
CITY AND SUBURBAN ELECTRIC 
RAILWAYS ACT. 

Act No. 29, 1915. 
An Act to sanction and provide for the construction 

of electric railways in the City of Sydney, 
and certain suburbs thereof ; to provide for 
the use of such works by the Constructing 
Authority and other persons ; to validate 
certain purchases; for purposes consequent 
thereon or incidental thereto ; and for such 
purposes to amend the Public Works Act, 
1912, and certain other Acts. [Assented to, 
13th October, 11)15.] 

BE it enacted by the Kind's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of tin' Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of Xe\v South 
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows 

1 . Tins Act may he cited as the " City and Suburban 
Electric Railways Act, 1915." 
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2. The work described in the Schedule to this Act 
is hereby sanctioned and shall be deemed to be an 
authorised work within the meaning of the Public 
Works Act, 1912, but the provisions of sections thirty-
four, thirty-five, thirty-six, and thirty-seven of that Act 
shall not apply to the said work, and the provisions of 
section thirty-eight shall apply to any contracts for 
carrving out such work. 

3 . The Minister for Public Works, or the member of 
the Executive Council for the time being performing the 
duties of the said Minister, is hereby authorised to under­
take and carry out the said work, subject to the provisions 
of this Act, and for that purpose shall be, and shall 
have the powers and duties of a Constructing Authority 
within the meaning of the Public Works Act, 1912. 

4 . The plan of the said work is the plan marked 
" The City and Suburban Electric Railways," signed by 
the Constructing Authority, and countersigned by the 
Director-General of Public Works and the Chief Engineer 
for Metropolitan Railway Construction, and deposited 
in the public office of the Constructing Authority. 

5 . The cost of carrying out the work described in the 
Schedule to this Act, estimated at sixmillion four hundred 
thousand pounds (exclusive of land resumptions), shall 
be defrayed from such Loan Votes as are now, or may 
hereafter be, applicable to that purpose, or from appro­
priations of the Public Works Fund, or partly from such 
votes and partly from the said appropriations, and shall 
not under any circumstances exceed such estimate by 
more than ten per centum. 

6. The said lines of railway and cables for the trans­
mission of power may be constructed under, over, 
along, or by the side of any public road or highway, 
or any public place. 

7. The Constructing Authority and any persons 
authorised by him may use the said work, or any part 
thereof,before it is transferred to the Chief Commissioner 
for Railways and Tramways, and run thereon carriages 
or waggons propelled or drawn by any motive power, 
and the net receipts therefrom shall be paid into the 
Treasury. 
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8 . For the purposes of this Act, but not otherwise, 
the following amendments and additions shall be made 
in the Public Works Act, 1912, that is to say:— 

(1) The following section is inserted next after 
section Four of the Principal Act:—• 

4A. The provisions of this Act relating to 
the acquisition of land shall also apply to the 
acquisition of an easement or right to use the 
subsoil or the under-surface of land, whether 
such easement or right is acquired separately 
from or together with any land. 

(2) Section forty-seven is amended by adding 
thereto the following subsection : — 

(3) The Constructing Authority shall cause a 
a valuation of the land or of the estate or in­
terest of any claimant therein to be made in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act, and 
shall inform the claimants of the amount of 
such valuation by notice in the form of the 
Seventh Schedule to this Act : Provided that 
any such valuation may within ninety days 
after service of the notice thereof as aforesaid 
be varied by notification to the claimant of 
such variation. 

(3) Section ninety-eight is amended as follows: — 
(a) at the end of subsection one insert the 

following :— 
Land may be superfluous within the 

meaning of this section although the sub-
soil or under-surface of the land is used or 
required for the purposes of the work. 

In any sale of superfluous land the Con­
structing Authority may reserve an ease­
ment or a right of using any part of the 
land. 

(b) In subsection three, before " public works" 
insert " authorised works or ", and omit the 
words " not exceeding fifty years" . 

(1) The following is added to section one hundred 
and three :— 

" Provided that any such valuation may 
within one hundred and twenty days after 
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service of the said notice of valuation be 
varied by notification to the claimant of such 
variation." 

(5) Subsection two of section one hundred and four 
is repealed and the following inserted in its 
place :— 

(2) Any such action shall be tried by a 
judge of the said court in Sydney, without 
a jury. 

(6) Subsection one of section one hundred and five 
is amended by omitting the words " four 
hundred pounds," and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words " one thousand pounds." 

(7) The following proviso is added to subsection 
two of section one hundred and five:— 

Provided that no action under this section 
shall be tried before a jury. 

(8) Subsection one of section one hundred and six 
is repealed, and the following inserted in its 
place :— 

10G. (1) If the verdict in any action of 
compensation under the provisions of this 
Division of this Act is for an amount exceeding 
the amount of the valuation last notified to the 
claimant, and less than the amount of the claim 
of the claimant, tiie Constructing Authority 
shall pay to the claimant the proportion of his 
costs which the excess of the amount of the 
verdict over such valuation bears to the excess 
of the claim over such valuation. 

If the amount of the verdict in such action 
is equal to or greater than the amount of such 
claim the Constructing Authority shall pay the 
costs of the action. 

If the amount of the verdict in such action 
is equal to or less than the amount of such 
valuation the claimant shall pay the costs of 
the action. 

(9) Subsections one and two of section one hundred 
and eighteen are repealed, and the following 
subsection is inserted in their place :— 

(1) If the amount awarded exceeds the 
amount of the valuation last notified to the 
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claimant, and is less than the amount of the claim 
of the claimant, the Constructing Authority 
shall pay to the claimant the proportion of his 
costs of and incidental to the arbitration, as 
settled by the arbitrators, which the excess of 
the amount awarded over such valuation bears 
to the excess of the claim over such valuation. 

If the amount awarded is equal to or greater 
than the amount of such claim, the Con­
structing Authority shall pay the costs of and 
incidental to the arbitration, as settled by the 
arbitrators. 

If the amount awarded is equal to or less 
than the amount of such valuation, the claimant 
shall pay the costs of and incident to the 
arbitration, so settled as aforesaid. 

(10) Section one hundred and twenty-three is 
repealed, and the following inserted in its 
place :— 

123. (1) If the compensation awarded by 
the arbitrators exceeds three hundred pounds, 
and either party is dissatisfied with the award, 
and desires to have the compensation settled 
by the Supreme Court or a district court, and 
within fourteen days after the making of the 
award and notice thereof signifies such desire 
by notice in writing to the other party, then 
no steps shall be taken to enforce performance 
of the award, but the claimant shall proceed 
by action in the Supreme Court or in a district 
court in the manner directed by sections one 
hundred and four and one hundred and live of 
this Act as amended by the City and Suburban 
Electric Railway Act, 1915. 

(2) Upon the trial of the said action, 
both the costs thereof and the costs of and 
incidental to the arbitration shall be determined 
and allocated by a comparison of the respective 
amounts of the claim, the valuation, and the 
verdict, in the manner directed by section one 
hundred and six of this Act as amended by the 
said Act. 
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(11) Section one hundred and twenty-four is 
amended by substituting the word " j u d g e s " 
for the word " jury " and by omitting " a t the 
time notice was given or notiiication published, 
as the case may b e " and substituting the 
words " immediately before the passing of the 
City and Suburban Electric Railways Act, 
1915." 

The third paragraph (second proviso) of the 
same section is amended by striking out the 
words " by notification in the Gazette ". 

(12) Section one hundred and twenty-six is amended 
by inserting at the end of subsection two the 
following :— 

" Provided that such interest shall not be 
paid for any period during which delay in 
fixing the amount of compensation or in com­
pleting title has been caused by the act or 
default of the person to whom such compensa­
tion is payable." 

(13) Section one hundred and thirty-eight is 
amended by adding thereto the following:— 

" Provided that where an easement beneath 
the surface or a right of using the subsoil or 
under-surface of any land is taken, such ease­
ment or right shall not be deemed part of a 
house, or other building, or manufactory ". 

(14) Section one hundred and fifty-one is repealed 
and the following is substituted for it :— 

151. The Constructing Authority shall, by 
advertisement in the Gazette and in one or 
more of the Sydney newspapers published at 
least thirty days before commencing the said 
railways, or any part thereof, give notice that 
it is intended to make the said railways between 
the places therein specified according to a map 
or plan to be seen in the office of the Con­
structing Authority at Sydney and at the offices 
of the clerks of petty sessions of the districts 
through which such railways are intended to 
be made; and in case any material deviation 
from the said line indicated in such map or 
plan is at any time afterwards deemed by the 
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Governor to be desirable, the like notices shall 
be given by the Constructing Authority relative 
to the proposed deviation. 

(15) Paragraphs (b) and (c), and subsection three 
of section eighty-two, sections eighty-six, 
eighty-seven, eighty-eight, subsection two of 
section eighty-nine, sections ninety, ninety-one, 
ninety-two, ninety-five, ninety-seven, subsec­
tion three of section one hundred and twenty-
six, and section one hundred and fifty-two are 
repealed. 

9 . All private rights of way over any lands which 
may under the powers of this Act be acquired com-
pulsorily shall from the date of such acquisition be 
extinguished : Provided that the Constructing Authority 
shall make full compensation to all parties interested in 
respect of any such rights, and such compensation shall 
be settled in manner provided by the Public Works Act, 
1!)12 (as amended by this Act), with reference to the 
taking of lands otherwise than by agreement. 

1 0 . The Constructing Authority shall not be required 
to make any accommodation works for the convenience 
of persons of whose lands he may have taken posses­
sion, nor for the convenience of persons using any 
road, street, or lane under or over which the said 
railways may be carried, or which may be closed or 
partly closed for the purpose of constructing the said 
railway or any works to be carried out in connection 
therewith. But the Constructing Authority may carry 
out such accommodation works as he may think 
reasonable or desirable under the circumstances, and 
shall in constructing the said railways cause as little 
inconvenience as may reasonably be, having regard to 
the circumstances. 

1 1 . Notwithstanding any provision in any Act to 
the contrary, it shall not be necessary for the Construct­
ing Authority to give any notice of his intention to blast 
any rock, nor shall he be liable to have an injunction 
issued to restrain him from causing or continuing to 
cause any nuisance by such blasting or by any other 
operation necessary or proper in connection with the 
construction of the said work. 
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1 2 . (1) Notwithstanding anything in the Public 
Works Act, 1912, to the contrary, any action for damage 
or injury caused by the carrying out of any work or the 
doing of anything under the authority of this Act (not 
being an action for compensation in respect of any land 
taken under the said authority) shall be heard and 
determined, when the amount claimed in such action 
exceeds one thousand pounds, by a Judge of the 
Supreme Court without a jury, and when such amount 
does not exceed one thousand pounds by a Judge of the 
said Court or a District Court Judge without a jury. 

(2) No such action may be brought unless a 
claim in writing setting out the nature of the damage or 
injury complained of has been served upon the Con­
structing Authority within twelve months after the 
carrying out of the work or the doing of the thing by 
reason of which the damage or injury complained of is 
alleged to have arisen. 

If the Constructing Authority does not admit such 
claim or is unable to agree with the claimant as to the 
amount of compensation to be paid, he may by notice 
in writing require the claimant to bring an action for 
the prosecution of such claim, and such action shall be 
commenced within twelve months from the date of such 
notice. 

1 3 . The Constructing Authority or any person 
authorised by him in writing may at any reasonable 
hour in the day time enter any land or building along 
or near to the line of the said work and inspect the 
same and make measurements and drawings and take 
photographs thereof and take such other measures as he 
may think necessary to ascertain the construction and 
condition of any such building : 

Provided that notice shall be given to the person in 
occupation of such land or building at least twenty-
four hours before such entry. 

1 4 . The Governor may, by notice in the Gazette, 
declare that this section shall apply to any purchases 
made before the commencement of this Act by or on 
behalf of the Minister for Public Works of any lands 
therein mentioned, and thereupon as from the respective 
dates of such purchases such purchases shall be deemed 
to have been and to be valid and to have been made by 
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the said Minister as Constructing Authority for a work 
authorised by this Act, and the provisions of this Act 
shall be deemed to have applied in respect of such 
purchases and of such lands as if such provisions were 
in force on the said dates respectively. 

S C H E D U L E . 

The City Railway. 

T H E rai lway, comprising two up and two down tracks, bifurcated a t 
s tat ions, junct ions with the existing rai lway system near t he no r the rn 
end of the Redfern Rai lway Stat ion, adjacent to the Wells-street 
overbridge, and proceeds thence along the surface of the ground to 
Central Stat ion. From Central Sta t ion to the southern building line 
of Goulburn-street the railway will be above ground. From Goulburn-
street the four t racks diverge, two cont inuing along the western side of 
the city underground to the eastern building line of Har r ing ton-s t ree t , 
and thence above ground to Circular Quay, and two cont inuing along 
the eastern side of the city underground to the western building l ine 
of Macquarie-street , and thence above ground to Circular Quay, 
forming a complete two t rack loop railway around the city. A 
double-line loop connects the western and eastern t racks between 
Liverpool-street and the Town Hall Stat ions. 

Open air s ta t ions to be constructed a t Cent ra l S ta t ion , and above 
the wharves a t Circular Quay, and underg round stat ions in front of 
the Town Hal l , under George-street, unde r W y n y a r d Square, and 
under H y d e P a r k , near St. J ames ' road and Liverpool-street. 

The total length , inclusive of sidings, su rburban connections and 
connect ing loop, is 1G miles 52 chains of single t rack , of which 7 miles 
6G chains are above ground and 8 miles 66 chains are below ground, 
and is subject to such diversions and modifications as may be considered 
desirable by the Const ruct ing Author i ty . 

Eastern Suburbs Railway to Bondi. 

This rai lway, double t rack throughout , connects with the city 
railway between Circular Quay and St. J a m e s ' s t a t i o n s by means of two 
junct ions and proceeds underground th rough the Outer Domain to Sir 
John Young Crescent, where i t emerges from the ground and passes on 
viaduct over Woolloomooloo to King ' s Cross ; thence underground to 
Womerah-avenue . The rai lway then proceeds on v iaduct to Glenmore-
road, Padd ing ton ; thence in tunnel and cut and cover to Wall is-street ; 
thence on viaduct parallel to Graf ton-street , which it crosses between 
Grosvenor and Junc t i on streets ; and thence under Oxford-street to the 
s ta t ion near Bondi Junc t ion . 
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Stat ions to be provided a t King ' s Cross, Glenmore-road, Padd ing ton , 
Edgecliffe, and Bondi, all of which are open-air s ta t ions except King's 
Cross, which will be pa r t ly open-air and par t ly underground. 

The to ta l length, inclusive of sidings and junct ions , is 7 miles 60 
chains of single t rack , and is subject to such diversions and modifica­
t ions as may be considered desirable by t he Const ruct ing Author i ty . 

Western Suburbs Sail way to Weston-road. 

This railway, double truck throughout , junct ions with the main 
suburban rai lway between Stanmore and Pe te r sham stat ions, proceeds 
along rai lway proper ty , and thence by tunne l and cut and cover to 
Par rania t ta - road , under which it passes near Nor ton s treet ; thence by 
open cut to t he Glebe Is land goods rai lway, over which i t passes near 
Balmain road ; the rai lway then proceeds in open cut to R y a n - s t r e e t ; 
thence by viaduct and open cut to a s ta t ion near Weston-road, 
Balmain . 

Open-air s ta t ions to be provided a t Annanda le , Le ichhard t , Rozelle, 
and Weston-road. 

The total length, inclusive of sidings and junct ions , will be 5 miles 
4 4 chains of single t rack, and is subject to such diversions a n d 
modifications as may be considered desirable by the Cons t ruc t ing 
Au tho r i t y . 

Power, 

Electr ic power for operat ing t he above railways, and cables for t h e 
transmission of power. 
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