed or 
a l tered any book, document, or record, or h a s 
sent or a t t empted to send, or conspired to send 
out of New South Wales any such book, docu­
ment , or record, or any other thing, the onus of 
p rov ing tha t in so doing he h a d not acted in 
cont ravent ion of this section shall be upon him. 

3. The Companies Act, 1899, is amended— 

(a) by inser t ing in section eighty-nine next a f te r 
subsection one the following new subsection:— 

(1A) W h e n an inqui ry into the affairs of a 
company has been made by a Royal Commission 
appointed unde r the Royal Commissions Act , 
1923-1934, and the Royal Commission recom­
mends t ha t s teps should be taken to have the 
company wound up , a pet i t ion in t h a t behalf m a y 
be presen ted by the At torney-Genera l . 

(b) by inser t ing next af ter section two hundred and 
fifty-seven the following new sect ion:— 

257A. (1) W h e r e (in the case of a company 
formed or incorpora ted outside New South 
Wales and ca r ry ing on business in New South 
Wales ) on any pet i t ion presen ted by the 
At torney-Genera l p u r s u a n t to subsection (1A) 

of 



of section eighty-nine, an order is made for the 
affairs of the company so far as New South 
Wales assets are concerned, to be wound up in 
New South Wales, such company shall not carry 
on business or establish or keep a place of busi­
ness within New South Wales. 

(2) Every company which fails to 
comply with the provisions of subsection one of 
this section and every officer or agent of the 
company concerned in the contravention of that 
subsection, shall be liable to a penalty not exceed­
ing five hundred pounds, and in the case of a con­
tinuing offence, to a penalty not exceeding one 
hundred pounds for every day during which the 
default continues. 


